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ABSTRACT
The s t u d y  f o c u s e d  on an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and 
r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  s e l f - r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  us ed  in c o n t e m p o r a r y  
f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h .  A m u l t i  t r a i t - m u l t i  me t hod  m a t r i x  was used 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  Cr o n b a c h ' s  
a l p h a  was us ed  t o  a s s e s s  r e l i a b i l i t y  ba s e d  upon t h e  i n t e r n a l  
c o n s i s t e n c y  of  t h e  i t e m s .
Th e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h r e e  1 f r a m e s  o f  
r e f e r e n c e "  f o r  e a c h  d e c i s i o n  t a s k  i t e m .  E a c h  s p o u s e  
r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  t h r e e  f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h u s  s i x  me t hods  
w e r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  The  t h r e e  " f r a m e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e "  
i n c l u d e d  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  j o i n t  a c t i v i t y  by bo t h  s p o u s e s ,  e ach  
s p o u s e ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  e a c h  s p o u s e ' s  
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  h i s  s p o u s e .
The  t r a i t s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w o  p r o d u c t  
d e c i s i o n s ,  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  
and s i x  s u b d e c i s i o n s  f o r  each p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n .  The p r o d u c t  
d e c i s i o n s  s u r v e y e d  i n c l u d e d  f a m i l y  a u t o m o b i l e s  and f a m i l y  
r oom f u r n i t u r e .  I m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  a nd  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
we r e  t h e  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s  t h a t  wer e  i n c l u d e d  as  c o mp o n e n e t s  
o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .
A c o n v e n i e n c e  s a m p l e  o f  88 c o u p l e s  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  P e a r s o n ' s  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  a nd  
d i v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  
m a k i n g .
From t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i t  can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
a u t o m o b i l e  and f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  may be g r o u p e d  i n t o  a 
f i n a n c i a l  and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  t y p o l o g y .  I t  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  h u s b a n d s  and wi v e s  i n d e c i s i o n  mak i ng  a r e  
r e l a t i v e l y  i n d e p e n d e n t .  Thus ,  i m p o r t a n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
a r e  t wo a d d i t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n s  of  d e c i s i o n  maki ng  t h a t  s h o u l d  
be e x a mi n e d .  A f t e r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  
o f  t h e  m e a s u r e s  i t  c a n  be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  m e a s u r e s  we r e  
i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  and d i s p l a y e d  e v i d e n c e  of  c o n v e r g e n t ,  
d i s c r i m i n a n t ,  and c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .
The p r i m a r y  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  was  t h e  u s e  o f  a 
c o n v e n i e n c e  s a mp i e  of  88 m i d d l e  i ncome  c o u p l e s .  S i n c e  t h e  
s a mp l e  was no t  c hos e n  r a n d o ml y ,  t h e  g e n e r a l i z a b i 1 i t y  o f  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  a r e  l i m i t e d .
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CHAPTER ONE 
I n t r o d u c t i o n
Ove r v i e w of  t h e  Top i c  
The r e s e a r c h  f o c u s  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  i t e m s  u s e d  i n  c u r r e n t  
s e l f - r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  t h a t  have been us e d  i n h u s b a n d - w i f e  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  The r e s e a r c h  a r e a  o f  d e c i s i o n ­
m a k i n g  h a s  g a i n e d  i m p o r t a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e ,  and  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  h a s  b e e n  an i m p o r t a n t  t o p i c  i n  
m a r k e t i n g  and s o c i o l o g y  l i t e r a t u r e  s i n c e  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  
o f  B l o o d  a n d  W o l f e ' s  ( 1 9 5 9 )  a n d  D a v i s '  ( 1 9 7 0 )  w o r k  i n  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  t h e o r y  and r e s e a r c h .  
The n e e d  f o r  r e l i a b i l i t y  and  v a l i d i t y  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  
e m p h a s i z e d  by m a r k e t i n g  s c h o l a r s  s u c h  as  J a c o b y  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  
D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  a n d  Wi n d  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f a m i l y  
s o c i o l o g i s t s  i n c l u d i n g  S a f i 1 o s - R o t h s c h i 1 d ( 1 9 7 6 )  a n d  
Mc Do n a l d  ( 1980) .
The s t u d y  f o c u s e d  on an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and 
r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  s e l f - r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e d  i n c o n t e m p o r a r y  
f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h .  A m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i  x was used 
t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  Cr o n b a c h ' s  
a l p h a  was  u s e d  t o  a s s e s s  r e l i a b i l i t y  b a s e d  on t h e  i n t e r n a l  
c o n s i s t e n c y  of  t h e  i t e m s .
The q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  t h r e e  " f r a me s  of  r e f e r ­
ence"  f o r  e ach  d e c i s i o n  t a s k  i t e m.  Each s p o u s e  r e s p o n d e d  t o
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t h e  t h r e e  f r a m e s  of  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h u s  s i x  me t hods  wer e  us ed  in 
t h e  s t u d y .
The t h r e e  " f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e "  i n c l u d e d  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  
j o i n t  a c t i v i t y  by bo t h  s p o u s e s ,  each  s p o u s e ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  of  
h i m s e l f ,  and e a c h  s p o u s e ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  t h e i r  s p o u s e .
The t r a i t s  us ed  in t h e  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h r e e  p r o d u c t  
a c t i v i t y / d e c i s i o n s ,  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
p r o c e s s  and s i x  s u b d e c i s i o n s  f o r  each  p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n .  The 
p r o d u c t / a c t i v i t y  d e c i s i o n s  s u r v e y e d  i n c l u d e d  f a m i l y  
a u t o m o b i l e s  a n d  f a m i l y  r o o m f u r n i t u r e .  I m p o r t a n c e ,  
i n f l u e n c e ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  we r e  t h e  t h r e e  d i me n s i o n s  t h a t  
wer e  i n c l u d e d  as c ompone n t s  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .
A c o n v e n i e n c e  s a m p l e  o f  88 c o u p l e s  o f  m i d d l e  c l a s s  
s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  t o o k  p a r t  i n t h e  s t u d y .  P e a r s o n ' s  c o r ­
r e l a t i o n s  wer e  us ed  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  and d i v e r g e n t  
v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  m e a s u r e me n t s  of  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i ng .
Need f o r  t h e  Re s e a r c h
V a l i d a t i o n  a n d  r e l i a b i l i t y  r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d s  a r e  
c r i t i c a l  f o r  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  m a r k e t i n g  r e s e a r c h .  
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  o n l y  a f ew member s  o f  t h e  a c a d e mi c  c o mmu n i t y  
h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  t h e  t a s k .  D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 6 )  c i t e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
v a l i d a t i o n  of  t h e  t y p e s  of  r e s p o n s e  c a t e g o r i e s  us ed  in s e l f -  
r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s .  R e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  u s e d  many t y p e s  o f  
s c a l e s  i n h u s b a n d - w i f e  r e s e a r c h  as we l l  as s e v e r a l  t y p e s  of
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l a b e l i n g  of  t h e  p o i n t s  on t h e  s c a l e s .  Da v i s  comment ed  t h a t  
a t t e n t i o n  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of  
r e s p o n s e  f o r m a t s  w i l l  y i e l d  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s .
H e e l e r  a nd  Ray ( 1 9 7 2 )  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m e a s u r e  
v a l i d a t i o n  i n m a r k e t i n g .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  d u r i n g  t h e  
s i x t i e s  and e a r l y  s e v e n t i e s  had v e r y  f e w  i n s t a n c e s  o f  
v a l i d a t i o n  due  t o  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  o n e - s h o t  s t u d i e s  and 
l i t t l e  r e p e a t e d  us e  of  m e a s u r e s .  J a c o b y  (1978)  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e  " c o r e  i s s u e "  o f  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  and t h e  f u t u r e  i s  t h e  need 
f o r  v a l i d i t y  and  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  m e a s u r e s  u s e d  i n  c o n s u m e r  
b e h a v i o r  r e s e a r c h .  S e v e r a l  s c h o l a r s  i n c l u d i n g  H e e l e r  and  
Ray ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  J a c o b y  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  a nd  D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 0 )  r e g a r d  t h e  
Campbe l l  and F i s k e  (1959)  m u l t i t r a i t  by m u l t i m e t h o d  a p p r o a c h  
t h e  mos t  e f f i c i e n t  means  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  me a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n .  
Mc Do n a l d  ( 1 9 8 0 )  i n  h i s  d e c a d e  r e v i e w  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n ­
m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i  m e t h o d  p r o c e d u r e s  s i n c e  ma ny  s t u d i e s  h a v e  s h o wn  t h a t  
r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e  n o t  t a p p i n g  a c t u a l  p o we r ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h e y  a r e  
m e a s u r i n g  p e r c e i v e d  a u t h o r i t y .  He s u g g e s t s  e v i d e n c e  o f  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  among me a s u r e s  u s e d  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  
mak i ng  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e e d e d .  Upon r e v i e w i n g  t h e i r  f i n d i n g s ,  
D o u g l a s  and Wi nd ( 1 9 7 8 )  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  
d i s c r e p a n c y  b e t we e n  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  h u s b a n d s  and wi v e s  was 
t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  i n s t r u m e n t .  T h u s ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  
s h o u l d  be on t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of  e r r o r s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of  
u n r e l i a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t s .  The  C a m p b e l l  and  F i s k e  ( 1 9 5 9 )
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m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  p r o c e d u r e  i s  r e c omme nde d  as a means  
t o  d e v e l o p  l e s s  a mb i g i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  and i mp r o v e d  s e l f - r e p o r t  
me a s u r e s  of  r o l e  and a u t h o r i t y  p a t t e r n s .
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Re s e a r c h
Th e r e  i s  a n e c e s s a r y  need  f o r  me a s u r e me n t  v a l i d a t i o n  in 
h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  as  w e l l  as  i n  t h e  
d i s c i p l i n e  o f  m a r k e t i n g .  S i n c e  m o s t  s t u d i e s  a r e  s i n g l e  
me a s u r e  o n e - s h o t  a f f a i r s ,  t h e r e  has  been l i t t l e  e mp h a s i s  on 
v a l i d i t y  o r  r e l i a b i l i t y  ( H e e l e r  a n d  R a y ,  1 9 7 2 ) .  The  
d i s c i p l i n e  o f  m a r k e t i n g  t h e r e f o r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be n e g l i g e n t  i n 
t h e  i mp r o v e me n t  of  me a s u r e m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  need  i s  g r e a t .  
The d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  n e e d  i n  t h i s  
i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  o f  r e s e a r c h .
The  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  
f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
a r e a .  Thr ough  t h e  me a s u r e me n t  v a l i d a t i o n  of  t h e  me t h o d s  and 
c o n s t r u c t s  us ed  in t h e  s t u d y ,  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  may be u n d e r ­
t a k e n  w i t h  a k n o w l e d g e  of  t h e  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  
a s s e s s e d  i n  b o t h  r e l i a b i l i t y  and  v a l i d i t y .  As s t a t e d  by 
H e e l e r  a nd  Ray ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  " i t  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  d e v e l o p  a c c u r a t e  
and  m e a n i n g f u l  m e a s u r e s  o f  p u r c h a s e  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e  
f a m i l y  u n i t . "
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  
ha s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a l a c k  o f  t h e o r i e s  o r  t h e o r y  
t e s t i n g  i n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  r e s e a r c h ,  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  l a c k  o f
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me a s u r e me n t  v a l i d a t i o n  i n o n e - s h o t  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s .  Be f o r e  
t h e o r i e s  c a n  be d e v e l o p e d  and t e s t e d ,  r e s e a r c h  v a l i d a t i o n  
mus t  be u n d e r t a k e n .  Wi t h o u t  v a l i d a t i n g  t h e  me a s u r e s  us ed  in 
s t u d i e s  and  t h e o r y  t e s t i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  c a n n o t  be a n a l y z e d  
w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  of  t h e  me a n i ng  of  t h e  r e s p o n s e s .  Thr ough t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  may c h o o s e  t o  u s e  t h e  
i t e m s  and me t h o d s  of  me a s u r e me n t  t h a t  a r e  t h e  mos t  v a l i d  and 
r e l i a b l e .  T h u s ,  s c h o l a r s  may t h e n  p u r s u e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
and t e s t i n g  o f  mo d e l s  and t h e o r i e s  o f  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n ­
m a k i n g  w i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  m e a s u r e s  u s e d  a n d  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s .
I t  s h o u l d  be a p p a r e n t  t h a t  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  may a l s o  
u l t i m a t e l y  b e n e f i t  f r om t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  s t u d y .  Thr ough 
r e s e a r c h e r s '  u s e  o f  v a l i d a t e d  m e a s u r e s  i n h u s b a n d - w i f e  
r e s e a r c h ,  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  w i l l  be a b l e  t o  us e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e y  may v i e w  w i t h  mo r e  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  t h a n  i n 
e a r l i e r  s t u d i e s  t h a t  us ed  me a s u r e s  t h a t  wer e  n o t  v a l i d a t e d .  
The r e s u l t s  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  and  v a l i d i t y  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  
c u r r e n t  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  m e a s u r e s  w i l l  a l s o  
p r o v i d e  a g u i d e  f o r  p r a c t i t i o n e r s  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  
s u r v e y  i n s t r u m e n t s  u s e d  i n  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n s .
CHAPTER TWO
F o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  an As s e s s me n t  of  Hus ba nd- Wi f e  
D e c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  Me a s u r e s  
I n t r o d u c t i o n
Th i s  c h a p t e r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  ma j o r  s e c t i o n s .  The 
f i r s t  s e c t i o n  p r e s e n t s  a l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w  of  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
r e s e a r c h  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  The  r e v i e w  i n c l u d e s  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  o f  d e c i s i o n  mak i ng  and power  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  m e t h o d o l o g y  a n d  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  u s e d  i n  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  r e s u l t s  o f  s e v e r a l  m a j o r  s t u d i e s  
d u r i n g  1 9 4 0 - 1 9 8 0 ,  and  t h e  m a j o r  i s s u e s  i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  Th e  s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  
c o n t i n u e s  i n a s i m i l a r  ma nne r .  The s e c t i o n  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
t wo ma j o r  a r e a s .  A r e v i e w  of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n m a r k e t i n g  i s  
p r e s e n t e d ;  t h e  r e v i e w  i n c l u d e s  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s ,  
t h e  m e t h o d o l o g y  u s e d  1n e a c h  s t u d y ,  and  t h e  m a j o r  f i n d i n g s  
r e p o r t e d  by e a c h  a u t h o r .  The  r e l e v a n t  i s s u e s  i n  m a r k e t i n g  
a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n .  The 
t h i r d  s e c t i o n  i s  a p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r  i s s u e s  t h a t  
have  been i d e n t i f i e d  by s o c i o l o g y  and m a r k e t i n g  a c a d e m i c i a n s  
a nd  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  f o c u s  and  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  
s t u d y .
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C o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of  Hus ba nd- Wi f e  D e c i s i o n  Making 
and Power  S t r u c t u r e s  i n S o c i o l o g i c a l  Re s e a r c h  
Mo s t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  and  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n ­
m a k i n g  s t u d i e s  i n  s o c i o l o g y  h a v e  f o c u s e d  on t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
" p o w e r "  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  Po we r  i s  n o r m a l l y  
d e f i n e d  as  " t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  o r  c o n t r o l  o t h e r  
p e r s o n s '  b e h a v i o r s  ( P h i l l i p s ,  1 9 6 7 ) .  The t e r m  p o w e r  ha s  
b e e n  u s e d  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y  w i t h  t h e  l a b e l s  o f  " p o w e r  
s t r u c t u r e , "  " m a r i t a l  a u t h o r i t y  p a t t e r n s , "  " d e c i s i o n  
a u t h o r i t y "  and  " a u t h o r i t y "  ( S a f i 1 o s  - R o t  h s c h i 1 d , 1 9 6 9 ) .
Power  has  e v o l v e d  f r om a u n i d i m e n s i o n a l  c o n c e p t  ( R o t h s c h i l d ,  
1 9 7 0 ) .  The  m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l  c o n c e p t  o f  p o w e r  i n c l u d e s  
s o c i o s t r u c t u r a l , i n t e r a c t i o n a l  and o u t c o m e  c o m p o n e n t s  
( Mc D o n a l d ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  C r o m w e l l  and  O l s o n  ( 1 9 7 5 )  h a v e  d i v i d e d  
p o w e r  i n t o  t h r e e  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  p o w e r  b a s e s ,  p o w e r  
p r o c e s s e s ,  and p o w e r  o u t c o m e s  i n  t h e i r  m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l  
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  power .
D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  t h e  p r i m a r y  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s e  f o r  " p o w e r "  
in t h e  f a m i l y  was r e s o u r c e  t h e o r y .  Dur i ng  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  t wo 
m a j o r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e .  R e s o u r c e  t h e o r y  h a s  
been e x p a nde d  t o  i n c l u d e  n o r m a t i v e  c o n t e x t s .  Rodman (1972)  
h a s  c o m b i n e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  c o m p a r a t i v e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  
hus ba nd  and w i f e  and c u l t u r a l  and s u b c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  and 
e x p e c t a t i o n s  i n  h i s  mo d e l  known as  n o r m a t i v e - r e s o u r c e  
t h e o r y .  B u r r  ( 1 9 7 7 )  t e s t e d  Ro d ma n ' s  t h e o r y  u s i n g  a s a m p l e
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c o m p o s e d  o f  Mormon s t u d e n t s .  The n o r m a t i v e  a s p e c t  o f  
Ro d ma n ' s  t h e o r y  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  
i n t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s '  p e r c e p t i o n s  of  powe r  i n t h e i r  f a m i l i e s .  
A c u r v i l i n e a r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  r e s o u r c e s  and power  was 
d i s c o v e r e d  and d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  a l l  o f  Rodman' s  h y p o t h e s i s .
A n o t h e r  m a j o r  a d v a n c e m e n t  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
t h e o r y  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  s o c i a l  e x c h a n g e  t h e o r y .  R i c h l e r ' s  
(1968)  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  p a r e n t - c h i l d  dyad began t h e  movement  
t o wa r d  e x c h a n g e  t h e o r y .  S a f i 1o s - R o t h s c h i  1 d (1976)  e xpa nde d  
t h e  e x c h a n g e  p r o c e s s  t o  t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d y a d .  S a f i l o s -  
R o t h s c h i l d ' s  ( 1970)  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  power  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  e q u a l i t y  and i n e q u a l i t y  o f  l o v e  b e t w e e n  
t h e  s p o u s e s  and t h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  power  o r c h e s t r a t e d  
and i m p l e m e n t e d .  O t h e r  s o c i o l o g i s t s  t h a t  h a v e  i n t e g r a t e d  
e x c h a n g e  . t h e o r y  i n t h e i r  mode l s  i n c l u d e  Sc a nz on i  (1979)  and 
Osmond ( 1 9 7 8 ) .
G e l l e s p i e  ( 1971)  p r o p o s e d  i n he r  t h e o r y  t h a t  women w i l l  
n e v e r  a c h i e v e  t h e  a mo u n t  o f  p o w e r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  h a v e  i n  
t h e i r  m a r r i a g e s  due  t o  c u l t u r a l  and  l e g a l  i n t e r n a l  b l o c k s  
and c o n d i t i o n i n g .  G e l l i s p i e  (1971)  s t a t e s  t h a t  wi v e s  w i l l  
n e v e r  s h a r e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  p o w e r  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  h a v e .
F r o m t h e  p r e c e e d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  t wo ma j o r  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  o f  f a m i l y  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  e m e r g e .  N o r m a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  t h e o r y  w h i c h
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o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  Rodman' s  ( 1972)  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  c o m p a r a t i v e  
r e s o u r c e s  and c u l t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  h a s  b e c o me  a m a j o r  
f o u n d a t i o n  i n s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  
S o c i a l  e x c h a n g e  t h e o r y  i s  a l s o  w i d e l y  u s e d  and h a s  s e v e r a l  
v a r i a t i o n s  ( R i c h e r ,  1 9 7 8 ;  S a f i l o s - R o t h s c h i l d ,  1 9 7 0 ;  
S c a n z o n i ,  1 9 7 9 ;  Os mo n d ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  I n  b o t h  n o r m a t i v e  r e s o u r c e  
t h e o r y  and s o c i a l  e x c h a n g e  t h e o r y ,  power  has  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be 
t h e  p r i m a r y  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  i n t h e  t h e o r i e s .
Me t h o d o l o g y  and Da t a  A n a l y s i s  Used 
In S o c i o l o g i c a l  Re s e a r c h  
F a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  h a s  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
c h a n g e d  s i n c e  i t s  b e g i n n i n g s  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  E a r l y  s t u d i e s  
d i d  n o t  ma k e  u s e  o f  f o r m a l  h y p o t h e s e s  o r  t e s t s  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Fr om t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s  a s t r o n g  
t r e n d  t o w a r d  f o r m a l  h y p o t h e s i s  t e s t i n g  a n d  t e s t s  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  began t o  d e v e l o p .  The p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  
and q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  w h i l e  o b s e r v a t i o n  
and o t h e r  b e h a v i o r a l  me a s u r e s  wer e  a r e l a t i v e l y  n o n e x i s t e n t  
p r o p o r t i o n  of  t h e  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  u s e d  i n f a m i l y  
r e s e a r c h .  D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 ' s  t h r o u g h  1 9 8 0  r e s e a r c h e r s  
h a v e  c o n t i n u e d  t h e s e  t r e n d s .  On l y  4 . 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
a r t i c l e s  p u b l i s h e d  on t h e  f a m i l y  d u r i n g  1 9 6 2 - 1 9 6 8  i n c l u d e d  
d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n  d a t a  ( Ruano,  Br u c e ,  and Mc De r mo t t ,  1969) .  
The  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n d e n t s  t o  t h e  s t u d i e s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  t h e  
wi v e s  and v e r y  f e w i n c l u d e d  t h e  t o t a l  f a m i l y .
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Dur i ng  t h e  1970 ' s  some m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  i mp r o v e me n t s  have 
t a k e n  p l a c e .  S t u d i e s  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  u s i n g  t h e  h u s b a n d -  
w i f e  d y a d  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s .  R e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  d e t e r m i n e d  
t h a t  b o t h  h u s b a n d s '  and w i v e s '  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  
a d e q u a t e l y  a s s e s s  f a m i l y  p o w e r  ( S a f i l o s - R o t h s c h i l d ,  1969) .  
R e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  u s e  mo r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t y p e s  o f  
a n a l y s i s  i n c l u d i n g  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  and  c l u s t e r  a n a l y s i s  
( D o u g l a s  a nd  Wi n d ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  T r a d i t i o n a l  c h i - s q u a r e  t e s t s  o f  
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t - t e s t s ,  and c o r r e l a t l o n s  have  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be 
us ed  i n t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  d a t a .
The  p r i m a r y  p r o b l e m  c i t e d  by s o c i o l o g i s t s  i s  t h e  n e e d  
t o  d e v e l o p  b e t t e r  m e a s u r e s  ( S a f i l o s - R o t h s c h i l d ,  1 9 7 0 ;  
M c D o n a l d ,  1 9 8 0 ;  T u r k  a n d  B e l l ,  1 9 7 2 ) .  S e v e r a l  h a v e  
s u g g e s t e d  t h e  need of  v a l i d i t y  a s s e s s m e n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  use  
o f  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i  m e t h o d  m a t r i x  ( Mc D o n a l d ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  
S e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t r e n d  t o w a r d  t h e  
i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  m e t h o d o l o g y  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
r e s e a r c h .  O l s o n  and R a b u n s k y  ( 1 9 7 2 )  and  Tu r k  a nd  B e l l  
( 1 9 7 2 )  h a v e  made  f o r m a l  t e s t s  o f  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  
o b s e r v a t i o n  and s e l f - r e p o r t  me t h o d s  us ed  i n f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h .  
D o u g l a s  and  Wi nd ( 1 9 7 8 )  r e c e n t l y  c i t e d  t h e  i n c o n g r u e n c e  of  
h u s b a n d  and w i f e  r e s p o n s e s  and  t h e  n e e d  o f  m e a n i n g f u l  
c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  r o l e  p a t t e r n s  a s  t h e  t wo  p r i m a r y  
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  p r o b l e ms  i n t h e  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a r e a .  
T h u s ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a t r e n d  t o w a r d  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  
i mp r o v e me n t s  i n d a t a - c o l 1e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  i n t h e  e i g h t i e s .
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I s s u e s  In S o c i o l o g i c a l  Fa mi l y  
D e c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  Re s e a r c h  
The ma j o r  i s s u e s  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n 
s o c i o l o g y  may be c a t e g o r i z e d  i n t o  t wo ma j o r  a r e a s .  F i r s t ,  
t h e  p r o b l e m of  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  " f a m i l y  
p o w e r "  h a s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  c o n f u s i o n  and a r o a d  b l o c k  t o  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  p o w e r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n f a m i l i e s .  McDonal d (1980)  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  
ma j o r  c o n c e p t u a l  p r o b l e ms  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  
a r e :  {1} t h e  u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s  b e i n g  i n v e s t i g a t e d  and (2)
t h e  d i m e n s i o n  o f  power  u n d e r  s t u d y .  The s e c ond  ma j o r  i s s u e  
i s  t h e  need f o r  i mpr oved  me t h o d o l o g y .
Co n c e p t u a l  I s s u e s  
One o f  t h e  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  i s  t h e  u s a g e  o f  t h e  t e r m  
" f a m i l y  p o w e r "  when r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e  a c t u a l l y  u s i n g  t h e  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  dyad as  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  of  a n a l y s i s  (McDonal d,  
1980) .  R o t h s c h i l d  (1969)  a l s o  p o i n t e d  ou t  t h i s  p r o b l e m.  In 
a s u r v e y  of  f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h  of  t h e  s i x t i e s  o n l y  13.3 p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  u s e d  t h e  f a m i l y  a s  t h e  u n i t  o f  a n a l y s i s .  In 
t h e  s i x t i e s  as  w e l l  as  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h  h a s  
f a i l e d  t o  t r e a t  t h e  f a m i l y  i n  a h o l i s t i c  f a s h i o n .  The t y p e s  
of  s t u d i e s  u n d e r t a k e n  by s o c i o l o g i s t s  and u n i t s  o f  a n a l y s i s  
a r e  r e p o r t e d  in F i g u r e  1.
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A l t h o u g h  e a r l y  r e s e a r c h  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  p o w e r  a s  
u n i d i m e n s i o n a l ,  f a m i l y  s o c i o l o g i s t s  s u c h  as  C r o m w e l l  and 
Ol s on ( 1975) ,  S a f i l o s - R o t h s c h i  1 d ( 1970,  1976) ,  and McDonal d 
( 1 9 8 0 )  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  p o w e r  a s  
m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l .  Th e  b a s i c  p r o b l e m  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
r e s e a r c h  i s  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  e x a m i n i n g  o n l y  t h e  o u t c o m e ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  R e s e a r c h e r s  
m u s t  b e g i n  t o  d i s c o v e r  f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s :  ( 1)  who c o n t r o l s
t h e  r e l e v a n t  d e c i s i o n s  i n t h e  f a m i l y ,  (2)  who d e c i d e s  whi ch  
d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  be a c t e d  upon,  (3) who d e c i d e s  wh i c h  member  
o f  t h e  f a m i l y  ma k e s  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  ( Mc D o n a l d ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  
S a f i 1o s - R o t h s c h i 1d has  begun t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h o s e  a r e a s  w i t h  
he r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of  o r c h e s t r a t e d  and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  power  
( S a f i 1o s - R o t h s c h i 1 d , 1 9 7 6 ) .
Me t h o d o l o g i c a l  I s s u e s  
The r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  i n f a m i l y  power  
r e s e a r c h .  Hi l l  ( 1975)  has  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  
p r o b l e ms  in f a m i l y  r e s e a r c h  have  been t h e  c e n t r a l  r e a s o n  f o r  
l a c k  o f  c o n c e p t u a l  d e v e l o p me n t  i n t h e  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
a r e a .  The b a s i c  p r o b l e m in f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  
m e t h o d o l o g y  i s  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  m e a s u r e m e n t  
i n s t r u m e n t s  and me t hods  b e i n g  u s e d .
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1.  Me a s ur e me nt  Pr obl em
D o u g l a s  a nd  Wi nd ( 1 9 7 8 )  c o m m e n t e d  on t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  
p r o b l e m s  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  T h a t  i s ,  
r e s e a r c h e r s  r e l y  p r e d o m i n a t e l y  on r e c a l l  c o n c e r n i n g  p a s t  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n s ,  o f  w h i c h  i n c l u d e  m u l t i p l e  d e c i s i o n s .  
A l s o ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  ma y  be  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  
s u b d e c i s i o n s  ( s t a g e s )  whi ch  may be made by d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  
and  may be r e l a t e d  t o  a n u mb e r  o f  p r e v i o u s  d e c i s i o n s .  The 
a u t h o r s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  be u s e f u l  
i n i d e n t i f y i n g  p r o b l e ms  of  t i m e  r e c a l l  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  
wi t h  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  made i n f r e q u e n t l y .
In Mc D o n a l d ' s  (19,80)  r e v i e w  a r t i c l e ,  he r e p o r t e d  s ome  
o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c i t e d  by H i l l  ( 1 9 7 5 )  a s  i n a d e q u a t e  m e t h o d s  
o f  m e a s u r i n g  p o w e r  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  H i l l  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  r e s e a r c h e r s  need t o  c ompa r e  v a r i o u s  me a s u r e s  
o f  power  and d e c i s i o n  mak i ng  and need  t o  d e v e l o p  me a s u r e s  of  
t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c i s i o n  maki ng  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  t h e  o u t c o me .  
Mc D o n a l d  ( 1 9 8 0 )  a n d  H i l l  ( 1 9 7 5 )  s u g g e s t  t h e  u s e  o f  
b e h a v i o r a l  me a s u r e s  and m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  
o v e r c o me  t h e s e  p r o b l e ms .  A s ummar y  of  t h e  me t h o d o l o g y  us ed  
in f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  i s  r e p o r t e d  
i n  F i g u r e  2.
2.  New Me t h o d o l o g i e s
S a f i l o s - R o t h s c h i l d  ( 1 9 6 9 )  a l s o  c o m m e n t s  on s o me  
p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  c o u l d  be u s e d  t o  b e t t e r  s t u d y  f a m i l y
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Figure 1. A Summary of Current Types of Sociological
Family Decision Making Research
Author Type of Research
Burgess (1947) Review
Cottell (1948) Review
Nye and Bayer (19 63) Review
Kenkal and Hoffman (1956) Empirical
Middleton and Putney (1960) Empirical
Burchinal and Bauder (1965) Empirical
Buric and Zecevic (1967) Empirical
Richer (1968) Theory
Papanek (19 69) Empirical
Edwards (1969) Theory
Aldous (1969) Empirical
Evans and Smith (1969) Empirical
Olson (1969) Methodological
Safilos-Rothschild (1969) Empirical
Ruano, Bruce, McDermott (1969) Review
Sprey (19 69) Theory
Safilos-Rothschild (1970) Review
Sprey (1971) Theory




Author Type of Research
Centers and Ravens (19 71) Empirical
Olson and Rambunsky (19 72) Methodology
Turk and Bell (19 72) Methodology
Bahr (19 73) Methodology
Kolb and Straus (19 74) Empirical
Brogan and Kutner (19 76) Methodology
Richmond (19 76) Empirical
Safilos-Rothschild (1976) Empirical
Price-Boham (19 76) Empirical
Araji (19 77) Empirical
Burr, Shern, Knowles (19 77) Empirical
Osmond (19 78) Theoretical
Scanzoni (19 78) Trends
Cromwell and Cromwell (19 78) Empirical
Douglas and Wind (19 78) Empirical
Hafstrom and Dunsing (1978) Empirical
Ericksen, Yancey, Ericksen (19 79) Empirical
McDonald (19 80) Review
Scanzoni and Polonko (1980) Theoretical
F i g u r e  2 .  M eth od o logy  i n  F a m i ly  D e c i s i o n  Making S o c i o l o g i c a l  R e se a rc h
Unit of Sample Data Collection
Researcher_______________________ Analysis______ Size_____________ Technique____
Kenkal & Hoffman (1956) couples 25 Sales technique 
Self-report questionnaire
Middleton & Putney (19 60) couples 40 Self-report questionnaire
Burchinal & Bauder (19 65) couples 922 Self-report questionnaire
Buric & Zecuic (1967) family 117 Self-report questionnaire
Papaneck (19 69) children 486 Self-report questionnaire
Evans & Smith (19 69 ) wives 130 Personal interview
Olson (19 69 ) couples 35 Strodbeck technique 
Personal interview
Safilos-Rothschild (19 69) couples 160 Self-report questionnaire
Bahr and Rollins (19 71) couples 50 Videotape and simulation 
game
Centers and Ravens (19 71) couples 368 Self-report questionnaire
Turk and Bell (19 72) families 336 Personal interviews









Kolb and Strauss (1974) families 63 Laboratory self-report 
questionnaire





Safilos-Rothschild (1976) couples 100 Personal interviews
Price-Boham (1976) couples 140 Personal interviews
Araji (1977) couples 572 Self-report questionnaire
Burr, Shern, Knowles (1977) students 1,056 Self-report questionnaire
Cromwell & Cromwell (1978) couples 274 Personal interviews
Douglas & Wind (1978) couples 120 Personal interviews
Sczinovacz (1978) wives 1,370 Self-report questionnaire
Hafstrom & Dunsing (1978) wives 248 Self-report questionnaire
Ericksen, Yancey, Ericksen 
(1979)
couples 1,212 Self-report questionnaire
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d e c i s i o n  ma k i ng .  These  r e c o mme n d a t i o n s  I n c l u d e :  (1)  w h i l e
p r e t e s t i n g  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s ,  e a c h  c o u l d  be a s ke d  t o  l i s t  a l l  
t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h e y  make  and b r e a k  down e a c h  d e c i s i o n ' s  
s u b p a r t s ,  (2} e ach  r e s p o n d e n t  s h o u l d  be a s k e d  t o  r a nk  t h e i r  
d e c i s i o n s  i n t e r m s  of  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  e ach  d e c i s i o n ,  how 
f r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  make t h e  d e c i s i o n s ,  and how much t i m e  t h e y  
s p e n d  i n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s .  The  a u t h o r  a l s o  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  c o u l d  be f a c t o r  a n a l y z e d  
s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  e ach  s p o u s e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  or  n o t  t wo 
d e c i s i o n s  a r e  h i g h l y  i n t e r c o r r e l a t e d .
Ma r k e t i n g  Fa mi l y  D e c i s i o n  Maki ng Re s e a r c h  
E a r l y  S t u d i e s
Ma r k e t i n g  s t u d i e s  a b o u t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  h u s b a n d s  and 
wi v e s  in f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  mak i ng  a p p e a r e d  i n t h e  l a t e  1950 ' s .  
P r i o r  t o  t h e  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  by W a l g a s t  ( 1 9 5 8 )  a nd  S h a r p  and 
M o t t  ( 1 9 5 6 ) ,  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  T r u e  m a g a z i n e  i n  
1 9 4 8  a nd  1950  R e p o r t s  by S t a r c h  ( 1 9 5 8 )  a nd  L i f e  ( 1 9 6 4  a nd  
1 9 6 5 )  w e r e  a l s o  p r e p a r e d .  The  s t u d i e s  c o n d u c t e d  f o r  T r u e  
i n c l u d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  on 65 p r o d u c t  c a t e g o r i e s .  Hus bands  and 
wi v e s  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  c o m p l e t e d  s u r v e y s  i n whi ch  c o u p l e s  wer e  
a s k e d  "who o r i g i n a l l y  d e c i d e d  on t h e  make or  b r a n d ,  and who 
made t h e  mos t  r e c e n t  p u r c h a s e ? "  The S t a r c h  s t u d y  f o c u s e s  on 
12 p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g  n o n d u r a b l e s  and d u r a b l e s .  The r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e d  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  a g r e e m e n t  on w h i c h  s p o u s e
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i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  b r a n d .  The  L i f e  s t u d i e s  
c o n c e n t r a t e d  on b r a n d  p r e f e r e n c e s  o f  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s ;  
e a c h  s p o u s e  was a s ke d  t o  s t a t e  t h e i r  b r a nd  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  30 
p r o d u c t s .  A s i m i l a r  c o n c l u s i o n  was  f o u n d  i n  b o t h  o f  t h e  
i,f_e s t u d i e s .  Th e  r e s u l t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  wa s  an 
a s s o c i a t i o n  b e t we e n  t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  b r a nd  c o n c e n s u s  and t h e  
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n d  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t  i n  t h e  
c o u p l e s '  h o me s .
Sha r p  and Mo t t ' s  ( 1956)  s t u d y  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  
who w i t h i n  t h e  f a m i l y  u s u a l l y  made c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s .  The 
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a r e a s  s u r v e y e d  i n c l u d e d  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  l i f e  
i n s u r a n c e ,  f o o d ,  h o u s i n g ,  v a c a t i o n s ,  o u t s i d e  wor k  by t h e  
w i f e ,  and t h e  h a n d l i n g  of  money and b i l l  pa y me n t .  The f o c u s  
o f  t h e  s t u d y  was an a n a l y s i s  o f  r o l e s  of  hus b a n d s  and wi ve s  
i n  e c o n o m i c  d e c i s i o n s  and  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
s p o u s e s  i n e c o n o mi c  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g .  The r e s p o n d e n t s  o f  t h e  
s t u d y  w e r e  w i v e s  o n l y .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  u n i t  o f  a n a l y s e s  was  
a c c e p t a b l e  i n  e a r l y  s t u d i e s ,  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d e  
b o t h  s p o u s e s '  r e s p o n s e s .  The  r e s e a r c h e r s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  t h e  s p o u s e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  e c o n o m i c  d e c i s i o n s  s u r v e y e d .  
Th e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i n c o m e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  u r b a n  
h o u s e h o l d s  was a l s o  c i t e d .
W o l g a s t  ( 1 9 5 8 )  s t u d i e d  f o u r  d e c i s i o n  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  
s a v i n g s ,  h o u s e h o l d  g o o d s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  and  mo n e y  and b i l l  
p a y m e n t .  I n  e x a m i n i n g  d e m o g r a p h i c  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s ,
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W o l g a s t  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  a g e s ,  s p o u s e s '  a g e s ,  
and g e o g r a p h i c  l o c a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  s h a r e d  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g .
L a t e r  m a r k e t i n g  s t u d i e s  b e g a n  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n r e p o n s e s  o f  h u s b a n d s  and wi v e s  t o  i d e n t i c a l  
q u e s t i o n s .  H a b e r m a n  a n d  E l i n s o n  ( 1 9 6 7 )  e x a m i n e d  t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n a g r e e me n t  b e t we e n  s p o u s e s  on r e p o r t i n g  a nnua l  
f a m i l y  i n c o me .  Onl y 60 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o u p l e s  r e p o r t e d  t h e  
s a me  i n c o m e .  Mo s t  o f  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n v o l v e d  w i v e s  
u n d e r r e p o r t i n g  i nc ome .
B e r e y  and  P o l l a y  ( 1 9 6 8 )  w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  m a r k e t i n g  
s c h o l a r s  t o  e x a mi n e  t h e  r o l e  of  t h e  c h i l d  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  
m a k i n g .  The  h y p o t h e s e s  t e s t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  w e r e :  ( 1)  t h e
more  a s s e r t i v e  t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  mor e  l i k e l y  t h e  mo t h e r  woul d  
p u r c h a s e  t h e  c h i l d ’ s f a v o r i t e  c e r e a l ,  a nd  (2)  t h e  mo r e  
c h i l d - c e n t e r e d  t h e  m o t h e r ,  t h e  mo r e  l i k e l y  s h e  wo u l d  
p u r c h a s e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  f a v o r i t e  b r a n d s  of  c e r e a l .  The a u t h o r s  
r e j e c t e d  b o t h  h y p o t h e s e s .  N e i t h e r  a s s e r t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  
c h i l d  o r  c h i l d  c e n t e r e d n e s s  o f  t h e  m o t h e r  a p p e a r e d  t o  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  d e c i s i o n s  on c e r e a l  p u r c h a s i n g .
The  t r e n d  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
r e s e a r c h  began  w i t h  Da v i s '  ( 1970)  s t u d y  of  m a r i t a l  r o l e s  i n 
c o n s u me r  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g .  Da v i s  e x a mi n e d  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  of  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  r o l e s  i n  f u r n i t u r e  and a u t o m o b i l e  d e c i s i o n s .  
He a l s o  c o m p a r e d  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  h u s b a n d s  and  w i v e s
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a g r e e d  on t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  r o l e s .  S i n c e  D a v i s '  s t u d y ,  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  m a r k e t i n g  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s t u d i e s  
e x a m i n e  t h e s e  t wo  m a j o r  a r e a s .  The  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  
a l s o  r e v e a l e d  t h e  n e e d  t o  i n t e r v i e w  b o t h  s p o u s e s  and  u s e  
s p e c i f i c ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  g l o b a l  m e a s u r e s  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n ­
maki ng  r e s e a r c h .  P r e v i o u s  t o  Da v i s '  wor k ,  wi v e s  wer e  o f t e n  
t h e  p r i m a r y  u n i t  o f  a n a l y s i s  i n m a r k e t i n g  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  
s t u d i e s ,  and  B l o o d  a nd  W o l f e ' s  ( 1 9 6 0 )  g l o b a l  m e a s u r e  o f  
d e c i s i o n  ma k i ng  we r e  u s e d .
A f t e r  D a v i s '  i n i t i a l  wor k  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  r o l e s  i n  
d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g ,  r e s e a r c h e r s  b e g a n  e x a m i n i n g  new d e c i s i o n  
a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  home b u y i ng  and f a m i l y  p u r c h a s i n g  d e c i s i o n  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  F e r b e r  and C h a o - L e e  ( 1 9 7 4 )  s t u d i e d  t h e  
r o l e s  o f  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  
f a m i l y  f i n a n c e s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  T h e  a r e a s  o f  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  e x a m i n e d  i n c l u d e d  p a y m e n t  o f  b i l l s ,  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  e x p e n d i t u r e s  i n r e l a t i o n  t o  b u d g e t s ,  and t h e  
u s e  o f  mo n e y  l e f t  o v e r  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  p a y  p e r i o d .  The 
d a t a  was c o l l e c t e d  in t wo w a v e s - - t h e  f i r s t  and s e c ond  y e a r  
o f  m a r r i a g e .  The r e s u l t s  showed a s h i f t  i n t h e  s e c o n d  y e a r  
o f  m a r r i a g e  t o w a r d  mo r e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  a s s u m e d  by t h e  
w i f e .  The r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  h u s b a n d s  we r e  more  l i k e l y  
t o  s a v e  a h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e  I ncome in v a r i a b l e  f o r ms  
s u c h  a s  r e a l  e s t a t e  a nd  s e c u r i t i e s  when t h e y  u n d e r t o o k  t h e  
p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  F e r b e r  and Chao- Lee  l a b e l e d  t h e
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s p o u s e  t h a t  d o mi n a t e d  t h e s e  d e c i s i o n s  t h e  f a m i l y  f i n a n c i a l  
o f f i c e r .
J o i n t - h o m e  p u r c h a s i n g  d e c i s i o n s  by c o u p l e s  was  t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  a s t u d y  by M u n s i n g e r ,  We b e r ,  and  Ha n s e n  ( 1 9 7 5 ) .  
Bot h s p o u s e s  we r e  q u e s t i o n e d  on s e v e n  c o mp o n e n t s  o f  f a m i l y  
h o u s i n g  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g .  The r e s p o n s e  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o f  e ach  
s p o u s e  i n d i c a t e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a n c e  in t h e  r o l e s  p l a y e d  
by hu s b a n d s  and wi v e s  i n t h e  v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  
d e c i s i o n .  T h e r e  wa s  o n l y  a 52 p e r c e n t  c o n g r u e n c e  i n  
r e s p o n s e s .  D e c i s i o n s  on s e e k i n g  a r e s i d e n c e  and c h o i c e  o f  
f l o o r  p l a n s  w e r e  t h e  m a j o r  a r e a s  o f  i n c o n g r u e n c e  i n  t h e  
r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  s p o u s e s .  T h e r e  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be a ny  
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  
c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  i n c o n g r u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  
h u s b a n d s  and wi v e s .
S t u d i e s  Exa mi n i ng  t h e  I n f l u e n c e  
o f  C h i l d r e n
A f t e r  m a r k e t i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  began t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  r o l e s  
o f  h u s b a n d s  and wi v e s  in d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g ,  a t t e n t i o n  began t o  
t u r n  t o w a r d s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  c h i l d r e n  i n f a m i l y  p u r c h a s e s .  
Be r e y  and P o l l a y  ( 1968)  wer e  t h e  f i r s t  m a r k e t i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  
t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n .  War d and  Wackman 
(1972)  a l s o  e x a mi n e d  t h e  amount  of  i n f l u e n c e  c h i l d r e n  had on 
t h e i r  m o t h e r s '  p u r c h a s e s .  Th e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  t h e  age  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e  mo r e
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l i k e l y  mo t h e r s  w i l l  y i e l d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a t t e m p t s .  The s t u d y  
f i n d i n g s  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  who ask f o r  p r o d u c t s  more  
o f t e n ,  r e c e i v e  t h e  p r o d u c t s  more o f t e n .
At k i n  (1978)  u n d e r t o o k  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - c h i l d  
d y a d  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  a s u p e r m a r k e t .  A l t h o u g h  p r e v i o u s  
s t u d i e s  r e l i e d  on s e l f - r e p o r t  d a t a ,  A t k i n  c o l l e c t e d  b o t h  
o b s e r v a t i o n  d a t a  and  s e l f  r e p o r t s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  t h e  
c h i l d r e n  and i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  m o t h e r s .  The r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  65 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  t i m e  c h i l d r e n  
i n i t i a t e  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  a c e r e a l ,  and when p a r e n t s  i n i t i a t e  
t h e  d e c i s i o n  many a s k  t h e  c h i l d  f o r  t h e i r  c h o i c e .
The i n f l u e n c e  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n  a r e a s  was  
e x a mi n e d  by J e n k i n s  ( 1978) .  The d e c i s i o n  a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  in 
t h e  s t u d y  w e r e :  f u r n i t u r e ,  m a j o r  a p p l i a n c e s ,  a u t o s ,
g r o c e r i e s ,  f a m i l y  s a v i n g s ,  i n s u r a n c e ,  s p e n d i n g  i n c o m e  and 
v a c a t i o n s .  Husbands  and wi v e s  r a t e d  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  
o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  s p o u s e ,  a n d  e a c h  c h i l d  f o r  e a c h  
d e c i s i o n  on a 1 0 0 - p o i n t  s c a l e .  The  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  
c h i l d r e n  had  m i n i m a l  I n f l u e n c e  i n  m a j o r  d e c i s i o n  a r e a s .  
H o w e v e r ,  b o t h  s p o u s e s  p e r c e i v e d  c h i l d r e n  a s  h i g h l y  
i n f l u e n t i a l  i n d e c i d i n g  a b o u t  f a m i l y  v a c a t i o n s ,  whe r e  some 
c o u p l e s  p e r c e i v e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  as d o mi n a n t .
C h i l d r e n ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n s  t o  e a t  o u t  
was e x a mi n e d  by Ne l s o n .  Ne l s o n ' s  ( 1978)  s t u d y  was u n i q u e  i n 
t h a t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was e x a mi n e d  i n s i x  s t a g e s  
o f  t h e  p r o c e s s .  The d a t a  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n
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we r e  i n v o l v e d  i n a l l  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n  s t a g e s  e x c e p t  how much 
m o n e y  t o  s p e n d  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .  The  r e s u l t s  
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  above  f i v e  y e a r s  of  
age a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u r c e s  i n e a t i n g  o u t .
F a m i l y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  and  t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  i n  
t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  wi t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  was i n v e s t i ­
g a t e d  by M o s c h i s  a nd  Mo o r e  ( 1 9 7 8 ) .  Th e y  d e v e l o p e d  f o u r  
c o mmu n i c a t i o n  p a t t e r n  t y p o l o g i e s  i n c l u d i n g :  l a i s s e z - f a i r e ,
p l u r a l i s t i c ,  p r o t e c t i v e ,  and c o n s e n s u a l .  The a u t h o r s  f ound  
no s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t we e n  t h e  d e mo g r a p h i c  f a c t o r s  
o f  s e x ,  a g e ,  and s o c i a l  c l a s s  and t h e  c o mmu n i c a t i o n  p a t t e r n  
t y p o l o g i e s .  The f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  
" p l u r a l i s t i c "  p a t t e r n s  have  g r e a t e r  kn o wl e d g e  a b o u t  c o n s u me r  
m a t t e r s  s u c h  a s  p u f f e r y  and p r o d u c t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The  r e ­
s u l t s  i n d i e a t e d  t h e  s o c i o - o r i e n t e d  f a m i l i e s  wer e  l i k e l y  t o  
l e a d  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n t o  l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  o r i e n t a -  
t i o n s .
Hus ba nd- Wi f e  Ro l e s  i n  Fa mi l y  
D e c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  Re s e a r c h
Ha r r y  Davi s  (1970)  began t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  h u s b a n d -  
w i f e  r o l e s  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  S i n c e  h i s  
i n i t i a l  s t u d y  s e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  have  e x a mi n e d  t h e  t o p i c  of  
t h e  r o l e s  t h e  s p o u s e s  p l a y  i n  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  D o u g l a s  
( 1 9 7 8 )  e x a m i n e d  r o l e  b e h a v i o r  i n  a c r o s s - n a t i o n a l  s t u d y .  
Bu r n s  ( 1 9 7 7 )  o f f e r e d  a new c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e s
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p l a y e d  by h u s b a n d s  and wi ve s  i n t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  
and d i f f e r e n c e s  i n p e r c e p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s .  S h u p t r i n e  
and Sa mu e l s o n  ( 1976)  u n d e r t o o k  a r e p l i c a t i o n  o f  Da v i s '  1971 
s t u d y  u s i n g  pa n e l  member s  r a t h e r  t h a n  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s .  
Da v i s  and Ri ga ux  (1974)  e x a mi n e d  25 e c o n o mi c  d e c i s i o n s  and 
t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  r o l e s  i n t h e  d e c i s i o n  and t h e  
a m o u n t  o f  r o l e  c o n s e n s u s  b e t w e e n  s p o u s e s .  A c r i t i q u e  of  
t h r e e  c o n s u m e r  r o l e  s t u d i e s  was  u n d e r t a k e  by G r a n b o i s  
( 1 9 7 8 ) .  A l t h o u g h  r o l e  t h e o r y  wa s  e x a m i n e d  by t h e s e  
r e s e a r c h e r s ,  t h e r e  a r e  many  a d d i t i o n a l  h y p o t h e s e s  t h a t  
s h o u l d  be  t e s t e d .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n e e d  f o r  c l e a r e r
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  a b o u t  r o l e  t h e o r y .  Gr a n b o i s  s t a t e d  t h a t
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f u r t h e r  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  was  n e e d e d  o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  
v a r i a b l e s .  He a l s o  c o m m e n t e d  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  s t i l l  l a c k e d  
s o u n d  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  c o n t r a s t i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s  of  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n .
Do u g l a s '  ( 1978)  s t u d y  was u n i q u e  i n t h a t  F r e n c h  c o u p l e s  
w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  s a m p l e .  A c o n t r a s t  was  ma de  b e t w e e n  
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  and F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  g r o u p s .  She c o n c l u d e d  
t h a t  r o l e  p a t t e r n s  may r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  among s u b c u l t u r a l  
g r o u p s  w i t h i n  e a c h  l a n g u a g e  g r o u p  a n d  r o l e  p a t t e r n s  
may r e f l e c t  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The mai n  p r o b l e m w i t h  t h e  
s t u d y  was  t h e  u s e  o f  s m a l l  c o n v e n i e n c e  s a m p l e s  a nd  t h e  
p o o l i n g  of  h u s b a n d s '  and w i v e s '  r e s p o n s e s .
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The r e p l i c a t i o n  o f  D a v i s '  1971  s t u d y  by S h u p t r i n e  and 
S a m u e l s o n  ( 1 9 7 6 )  r e v e a l e d  s i m i l a r  r e s u l t s .  Bo t h  s t u d i e s '  
r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  n e i t h e r  s p o u s e  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  d o mi n a n t  
ove r  t h e  e n t i r e  p u r c h a s e  d e c i s i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  d u r i n g  c e r t a i n  
a s p e c t s  o f  e a c h  p u r c h a s e  d e c i s i o n  e a c h  s p o u s e  may b e c o me  
d o m i n a n t .  The  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  was  t h e  
s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  r o l e  c l u s t e r s .  In t h e  r e p l i c a t i o n  t h e r e  was 
an i n d i c a t i o n  of  more  d e f i n e d  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e c o g n i z e d  d e c i ­
s i o n  r o l e s .
Davi s  c o n t i n u e d  h i s  work i n m a r i t a l  r o l e s  i n  h i s  (1974)  
s t u d y  w i t h  Ri g a u x .  The r e s e a r c h e r s  e x a mi n e d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  
e x e r t e d  by h u s b a n d s  a nd  w i v e s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s  was  e x a m i n e d  f o r  25 e c o n o m i c  d e c i s i o n s .  
B e l g i a n  c o u p l e s  w e r e  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  The  a n a l y s i s  
f o c u s e d  on c h a n g e s  i n m a r i t a l  r o l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  d e c i s i o n ­
maki ng  p r o c e s s .  The e x t e n t  o f  a g r e e me n t  a b o u t  r o l e s  i n t h e  
f a m i l y  was  a l s o  e x a m i n e d .  The  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t e d  a h i g h  
l e v e l  o f  c o n c e n s u s  on t h e  a g g r e g a t e  l e v e l ,  b u t  l e s s  t h a n  50 
p e r c e n t  on an i n d i v i d u a l  b a s i s .  In a p p r o x i m a t e l y  65 p e r c e n t  
o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  i n f l u e n c e  r e m a i n e d  c o n s t a n t  
t h r o u g h  t h e  e n t i r e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .
Bur ns  ( 1977)  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  f o u r  t y p e s  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  
p u r c h a s e  r o l e  s t r u c t u r e s .  The t y p o l o g i e s  i n c l u d e d :  a g r e e d ,
c o n c e e d e d ,  p r e s u m e d  a nd  d i s p u t e d .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  was  a 
t e n d e n c y  a t  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  l e v e l  f o r  o v e r e s t i m a t i o n  o f  t h e  
h u s b a n d ' s  i n f l u e n c e  and u n d e r e s t i m a t i o n  f o r  some wi v e s .  The
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r e s u l t s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s o m e  d e g r e e  o f  j o i n t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  m i s p e r c e i v e d  as hus band  d o mi n a n c e  and w i f e  
d o mi n a n c e  i s  a l s o  m i s p e r c e i v e d  as  j o i n t  r o l e  s t r u c t u r e .  The 
t y p o l o g i e s  t h a t  w e r e  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  ma y  be  u s e d  f o r  
d e s c r i p t i v e  and p o s s i b l y  p r e d i c t i v e  p u r p o s e s .
S t u d i e s  o f  Wi v e s 1 P e r c e p t i o n s
S e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  e x a m i n e d  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  
w i v e s .  Th e s e  s t u d i e s  wer e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  e x a mi n e  c h a n g e s  i n  
f e m i n i n e  r o l e s ,  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  and p e r c e p t u a l  p a t t e r n s .
The  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  o f  Gr e e n  and  C u n n i n g h a m ' s  ( 1 9 7 5 )  
s t u d y  was an e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i mp a c t  of  c h a n g e s  
in f e m a l e  r o l e s  on f a m i l y  p u r c h a s i n g .  The b a s i c  h y p o t h e s e s  
o f  t h e  s t u d y  we r e :  (1)  many d e c i s i o n s  made t r a d i t i o n a l l y  by 
h u s b a n d s  w i l l  be j o i n t  when f a m i l i e s  have  mor e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  
r o l e  s t r u c t u r e s  and  ( 2)  " mo d e r n "  w i v e s  w i l l  make  s ome  
d e c i s i o n s  p r e v i o u s l y  ma d e  by t h e i r  h u s b a n d s .  The  r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e d  h u s b a n d s  who had wi v e s  w i t h  a l i b e r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  
ma de  l e s s  d e c i s i o n s  by t h e m s e l v e s .  The  p r o d u c t s  w h i c h  
p r o v i d e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  
f a m i l i e s  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and l i b e r a l  ( "moder n" )  wi ve s  wer e  
ma j o r  a p p l i a n c e s ,  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  and v a c a t i o n s .
An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  w i v e s '  m a s c u l i n e - f e m i n i n e  
o r i e n t a t i o n s  was  u n d e r t a k e n  by Bu r n s  ( 1 9 7 7 ) .  He e x a m i n e d  
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a n d r o g y n y  i n  f e m a l e s .  The  a u t h o r ' s  b a s i c  
p u r p o s e  b e h i n d  t h e  s t u d y  was  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  a w i f e ' s
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p e r c e p t i o n  o f  h e r  s e x  r o l e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a g r e a t e r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  ma k i ng .  The r e s u l t s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  m a s c u l i n i t y  a nd  f e m i n i n i t y  w e r e  s e p a r a t e  
d i m e n s i o n s  f o r  e ach  w i f e .
Th e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  p r e f e r e n c e  c o n f l i c t  i n  f a m i l y  
a u t o m o b l e  p u r c h a s i n g  was  s t u d i e d  by Bu r n s  and G r a n b o i s  
( 1977) .  The f a c t o r s  o f  e mp a t h y ,  i n v o l v e m e n t ,  and r e c o g n i z e d  
a u t h o r i t y  w e r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  a u t h o r s '  
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  p r e f e r e n c e  c o n f l i c t .  In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  
r e s u l t s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s p o u s e s  g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  c o m p a t a b l e  
e x p e c t a t i o n s  as  t o  w h e t h e r  a d e c i s i o n  s h o u l d  be r e s o l v e d  
j o i n t l y  by t h e  c o u p l e  o r  f a l l  w i t h i n  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  
one  s p o u s e .  T h i s  s t u d y  was  one  o f  t h e  f e w l a b o r a t o r y  
s t u d i e s  t h a t  have  been u n d e r t a k e n  by m a r k e t i n g  s c h o l a r s .
The p r o c e s s  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  mak i ng  a b o u t  t h e  c h o i c e  
o f  a f a s t  f o o d  r e s t a u r a n t  and  f a m i l y ' s  l a s t  t r i p  was  t h e  
f o c u s  o f  a s t u d y  by N e l s o n  ( 1 9 7 8 ) .  The  d e c i s i o n  s t a g e s  
i n c l u d e d  in t h e  s t u d y  wer e :  i n i t i a l  s u g g e s t i o n ,  p r o v i s i o n
of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .  Wi ves  wer e  t h e  o n l y  
r e s p o n d e n t s  i n t h e  s t u d y ;  t h e y  wer e  a s ke d  t o  r a t e  t h e  d e g r e e  
o f  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s ,  and c h i l d r e n  
in e a c h  s t a g e  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g .  The d a t a  i n d i c a t e d  a 
h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  a d u l t - c h i l d  i n t e r a c t i o n  d u r i n g  a l l  t h r e e  
s t a g e s  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  C h i l d r e n  a l s o  p l a y e d  
an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  f a m i l y  t r i p s .  However ,
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t h e  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  l e s s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t r i p  d e c i s i o n s  t h a n  i n  
f a s t  f o o d  r e s t a u r a n t  d e c i s i o n s .
C r o s s - C u l t u r a l  S t u d i e s
A l t h o u g h  m o s t  r e s e a r c h  i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  ha s  
been c o n d u c t e d  i n t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s ,  some r e s e a r c h e r s  have 
b e c o me  i n v o l v e d  i n  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  r e s e a r c h .  R e s e a r c h e r s  
s u c h  as  R i g a u x - B i c m o n t  ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  D o u g l a s  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  a nd  Hempel  
( 1 9 7 4 )  h a v e  c o l l e c t e d  d a t a  i n  c o u n t r i e s  s u c h  a s  B e l g i u m ,  
F r a n c e ,  and En g l a n d .
A s m a l l  s a m p l e  o f  64 B e l g i u m  c o u p l e s  w e r e  t h e  
r e s p o n d e n t s  of  a s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  by R i g a u x - B i c mo n t  ( 1978)  on 
m a r i t a l  i n f l u e n c e s  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g .  The i n f l u e n c e  
o f  w i v e s '  t i m e  p r e s s u r e s ,  c o m p a r a t i v e  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  
h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s ,  f a m i l y  l i f e  c y c l e ,  and s o c i a l  c l a s s  wer e  
e x a m i n e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  The v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  
t i m e  p r e s s u r e  of  t h e  wi v e s  was f ound  t o  be a good i n d i c a t o r  
i n e x p l a i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n f a m i l y  e c o n o mi c  d e c i  s i  on ma k i ng .  
The s e t s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  wer e  b a s e d  on t h e o r e t i c a l  
d e t e r m i n a n t s  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  on t h e  o r i g i n  o f  s p o u s e  r o l e  
di  vi  s i  ons  .
A c r o s s - n a t i o n a l  e x p l o r a t i o n  o f  h u s b a n d - w i f e  
i n v o l v e m e n t  was u n d e r t a k e n  by Doug l a s  ( 1978) .  The d a t a  was 
g a t h e r e d  f r o m  f i v e  c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t w o  E n g l i s h -  and  
t h r e e  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  a r e a s .  The  a u t h o r  e x a m i n e d  t h e  
s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  i n i n v o l v e m e n t  i n 17 d e c i s i o n ­
30
m a k i n g  a r e a s  i n  e a c h  c o u n t r y .  The f i n d i n g s  s u g g e s t e d  a 
s u b s t a n t i a l  s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i v e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  
i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  t h e  c l o t h i n g  d e c i s i o n  
a r e a ,  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  women a p p e a r e d  t o  be more  i n v o l v e d  in 
t h e i r  h u s b a n d s '  c l o t h i n g  d e c i s i o n s  a nd  F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g  
h u s b a n d s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be move i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e i r  w i v e s '  
s p e c i a l i z e d  t a s k s .
A c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  c o mp a r i s o n  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
i n s p e c i f i c  h o u s e - b u y i n g  d e c i s i o n s  was c o mp l e t e d  by Hempel  
( 1974) .  Re s p o n d e n t s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  c o u p l e s  f r om t h e  
Un i t e d  S t a t e s  and N o r t h w e s t  Eng l a nd .  The c o u p l e s  wer e  a s ke d  
t o  c o m p l e t e  s e l f - a d m i n i s t e r e d  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e i r  r o l e s  i n t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  
o f  p u r c h a s i n g  a h ous e .  The a u t h o r  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  some r o l e  
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  d i d  e x i s t  i n bo t h  c o u n t r i e s .  Wi ves  t e n d e d  t o  
c o n c e n t r a t e  mo r e  on s o c i a l  e x p r e s s i v e  d e c i s i o n s ,  w h i l e  
h u s b a n d s  wer e  more  i n v o l v e d  in t h e  f i n a n c i a l - i n s t r u m e n t a l  
d e c i s i o n s .  In t h e  r o l e  o f  i n i t i a t i n g  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a 
h o u s e  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o u p l e s  s h a r e d  t h e  r o l e ;  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  
t h e  A m e r i c a n  c o u p l e s ,  h u s b a n d s  u s u a l l y  i n i t i a t e d  t h e  
d e c i s i o n .
Me t h o d o l o g i c a l  S t u d i e s  i n Fa mi l y  
D e c i s i o n  Maki ng
S i n c e  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  h a v e  b e c o me  mo r e
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i n v o l v e d  i n i mp r o v i n g  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  u s e d  i n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  
r e s e a r c h .  New m e t h o d s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  d a t a  h a v e  b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d  and  a c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h e  i s s u e  o f  v a l i d i t y  and  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of  me a s u r e s  has  a p p e a r e d .
The m a j o r i t y  o f  h u s b a n d - w i f e  r e s e a r c h  d a t a  h a s  b e e n  
g a t h e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  s e l f - r e p o r t  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s .  
Webb ( 1 9 7 8 )  s u g g e s t e d  a new m e t h o d  f o r  s t u d y i n g  f a m i l y  
d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  He s u g g e s t e d  a new m e t h o d o l o g y  i n  w h i c h  
r e s e a r c h e r s  woul d  d i r e c t l y  m o n i t o r  t h e  p r o c e s s  i n t h e  home 
t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  a t a p e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  
home.  Webb s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  some of  t h e  i n h e r e n t  p r o b l e ms  i n 
t h e  p r o c e d u r e  c o u l d  be ove r c ome  by l i m i t i n g  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  t o  
t wo  r o o ms  i n  t h e  hous e . ,  T h i s  d a t a - c o l l e c t i o n  t e c h n i q u e  
o f f e r e d  s e v e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s :  r e s e a r c h e r s  wo u l d  n o t  be
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d y a d ,  t o t a l  and r e l a t i v e  
i n f l u e n c e  c o u l d  be s t u d i e d ,  and r e s e a r c h e r s  woul d  n o t  have  
t o  a r b i t r a r i l y  s e l e c t  t o p i c s  f o r  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h .
The  r e c e n t  t r e n d  i n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  
t o w a r d  t h e  I m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  u s e d  i n  t h e  
a r e a .  The  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i  m e t h o d  m a t r i x  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  some o f  t h e  me a s u r e s  u s e d  i n h u s b a n d -  
w i f e  r e s e a r c h ;  D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  S z y b i l l o  e t  a l . ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  and 
W i l k e s  ( 1 9 7 5 )  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  m a t r i x  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  An 
e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t wo  p r i n c i p a l  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  was  
p r e s e n t e d  by D o u g l a s  a nd  Wi nd ( 1 9 7 8 )  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y  on 
f a m i l y  r o l e  and a u t h o r i t y  p a t t e r n s .  In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  a r e a  of
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f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  ha s  be gun  t o  e m p h a s i z e  
i mpr oved  me t h o d o l o g y ,  and c u r r e n t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n t h e  a r e a  has 
d i s p l a y e d  t h i s  e mp h a s i s .
Davi s  us ed  a m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  a p p r o a c h  t o  a d d r e s s  
t h e  i s s u e s  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  a n d  v a l i d i t y  o f  i n f l u e n c e  
me a s u r e s .  R e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  of  each  s p o u s e  was me a s u r e d  on 
a f i v e - p o i n t  L i k e r t - t y p e  s c a l e .  Four  me a s u r e s  of  i n f l u e n c e  
w e r e  u s e d  i n t h e  s t u d y .  The m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e d  a g l o b a l  
me a s u r e ,  Bl ood and Wol f e ' s  i n d e x ,  s even a u t o mo b i l e  d e c i s i o n s  
and s even  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s .  The r e s u l t s  of  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  d e c i s i o n s  we r e  
b e t t e r  me a s u r e s  t h a n  g l o b a l  me a s u r e s  of  p u r c h a s e  i n f l u e n c e .  
D a v i s  a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  Bl o o d  and Wo l f e  s c a l e  had v e r y  l ow 
i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  and was no t  a v a l i d  me a s u r e  of  hus ba nd-  
wi f e  i n f l u e n c e .
A s t u d y  by W i l k e s  ( 1 9 7 5 )  a l s o  u s e d  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  f o u r  me a s u r e s .  
The a u t h o r  e x t e n d e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  m a t r i x  p r o c e d u r e s  
t o  s t a g e s  i n t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  The a u t h o r  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  i n f l u e n c e  v a r i e d  
g r e a t l y  a c r o s s  a l l  p h a s e s  of  t h e  p r o c e s s .
The v a l i d a t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  m e t h o d s  was  a l s o  t h e  f o c u s  
o f  a s t u d y  by S z y b i l l o ,  S o s a n i e ,  and  T e n e n b e i n  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  
Thr e e  s c a l e s  wer e  us ed  in t h e  s t u d y  i n c l u d i n g  a t h r e e - p o i n t ,  
f i v e - p o i n t ,  and  t e n - p o i n t  s u m m a t e d  s c a l e s .  A c o r r e l a t i o n
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a n a l y s i s  wa s  p e r f o r m e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a m u l t i m e t h o d -  
m u l t i p r o d u c t  m a t r i x .  Ev i de nc e  of  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  was 
f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  The r e s u l t s  a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  
f i v e - p o i n t  s c a l e  o r  t h e  t e n - p o i n t  c o n s t a n t  sum s c a l e  we r e  
mo r e  l i k e l y  t o  s how c o m p a r a b l e  r e s u l t s  t h a n  any  o t h e r  
m e a s u r e s  of  i n f l u e n c e .  The m a j o r  f a u l t  w i t h  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  
t h a t  o n l y  wi ves  were used i n  t he  s a mp l e .
The s t u d y  u n d e r t a k e n  by D o u g l a s  and Wi nd ( 1 9 7 8 )  was 
c o n c e r n e d  wi t h  t wo p r i n c i p a l  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  q u e s t i o n s :  "(1)
t o  what  e x t e n t  a r e  hus band and wi f e  r e s p o n s e s  c o n g r u e n t  in 
r e l a t i o n  t o  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  of  d e c i s i o n s  and a c t i v i t i e s ,  and 
(2) can h o u s e h o l d s  be m e a n i n g f u l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n t e r ms  of  
d o mi n a n t  a u t h o r i t y  and r o l e  p a t t e r n s  a c r o s s  d e c i s i o n  a r e a s  
and t a s k s . "  The d a t a  was  a n a l y z e d  i n  t wo  p h a s e s .  In t h e  
f i r s t  p h a s e  t h e  c o n g r u e n c e  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  r e s p o n s e s  was  
e x a m i n e d  i n b o t h  t h e  t o t a l  p a t t e r n i n g  and on t h e  s p e c i f i c  
d e c i s i o n s  and t a s k s  be t we e n  a l l  hus ba nds  and a l l  wi ve s  and 
b e t w e e n  e a c h  h u s b a n d / w i f e  p a i r .  S e c o n d l y ,  t wo  p r o c e d u r e s  
w e r e  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  among 
f a m i l i e s  i n r o l e  p a t t e r n s .  Ro l e  p a t t e r n s  we r e  a n a l y z e d  
ba s e d  on a t t i t u d e s  t o wa r d  ma l e  domi na nc e  and bas ed  on t h e i r  
a t t i t u d i n a l  and s o c i o e c o n o mi c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  In r e g a r d  t o  
t h e  d e g r e e  of  c o n g r u e n c e  be t we e n  hus band  and wi f e  r e s p o n s e s ,  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s  g r o u p  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  a s i m i l a r  m a n n e r .  At  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
l e v e l ,  t h e  i n c o n g r u e n c e  was p r i m a r l y  be t we e n  t he  d e g r e e  of
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Figure 3. A Summary of Current Types of Family Decision
Making Research
Author Type of Research
Sharp and Mott (19 56) Empirical
Wolgast (1958) Empirical
Haberman (1967) Empirical




Ward & Wackman (1972) Empirical
Ferber (1973) Empirical
Hempel (1974) Empirical
Davis & Rigaux (1974) Empirical
Ferber & Chao (1974) Empirical
Green & Cunningham (1975) Empirical







Szybillo & Sosanie (1977) Empirical
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F i g u r e  3 .  ( C o n t in u e d )












Burns & Ortinau (1978) Empirical
Moschis & Moore (1978) Empirical
Webb (19 78) Empirical
Szybillo, Sosanie, Tennenbein (1979) Empirical-
Methodological
Curry and Menasco (19 79) Empirical
Filiatrault & Ritchie (1980) Theoretical
Figure 4. Methodology in Family Decision Making Marketing Research
Researcher Unit of Analysis Data Collection Technique
Sharp & Mott (19 56 
Wolgast (1958)
Haberman (1967)
Berey and Pollay (1968)
Davis (1970)
Davis (1971)
Ward & Wackman (19 72)
Davis and Rigaux (19 74)
Ferber and Chao (1974)
Green and Cunningham (19 75) 


































Szybillo and Sosanie (19 77) 
Burns (19 77)
Burns and Granbois (19 77) 
Burns (19 77)
Atkin (19 78)
Rigaux-Bichmont (19 78) 
Moschis and Moore (19 78)
Hafstrom and Dunsing (19 78) 
Jenkins (1978)
























Researcher Unit of Analysis Data Collection Technique
Nelson (1978) Married men and 
women
Personal interview
Burns and Ortinau (1978) Wives Self-report questionnaire
Szybillo, Sosanie, Tenenbein 
(1979)
Wives Self-report questionnaire





j o i n t  as  o p p o s e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  d e c i s i o n ­
ma k i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  and t a s k s .  The a u t h o r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  
f e l t  b e t t e r  r e s e a r c h  i s  n e e d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  l e s s  a m b i g i o u s  
q u e s t i o n s  and b e t t e r  s e l f - r e p o r t  me a s u r e s  of  a u t h o r i t y  and 
r o l e s  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  The  a u t h o r s  s u g g e s t e d  u s i n g  t h e  
Campbe l l  and F i s k e  (1959)  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  p r o c e d u r e  
t o  i m p r o v e  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  The a u t h o r s  
a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  need f o r  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  t o  e xa mi ne  r o l e  
a u t h o r i t y  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t y p e s  o f  d e c i s i o n s  and 
t a s k s  w h e r e  b o u n d a r i e s  d i f f e r .
Maj or  I s s u e s  i n Fa mi l y  Ma r k e t i n g  
De c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  Re s e a r c h  
M a r k e t i n g  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  ha s  many 
i m p e r f e c t i o n s .  D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 6 )  and D o u g l a s  and Wi nd ( 1 9 7 8 )  
have a d d r e s s e d  some of  t h e  ma j o r  i s s u e s  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n ­
maki ng r e s e a r c h .  The s e  i s s u e s  may be c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h r e e  
m a j o r  a r e a s :  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n ,  m e a s u r e m e n t ,  a n d
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n .  B o t h  s o c i o l o g i s t s  a nd  m a r k e t i n g  
r e s e a r c h e r s  seem t o  have i d e n t i f i e d  s i m i l a r  i s s u e s .
Da t a  C o l l e c t i o n  I s s u e s  
F a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  h a s  b e e n  p l a g u e d  by 
many d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  p r o b l e m s .  The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
r e l e v a n t  " f a m i l y  u n i t "  t o  be a n a l y z e d  i s  a m a j o r  i s s u e .  
Al t h o u g h  many m a r k e t e r s  c l a s s i f y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  maki ng  and
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h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  i n t o  one  c a t e g o r y  t h e r e  a r e  
ma j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  F i g u r e  3 d i s p l a y s  t h e  u n i t s  of  a n a l y s i s  
t h a t  have been s t u d i e d  i n m a r k e t i n g  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
l i t e r a t u r e .  Dur i ng  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  wi ve s  o n l y  wer e  s u r v e y e d ;  
l a t e r  s t u d i e s  showed t h e  need f o r  bot h  h u s b a n d s '  and wi v e s '  
r e s p o n s e s .  T y p i c a l l y ,  hus bands  and wi ve s  a r e  t h e  mai n u n i t s  
of  a n a l y s i s  i n t h e  m a r k e t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .  Re c e n t  m a r k e t i n g  
r e s e a r c h  h a s  s hown a t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e
i n f l u e n c e s  of  c h i l d r e n  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g ,  bu t  t h e s e
s t u d i e s  a r e  few in number .
Most  m a r k e t i n g  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s t u d i e s  have used 
s e l f - r e p o r t  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .  A1t hough s e l f - r e p o r t  
d a t a  o f f e r  s e v e r a l  a d v a n t a g e s  i n c l u d i n g  e a s e  of  c o l l e c t i o n  
and a n a l y s i s ,  t h i s  me t h o d  may n o t  be an a d e q u a t e  me t h o d  t o  
c o l l e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  The 
f i n a l  o u t c o m e  may be  t a p p e d  by t h i s  d a t a - c o l l e c t i o n  
t e c h n i q u e ,  b u t  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  t h e  d a t a  g a t h e r e d  i s  
q u e s t i o n a b l e .  Si  nee s e l f - r e p o r t  d a t a  i s  r e c a l l e d  f r om t h e
r e s p o n d e n t s '  me mo r i e s ,  t h e  d a t a  may be i n a c c u r a t e  {J acoby ,
1978) .  Davi s  (1971)  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  b e t t e r  a t  
r e me mb e r i n g  what  s p e c i f i c  d e c i s i o n s  wer e  made ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  
who made t hem.
B e h a v i o r a l  me t hods  a l s o  p r e s e n t  p r o b l e ms  in a c c u r a c y  of  
t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d .  L a b o r a t o r i e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  
" e f f e c t s "  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s ,  and  t h e y  may 
g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e
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d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  Th i s  i s s u e  has  no t  been r e s o l v e d ,  
b u t  t h e r e  a r e  some p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s .  B e t t e r  d e s i g n e d  
s e l f - r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  d a t a - g a t h e r i  ng 
t e c h n i q u e s  n e e d  t o  be d e v i s e d .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a n e e d  f o r  an 
a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e s e  me a s u r e s .  
Work in t h i s  a r e a  has  be e n  u n d e r t a k e n  by s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Tu r k  and B e l l  ( 1 9 7 2 )  and Ol s o n  and Ra mb u n s k y  
( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  and m a r k e t i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  
Wi l kes  ( 1975) ,  and S y z b i l l i o  e t  a l .  (1979) .
Measur ement  I s s u e s
M e a s u r e m e n t  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be a c e n t r a l  i s s u e  i n 
c o n s u m e r  b e h a v i o r ,  and i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .  P r o b l e m s  a r e  
a p p a r e n t  in t h e  n o n r e p l i c a t i o n  of  i t e ms  us ed  in s e l f - r e p o r t  
i n s t r u m e n t s ,  v a r i a n c e s  i n  s c a l e s  and l a b e l i n g  o f  r e s p o n s e  
c a t e g o r i e s ,  and p o o r  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s .  
D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 6 )  p o i n t e d  o u t  a n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  r e s p o n s e  
c a t e g o r i e s  and s c a l e s  t h a t  can  be r e p l i c a t e d  i n  r e s e a r c h .  
The i t e m s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s e l f - r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  s eem t o  be 
a r b i t r a r i l y  chos en  and a r e  no t  o f t e n  r e p l i c a t e d .  S t a n d a r d  
i t e m s  n e e d  t o  be  d e s i g n e d  s o  t h a t  t h e i r  u s e  ma y  be 
r e p l i c a t e d  and c o mp a r i s o n s  be t ween s t u d i e s  can be made.
The me a s u r e me n t  of  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  in s t u d i e s  has 
a l s o  been poor .  Dependent  v a r i a b l e s  such as i n v o l v e me n t  and 
i n f l u e n c e  h a v e  n o t  be e n  p r o p e r l y  m e a s u r e d .  T y p i c a l l y ,
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r e s e a r c h e r s  m e a s u r e  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o r  i n f l u e n c e  o f  e a c h  
s p o u s e  on a r e l a t i v e  b a s i s .  Pe r ha ps  t h e  me a s u r e  s h o u l d  a l s o  
i n c l u d e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  and f r e q u e n c y  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
( S a f i l o s - R o t h s c h i l d ,  1976) .  Thus ,  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  
may i n c l u d e  m u l t i p l e  d i me n s i o n s .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  me a s u r e me n t  
o f  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  ha s  p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s e d  on t h e  
o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n .  T h i s  o v e r s i g h t  ha s  l e d  t o  s ome  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  c o n c l u s i o n s .  I n f l u e n c e  may be e x e r t e d  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  I d e a l l y ,  p r o p e r  
me a s u r e me n t  of  d e p e n d e n t  me a s u r e s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a l l  s t a g e s  
of  t h e  d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s .
The C o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  I s s u e  
Ma r k e t i n g  s c h o l a r s  have begun t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  h us ba nd-  
w i f e  d e c i s i o n  maki ng in a m u l t i d i m e n s i o n a l  f a s h i o n .  E a r l i e r  
s t u d i e s  v i s u a l i z e d  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  as  a u n i d i m e n ­
s i o n a l  c o n c e p t .  T h i s  p r o g r e s s i o n  wa s  an i m p o r t a n t  
d e v e l o p m e n t .  The i s s u e  a t  p r e s e n t  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  a f o r m a l  
model  of  t h e  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  Al t hough  e f ­
f o r t s  ha ve  b e e n  made  t o  e m p i r i c a l l y  t e s t  h y p o t h e s e s  and 
p i e c e s  o f  t h e o r i e s  b o r r o w e d  f r o m s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  t h e r e  i s  a 
l a c k  o f  m o d e l s  o r  t h e o r i e s  i n  m a r k e t i n g  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
l i t e r a t u r e .  Be f o r e  model  b u i l d i n g  can be a c h i e v e d ,  m a r k e t ­
i n g  s c h o l a r s  n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  b e t t e r  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s  and  m e a s u r e s .  M a r k e t e r s  m u s t  a l s o  b e g i n  t o
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d e v e l o p  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  encompas s  v a r i a b i l i t y  i n f a m i l y  s t r u c ­
t u r e ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  and s i t u a t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s .  I n t e g r a t i o n  of  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  w i l l  a i d  i n  t h e  b u i l d ­
i n g  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  m a r k e t e r s  m u s t  j u d i c i o u s l y  s e l e c t  t h e  
a s p e c t s  of  t h e s e  d i s c i p l i n e s '  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  p u r c h a s e  b e h a v i o r .  The n e e d  f o r  a mo d e l  o f  
h u s b a n d - w i f e  dec i s  i on b e h a v i o r  i s  a c e n t r a l  i s s u e ,  bu t  t h e  
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  mus t  be s o l v e d  b e f o r e  s u i t a b l e ,  t e s t ­
a b l e  mode l s  can be d e v e l o p e d .
Common I s s u e s  i n Ma r k e t i n g  and S o c i o l o g i c a l  
Fa mi l y  De c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  Re s e a r c h
M a r k e t i n g  a n d  s o c i o l o g y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
r e s e a r c h e r s  a p p e a r  t o  s h a r e  s e v e r a l  common i s s u e  a r e a s .  
Bo t h  d i s c i p l i n e s  h a v e  had s c h o l a r s  s i t e  i s s u e s  i n v o l v i n g  
c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  p h e n o me n o n  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n ­
ma k i n g  p r o c e s s  and t h e  n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e d  m e t h o d o l o g y  and 
me a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n .
A f t e r  a r e v i e w  of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  has  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  b o t h  d i s c i p l i n e s  h a v e  n e g l e c t e d  t h e  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  a r e  me a s u r e d  
i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  P o w e r ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and 
a u t h o r i t y  a r e  t h e  mos t  common d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  me a s u r e d  
i n  s o c i o l o g y  and m a r k e t i n g  s t u d i e s .  S a f i 1o s - R o t h s c h i 1 d 
(1976)  has  s t a t e d  t h a t  no one has  c l e a r l y  made a d i s t i n c t i o n  
i n  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s .  Ar e  t h e s e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s
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i n d e p e n d e n t  of  e a c h  o t h e r ,  o r  a r e  t h e y  t a p p i n g  t h e  s a me  
d i me ns i on  of  d e c i s i o n  maki ng?
The ma n n e r  1n wh i c h  m a r k e t i n g  and s o c i o l o g y  s c h o l a r s  
c o n c e p t u a l i z e  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  a p p e a r s  t o  be q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t .  S o c i o l o g i s t s  have t e n d e d  t o  f o c u s  on why f a m i l y  
member s  behave  as t h e y  do in f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i ng ,  wh i l e  
m a r k e t i n g  r e s e a r c h e r s  h a v e  f o c u s e d  on t h e  p r o c e s s .  T h e r e  
a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  n e e d  t o  d e v e l o p  m o d e l s  t h a t  w i l l  
i n c o r p o r a t e  b o t h  a s p e c t s  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  
S c a n z o n i  ( 19 8 0 )  h a s  be gun  t o  make p r o g r e s s  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  
Thr ough t h e  v a l i d a t i o n  o f  me a s u r e s  of  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g ,  model  
t e s t i n g  can beg i n  and t h e o r i e s  of  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  maki ng  can 
be d e v e l o p e d .
The i s s u e  of  t h e  need f o r  i mpr ove d  me t h o d o l o g y  has  a l s o  
been d i s c u s s e d  by bo t h  m a r k e t i n g  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  s c h o l a r s .  
The n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  s e l f - r e p o r t  i n s t r u m e n t s  and 
s t u d i e s  u s i n g  b e h a v i o r a l  me a s u r e s  and new me a s u r e s  has  been 
s u g g e s t e d  by s c h o l a r s  s u c h  as J a c o b y  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  S a f i l o s -  
R o t h s c h i l d  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  and  D o u g l a s  and Wind 
( 1 9 7 8 ) .  The n e e d  f o r  m e a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  
i d e n t i f i e d  by m a r k e t i n g  ( He e l e r  and Ray,  1972;  Da v i s ,  1976)  
and s o c i o l o g y  ( Mc Do n a l d ,  1 980 ;  H i l l ,  1975)  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s t u d i e s .  The m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  
m a t r i x  h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by t h e s e  s c h o l a r s  as  t h e  t o o l  
needed t o  b r i n g  a bou t  t h e  muc h- ne e de d  v a l i d a t i o n  of  me a s u r e s  
i n  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  s t u d i e s .  T h u s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  b o t h
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d i s c i p l i n e s  s h a r e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i m p r o v e d  m e t h o d o l o g i e s  and  
v a l i d a t i o n  of  m e a s u r e s  u s e d  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e ­
s e a r c h .  T h i s  s t u d y  i s  an a t t e m p t  t o  v a l i d a t e  s ome  o f  t h e  
f r e q u e n t l y - u s e d  me a s u r e s  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .
CHAPTER THREE 
C o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  Re s e a r c h  Topi c
Over vi ew
The f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  i n c l u d e d  a 
l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  i n  
m a r k e t i n g  and s o c i o l o g y ;  a r e v i e w  of  t h e  r e l e v a n t  i s s u e s  in 
each  o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s  has  a l s o  been d i s c l o s e d .  A f t e r  
a r e v i e w  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  ha s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
me a s u r e me n t  v a l i d a t  i on i s  one of  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  
in f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  
b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i s s u e  m u s t  be a d d r e s s e d  a nd  e x p l o r e d  b e f o r e  
t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  m o d e l s  can t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h u s ,  
t h e  p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  c h a p t e r  i s  t o  p r e s e n t  t he  
c o n c e p t  of  me a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n  and t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  me t hods  t h e  
a u t h o r  i n t e n d s  t o  use  i n v a l i d a t i n g  some of  t h e  more  c u r r e n t  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  me a s u r e s  used in t h e  m a r k e t i n g  and s o c i o l o g y  
1 i t e r a t u r e .
A v a l i d i t y  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i t e m s  i n  e a c h  
i n s t r u m e n t  was  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  The  C a mp b e l l  and 
F i s k e  (1959)  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  f o r m a t  was used 
t o  a s s e s s  t h e  d i v e r g e n t  and c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  member  d e c i s i o n  me a s u r e s  a c r o s s  e a c h  p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n  
a r e a  and t h r o u g h  each s t a g e  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  
w i t h i n  t h r e e  d i me n s i o n s  of  d e c i s i o n  maki ng .  An a s s e s s m e n t  
o f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i t e m s  i n  e a c h
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i n s t r u m e n t  wa s  a l s o  u n d e r t a k e n .  C o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  
c o n g r u e n c e  of  t h e  h u s b a n d s '  and w i v e s '  r e s p o n s e s  we r e  made 
w i t h i n  t h r e e  f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e .
B e f o r e  o f f e r i n g  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of  
m e a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x ,  an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  how t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
mu l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  i s  used t o  a s s e s s  v a l i d i t y  and i n t e r n a l  
r e l i a b i l i t y  w i l l  be  p r e s e n t e d ,  and  a s u mma r y  o f  t h r e e  
s t u d i e s  t h a t  h a v e  u s e d  t h e  m a t r i x  a p p r o a c h  i n  p r e v i o u s  
v a l i d a t i o n  s t u d i e s  w i l l  a l s o  be i n c l u d e d .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  
e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  m a t r i x  and p r e v i o u s  u s e ,  t h e  a u t h o r  w i l l  
p r e s e n t  a c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i n t e r p r e t s  p r e v i o u s  
v a l i d a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e s  u s i n g  t h e  m a t r i x  a p p r o a c h  and new 
p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of  t h e  m a t r i x  
i n  t h e  v a l i d a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  a s p e c t s  o f  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
me a s u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t a g e s  of  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  s u b d e c i s i o n s  and 
d i m e n s i o n s  of  p o we r  u s e d  i n c o n t e m p o r a r y  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n ­
maki ng s t u d i e s .
An E x p l a n a t i o n  of  Campbel l  and F i s k e ' s  
M u l t i t r a i t - M u l t i m e t h o d  Ma t r i x
The m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  a p p r o a c h  h a s  b e e n  
s u g g e s t e d  as t h e  o p t i m a l  me t hod t o  be used in t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  
o f  v a l i d i t y  and r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
m e a s u r e s  ( D a v i s ,  1976;  H e e l e r  and Ray ,  1972 ;  Mc Do n a l d ,  
1980) .  The met hod p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a bou t :  "(1)  wh e t h e r
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a t r a i t  o r  c o n s t r u c t  c a n  be o b s e r v e d  u n d e r  d i f f e r e n t  
m e a s u r e m e n t  p r o c e d u r e s ,  ( 2 )  w h e t h e r  a t r a i t  c a n  be 
m e a n i n g f u l l y  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r om o t h e r s ,  and (3) how much of  
t h e  v a r i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t r a i t s  can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e i r  
i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  as t h e  me a s u r e s  of  t h e s e  t r a i t s "  
( Da v i s ,  1976) .
The a ns we r s  t o t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  can be p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  a m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  composed 
o f  i n t e r c o r r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  r e s u l t  when e a c h  o f  t h e  t wo  or  
more t r a i t s  a r e  me a s u r e d  by each of  t h e  t wo or  more me t hods  
( t e c h n i q u e s ) .  The  C a mp b e l l  and  F i s k e  ( 1 9 5 9 )  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i me t h o d  m a t r i x  can t h u s  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a bou t  r e l i a ­
b i l i t y ,  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d a t i o n ,  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d  a t  i on ,  and 
c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d a t i o n  ( He e l e r  and Ray,  1972) .
An a s s e s s m e n t  of  r e l i a b i l i t y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  t h r o u g h  an 
e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  ma i n  d i a g o n a l  o f  t h e  m a t r i x .  I f  t h e  
v a l u e s  a l o n g  t h e  d i a g o n a l  a r e  h i g h ,  t h e n  t h e  i t e m s  may be 
c o n s i d e r e d  i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  and r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  
( He e l e r  and Ray,  1972) .
A f t e r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i t e m s ,  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  t he n  a s s e s s e d ;  t h i s  i s  a c c o mp l i s h e d  
by e x a mi n i n g  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be t we e n  d i f f e r e n t  me a s u r e s  of  
t h e  same t r a i t s  ( He e l e r  and Ray,  1972) .  Campbel l  and F i s k e
( 1 9 5 9 )  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
d i a g o n a l  " s h o u l d  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m z e r o  and
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s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  enough t o  e n c o u r a g e  f u r t h e r  e x a mi n a t i o n  
of  v a l i d i t y . "
D i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d a t i o n  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  a f t e r  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  h a v e  b e e n  a s s u r e d .  
D i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h r e e  c o n d i t i o n s :  (1)
t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i t  s h o u l d  c o r r e l a t e  mor e  
h i g h l y  wi t h  a n o t h e r  me a s u r e  of  t h a t  t r a i t  t h a n  wi t h  a n o t h e r  
v a r i a b l e  t h a t  has  n e i t h e r  t h e  met hod or  t r a i t  in common;  (2) 
t h e  me a s u r e  of  a t r a i t  s h o u l d  be more h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  wi t h  
a n o t h e r  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e  s a me  t r a i t  t h a n  w i t h  a m e a s u r e ( s )  
wh i c h  h a v e  t h e  s ame  me t h o d  i n  common,  b u t  a r e  d e s i g n e d  
t o  me a s u r e  a d i f f e r e n t  t r a i t ( s ) ,  and (3) t h e  same i n t e r r e l a ­
t i o n s h i p  p a t t e r n s  s h o u l d  be p r e s e n t  i n  a l l  h e t e r o t r a i t  
t r i a n g l e s  ( Da v i s ,  1976) .
C o n s t r u c t  v a l i d a t i o n  may a l s o  be i n d i c a t e d  t h r o u g h  an 
a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .  He e l e r  and 
Ray ( 1 9 7 2 )  s t a t e d ,  "A c o n s t r u c t  o r  t h e o r y  i s  on t h e  r o a d  t o  
v a l i d i t y  i f  c o r r e l a t i o n s  be t we e n  d i f f e r e n t  t r a i t s  e x h i b i t  a 
s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  wh e t h e r  me a s u r e d  by one met hod or  d i f f e r e n t  
m e t h o d s ."
P r e v i o u s  V a l i d a t i o n  S t u d i e s  in 
Fa mi l y  De c i s i o n  Making 
Da v i s '  S t udy
D a v i s  e x a m i n e d  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  m e a s u r e s  o f  p u r c h a s e  
i n f l u e n c e  i n  h i s  s t u d y  ( 1 9 7 1 ) .  The m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e d  a
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g l o b a l  me a s u r e  of  i n f 1u e n c e - - " wh o  makes  i m p o r t a n t  p u r c h a s i n g  
d e c i s i o n s  in your  f a m i l y ? "  The s econd  me a s u r e  used was t he  
Blood and Wol f e  I nde x  (1960)  whi ch c o n t a i n e d  f i v e  cons umer  
d e c i s i o n s  and t h r e e  d e c i s i o n s  about  c h o i c e  of  empl oyme n t  and 
me d i c a l  s e r v i c e s .  The t h i r d  and f o u r t h  me a s u r e s  of  r e l a t i v e  
i n f l u e n c e  i n c l u d e d  v a r i o u s  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  s u b d e c i s i o n s  
i n v o l v e d  i n  p u r c h a s i n g  an a u t o m o b i l e  a n d  f u r n i t u r e  
p u r c h a s e s .  The t r a i t s  used t o  f orm t h e  m a t r i x  were  t h e  f o u r  
me a s u r e s  of  r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e .  The t wo "me t hods "  used were 
t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s  t o  
i d e n t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  a bou t  i n f l u e n c e .  The r e l a t i v e  i n f l u e n c e  
f o r  each f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  was me a s u r e d  on a f i v e - p o i n t  L i k e r t  
s c a l e .  Th e  l a b e l i n g  o f  t h e  s c a l e  i n c l u d e d :  h u s b a n d
d e c i d e s ,  h u s b a n d  ha s  mo r e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  w i f e ,  e q u a l  
i n f l u e n c e ,  w i f e  h a s  mo r e  i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  h u s b a n d ,  and w i f e  
d e c i d e s .
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  
a b o u t  s p e c i f i c  d e c i s i o n s  we r e  b e t t e r  m e a s u r e s  t h a n  g l o b a l  
me a s u r e s  of  p u r c h a s e  i n f l u e n c e .  Davi s  a l s o  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
t h e  Blood and Wol f e  I nde x  (1960)  was no t  a v a l i d  me a s u r e  of  
h u s b a n d - wi f e  i n f l u e n c e .
Wi l k e s '  S t udy
W i l k e s  ( 1 9 7 5 )  e x t e n d e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  s t a g e s  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n ­
ma k i n g  p r o c e s s .  Hi s  g o a l  was  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  d e g r e e  of  
c o m m o n a l i t y  o f  p e r c e i v e d  i n f l u e n c e  a c r o s s  t h e  s p o u s e s '
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p e r c e p t i o n s  and how t h e  f o u r  s t a g e s  i n t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
p r o c e s s  i n t e r r e l a t e d .  W i l k e s '  s t u d y  was  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  
D a v i s '  1971 s t u d y  i n  t h a t  f o u r  m e a s u r e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  we r e  
e x a m i n e d  i n c l u d i n g :  g l o b a l  m e a s u r e s ,  t h e  Bl ood  and Wo l f e
( I 9 6 0 )  i n d e x ,  and t wo  m a j o r  h o u s e h o l d  p r o d u c t s  a c r o s s  t h e  
s t a g e s  of  t he  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .
Wi l k e s '  (1975)  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  of  t wo a n a l y s e s .  In t he  
f i r s t  a n a l y s i s  a m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  was composed 
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t h r e e  m e a s u r e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e  ( t r a i t s )  and t h e  
h u s b a n d s '  and w i v e s '  r e s p o n s e s  as  t h e  m e t h o d s .  The t h r e e  
m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e d  t wo  g l o b a l  m e a s u r e s  and t h e  Bl o o d  and 
Wo l f e  ( 1 9 6 0 )  I n d e x .  In t h e  s e c o n d  a n a l y s i s  t h e  m a t r i x  was  
composed of  t h e  f o u r  s t a g e s  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  
( t r a i t s )  and t h e  husband and wi f e  r e s p o n s e s  ( me t hods ) .  The 
s t a g e s  of  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  d e c i s i o n  maki ng i n c l u d e d :  p r o b l e m
r e c o g n i t i o n ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  s e a r c h ,  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ,  a nd  
p u r c h a s e .  The r e s p o n s e  c a t e g o r i e s  i n c l u d e d :  hus band a l o n e ,
hus band more t ha n  w i f e ,  husband and wi f e  t h e  s ame ,  w i f e  more 
t h a n  h u s b a n d ,  and w i f e  a l o n e  on a f i v e - p o i n t  l i k e r t - t y p e  
s c a l e .
The ma j o r  f i n d i n g  i n Wi l k e s '  ( 1975)  s t u d y  was t h a t  t he  
p a t t e r n  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  i n f l u e n c e  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  a c r o s s  a l l  
p h a s e s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  maki ng .
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S y z b i l l o ,  So s a n i e , _ T e n e b e i n ' s  St udy
The s t u d y  by S y z b i l l o ,  S o s a n i e ,  and T e n e b e i n  ( 1 9 7 9 )  
u n d e r t o o k  a s t u d y  u s i n g  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  s c a l e s  a c r o s s  t e n  
p r o d u c t  and s e r v i c e  c a t e g o r i e s .  Da t a  was  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m 
w i v e s  o n l y .  The t h r e e  s c a l e s  i n c l u d e d  a f i v e - p o i n t ,  t e n -  
p o i n t  c o n s t a n t  sum,  and t h r e e - p o i n t  s c a l e s  and wer e  used as 
t h e  " me t hods "  i n t h e  m a t r i x ,  wh i l e  t h e  t e n  p r o d u c t s  composed 
t h e  s e c o n d  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  m a t r i x .  T h u s ,  a m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  was  c o m p o s e d .  The D a v i s  ( 1 9 7 1 )  and 
W i l k e s  ( 1 9 7 5 )  s t u d i e s  u s e d  m a t r i c e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
s p o u s e s  as  t h e  " me t h o d "  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .  Davi s  (1971)  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  
o f  r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s  as  t wo  " m e t h o d s . "  
The r e s u l t s  of  t h e  s t u d y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t he  f i v e - p o i n t  s c a l e  
and t e n - p o i n t  c o n s t a n t  sum s c a l e  we r e  mo r e  l i k e l y  t o  show 
c o mp a r a b l e  r e s u l t s  t h a n  any o t h e r  i n f l u e n c e  me a s u r e s .
The p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  h a v e  n o t  i n t e g r a t e d  a l l  o f  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  u s e s  o f  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .  The 
m a t r i x  c o u l d  a l s o  be u s e d  t o  v a l i d a t e  f r a m e s  of  r e f e r e n c e  
m e t h o d s  and d i m e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  m e a s u r e s  
a c r o s s  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  i n  
s u b d e c i s i o n  a r e a s ,  n o t  j u s t  g l o b a l  a r e a s .
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Component s  of  t h e  M u l t i t r a i t - M u l t i m e t h o d  Ma t r i x
Methods
The " m e t h o d s "  u s e d  f o r  t h e  v a l i d i t y  c o m p a r i s o n  i n  t h e  
s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h r e e  f r a m e s  of  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  e a c h  
s p o u s e .  Thus ,  s i x  me t hods  wer e  empl oye d  in t h e  s t u d y .  The 
t h r e e  f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e  i n c l u d e :  j o i n t  d e c i s i o n  ma k i ng ,
t h e  a c t o r ' s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  and t h e  a c t o r ' s  
p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  ( s p o u s e ) .  T h e s e  m e t h o d s  w i l l  be 
u s e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  m a t r i c e s .  F i g u r e  6 i l l u s t r a t e s  how 
t h e  me t hods  wer e  used in t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  f o r m a t .
Tr a i  t s
Th e  " t r a i t s "  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  s e v e r a l  
d i m e n s i o n s  o f  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d i n g  
i n f l u e n c e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and i m p o r t a n c e .  Each d i m e n s i o n  
was i n c l u d e d  in each q u e s t i o n n a i r e  so t h a t  m u l t i p l e  me a s u r e s  
o f  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  ca n  be o b t a i n e d  and c o m p a r i s o n s  o f  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  e a c h  of  t h e s e  d i m e n s i o n s  c a n  be o b t a i n e d  f o r  
e a c h  r e s p o n d e n t .  A l s o ,  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  o f  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o r  d i v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  was  e x a m i n e d  i n  
t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .  The t wo p r o d u c t s  us ed  in 
t h e  s t u d y  w e r e  a l s o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  " t r a i t s . "  The  
p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  w e r e  t wo  d u r a b l e  g o o d s .  
F u r n i t u r e  and a u t o m o b i l e s  h a v e  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  u s e d  by 
s e v e r a l  r e s e a r c h e r s  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  maki ng  ( Da v i s ,  1970,
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1 971 ;  B u r n s ,  1 9 7 7 ,  1978 ;  and S y z b i l l o  e t  a 1 . ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  Th e s e  
t wo p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n s  wer e  used so t h a t  c o mp a r i s o n s  can be 
made  w i t h  o t h e r  s t u d i e s .  The s i x  s u b d e c i s i o n s  o f  e a c h  
p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n  and t h e  t h r e e  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  
p r o c e s s  f o r  each d e c i s i o n  t a s k  were a l s o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  as 
t r a i t s .
Re s e a r c h  Met hodo l ogy  
P o p u l a t i o n  and Sampl e Des i gn 
The p o p u l a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  were  t h e  h us ba nd-  
wi f e  c o u p l e s  w i t h i n  t he  g r e a t e r  Bat on Rouge,  L o u i s i a n a  a r e a .  
The s a m p l e  d e s i g n  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  a c o n v e n i e n c e  
s a mpl e  of  88 h u s b a n d - w i f e  c o u p l e s .  Al t hough  a c o n v e n i e n c e  
s a m p l e  was c o l l e c t e d ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  we r e  
r e l a t i v e l y  homogeneous  in s o c i o e c o n o mi c  s t a t u s .  The s a mpl e  
i n c l u d e d  h o u s e h o l d s  t h a t  a r e  among s e l e c t e d  m i d d l e - c l a s s  
n e i g h b o r h o o d s  in t h e  Bat on Rouge a r e a .
Dat a  C o l l e c t i o n  and t he Da t a -  
C o l l e c t i on I n s t r ume n t  
The d a t a  was c o l l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  use of  a s e l f - r e p o r t  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The i n s t r u m e n t s  were  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  s p o u s e s  
i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  an 
i n t e r v i e w e r .  I d e n t i c a l  i n s t r u m e n t s  we r e  g i v e n  t o  e a c h  
s p o u s e  and e a c h  r e s p o n d e n t  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  The r e s p o n s e s  t o  
each i t e m ( o t h e r  t h a n  d e mo g r a p h i c  i n f o r m a t i o n )  were r e p o r t e d  
on a t e n - p o i n t  s c a l e .  The i n s t r u m e n t  i n c l u d e d  me a s u r e me n t s
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o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s t a g e s  
and s u b d e c i s i o n s  f o r  e a c h  p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n .  Each s p o u s e  
r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h r e e  " f r a m e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e "  f o r  e a c h  i t e m  i n  
t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .
S t a t i s t i c a l  A n a l y s i s
Th e  s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s  i s  p f  t h e  d a t a  i n c l u d e d  a 
r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
m e a s u r e s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  The f i r s t  s t e p  i n  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  was  an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  
I n s t r u m e n t .  C r o n b a c h ' s  a l p h a  wa s  u s e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  d i me n s i o n s  in t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Al pha  
ha s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  as  t h e  mo s t  m e a n i n g f u l  m e a s u r e  o f  
i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  in s e v e r a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  s t u d i e s  ( P e r r y ,  
1973;  Ryan and B e c h e r e e r ,  1976;  and  Ryan and P e t e r ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  
S i n c e  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  was d e s i g n e d  t o  me a s u r e  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  
d i m e n s i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  f r a m e s  o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  e a c h  
s p o u s e ,  c o e f f i c i e n t  a l p h a  mus t  be comput e d  f o r  e a c h  "met hod"  
o f  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  and e a c h  " d i m e n s i o n "  ( C r o n b a c h ,  1 9 6 0 ) .  
The met hod used in t h i s  s t u d y  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  met hod us ed  
by Munson  e t  a l .  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .
A l t h o u g h  an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
s u b j e c t i v e  N u n n a l l y  ( 1 9 6 7 )  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  some  g u i d e l i n e s .  
R e l i a b i l i t y  v a l u e s  of  .5 t o  .6 a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  a c c e p t a b l e  i n 
e a r l y  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o n s t r u c t  m e a s u r e s  s u c h  a s  t h e
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d i m e n s i o n s  u s e d  i n t h i s  s t u d y .  Th o s e  d i m e n s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  
u n r e l i a b l e  ( an a l p h a  l e s s  t h a n  . 5)  we r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n t h e  
m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  t e s t s  of  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  t h r o u g h  
p r i n c i p a l  component  and f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s .  Ryan and Be c h e r e e r  
( 1 9 7 5 )  u s e d  a s i m i l a r  a p p r o a c h  i n  t h e i r  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  
r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  CAD i n s t r u m e n t .
An a n a l y s i s  o f  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  r e l i a b l e  
m e t h o d s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y .  
F o l l o wi n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y ,  an a n a l y s i s  
of  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  was  u n d e r t a k e n .  D i s c r i m i n a n t  
v a l i d a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  
v a l i d i t i e s  w i t h :  ( 1 )  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  d i f f e r e n t
" t r a i t s "  m e a s u r e d  by d i f f e r e n t  " m e t h o d s " ,  a n d  ( 2)  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  be t we e n  d i f f e r e n t  " t r a i t s "  by t h e  same "met hod"  
( H e e l e r  and  Ra y ,  1 9 7 2 ) .




2) Family Room Furniture
6 Subdecisions
1) Price
2) Where to buy
3) When to buy
4) Model/Style
5) Make/Brand
6) How to Finance
1) How much to spend
2) Where to go
3) What to do
4) When to go
5) How to finance
6) Type of transportation
3 Staqes
1) Problem Recognition




2 Types of Respondents
1) Husbands
2) Wives
2 Frames of Reference
1) Joint
2) Actor-Individual







Dat a  An a l y s i s
Over vi  ew
Thi s  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  t h e  
a n a l y s i s  p r o p o s e d  i n Ch a p t e r  Thr e e .  The ma j o r  o b j e c t i v e  of  
t h e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  was t o  a s s e s s  t h e  i n t e r n a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  
t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t i o n  i n s t r u m e n t s  and  e x a m i n e  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
t h e  d i s c r i m i n a n t ,  c o n v e r g e n t ,  and c o n t e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
me a s u r e s  used in t h e  s t u d y  t h r o u g h  t h e  use  of  a m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .  In o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  d e s i r e d  
o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s  was  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  s e v e r a l  
s t a g e s .  F i g u r e  7 p r e s e n t s  a f l o w c h a r t  o f  t h e  s t a g e s  of  
a n a l y s i s .  The d a t a  a n a l y s i s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a g e s :  
( 1)  F a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  e a c h  c o n s t r u c t ;  (2)  c o m p u t a t i o n  of  
C r o n b a c h ' s  a l p h a  f o r  e a c h  f a c t o r ;  ( 3)  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 
m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  c o mp o s e d  o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
m a t r i x  o f  i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  f a c t o r s ;  a n d  ( 4 )  t h e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  c o n v e r g e n t ,  d i v e r g e n t ,  and c o n s t r u c t  
v a l i d i t y  t h r o u g h  an a n a l y l s i s  o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x .  
The c h a p t e r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  s e c t i o n s ;  e a c h  s e c t i o n  
d i s c u s s e s  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  each  s t a g e  of  t h e  a n a l y s i s  and 
t h e  t y p e  of  a n a l y s i s  u s e d ,  and  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  
of  each s t a g e .
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F a c t o r  A n a l y s i s  of  t h e  C o n s t r u c t s
R a t i o n a l e
Be f o r e  an a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t  c o u l d  be made ,  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  of  each c o n s t r u c t  
was a n e c e s s a r y  r e q u i r e m e n t .  F o l l o wi n g  t h e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  
o f  e a c h  c o n s t r u c t ,  C r o n b a c h ' s  a l p h a  was  c o m p u t e d  f o r  e a c h  
f a c t o r .  As s t a t e d  by C h u r c h i l l  ( 1 9 7 9 ) ,  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  i s  
commonl y used t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  number  of  c ompone n t s  in each 
c o n s t r u c t ,  a nd  c o e f f i c i e n t  a l p h a  s h o u l d  be c a l c u l a t e d  f o r  
e a c h  c o m p o n e n t  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s .  The 
r e s u l t s  i n c l u d e d  a t o t a l  o f  e i g h t e e n  c o n s t r u c t s .  Each 
c o n s t r u c t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a s e p a r a t e  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e ,  
d i me n s i o n ,  and t y p e  of  p r o d u c t .  F i g u r e  8 l i s t s  t h e  e i g h t e e n  
c o n s t r u c t s .  An a s s u m p t i o n  made  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t s  was  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s  ( i m p o r t a n c e ,  
i n f l u e n c e ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n )  we r e  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  and t h u s  
s h o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n t h e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s .  
T h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  was  l a t e r  t e s t e d  i n  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of  
d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  be t we e n  f a c t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .
A V a r i m a x  p r o c e d u r e  was  u s e d  f o r  t h e  r o t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
f a c t o r s  and mi ni mum e i g e n  v a l u e  o f  1.0 was r e q u i r e d  f o r  each 
f a c t o r .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  V a r i m a x  p r o c e d u r e  a p r i n c i p a l  
c o m p o n e n t s  a n a l y s i s  was  u n d e r t a k e n ;  t h e  o u t p u t  o f  t h e  
a n a l y s i s  was  u s e d  i n  t h e  V a r i m a x  r o t a t i o n .  The V a r i m a x  
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r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  so t h a t  t h e  d a t a  i s  b e t t e r  
i n t e r p r e t e d .  The  p r o c e d u r e  i s  o r t h o g o n a l ;  t h u s ,  t h e  
r e s u l t i n g  f a c t o r s  a r e  not  c o r r e l a t e d .  Var i max r o t a t i o n  i s  
o f t e n  u s e d  f o r  t h e  f a c t o r  i n p u t  u s e d  i n  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i  met hod m a t r i c e s  ( P e t e r ,  1979) .  Thus ,  due t o i t s  use  in 
s i m i l a r  t y p e s  of  a n a l y s i s  and t h e  a s s u mp t i o n s  and o b j e c t i v e s  
o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  V a r i m a x  r o t a t i o n  was  c h o s e n  as  t h e  mo s t  
a p p l i c a b l e  met hod of  r o t a t i o n  of  t h e  f a c t o r s .
R e s u l t s  of  t h e  F a c t o r  A n a l y s i s
F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n s
In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  f u r n i t u r e  
d e c i s i o n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  66- 86% of  t h e  e x p l a i n e d  v a r i a n c e .  
The c o n s t r u c t s  we r e  u s u a l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t wo  f a c t o r s ,  b u t  
o c c a s i o n a l y  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  r e s u l t e d .  O v e r a l l ,  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  
we r e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  i n n a t u r e  t e n d e d  t o  l o a d  h i g h l y  on t h e  
f i r s t  f a c t o r  and f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  u s u a l l y  l o a d e d  t o g e t h e r  
on t h e  s e c o n d  f a c t o r  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  V a r i m a x  r o t a t i o n .  
O c c a s i o n a l l y  some of  t h e  f a c t o r s  c o n t a i n e d  a m i x t u r e  of  non-  
f i n a n c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e ms  as d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s .  The " f i n a n c i a l "  d e c i s i o n s  i n c l u d e  p r i c e  
o f  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  p a y m e n t  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  and when t o  buy t h e  
p r o d u c t .  The " n o n - f i n a n c i a l "  d e c i s i o n s  i n c l u d e  s t y l e ,  
b r a n d ,  and wher e  t o  buy t h e  p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n s .  The s p e c i f i c  
f r a m e  of  r e f e r e n c e  and d i m e n s i o n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  e a c h
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Figure 8. Constructs Developed From the Study
struct Product Frame of Behavioral
mber Type Reference Dimension
1 Furniture Actor1s Importance
2 Furniture Actor's Influence
3 Furniture Actor's Participation
4 Furniture Spouse 's Importance




7 Furniture Joint Importance
8 Furniture Joint Influence
9 Furniture Joint Participation
10 Automobile Actor's Importance
11 Automobile Actor1s Influence
12 Automobile Actor's Participation
13 Automobile Spouse* s Importance
14 Automobile Spouse's Influence
15 Automobile Spouse's Participation
16 Automobile Joint Importance
17 Automobile Joint Influence
18 Automobile Joint Participation
64
c o n s t r u c t  and i t s  f a c t o r  c ompone n t s  a p p e a r  i n F i g u r e  9.  The 
f a c t o r  l o a d i n g s  and e i g e n  v a l u e s  f o r  each f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  
f a c t o r  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  T a b l e s  1 - 3 .  The f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  
i s  p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  and d i me n s i o n  used in 
each  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s .
Ac t o r  Frame of  R e f e r e n c e - F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n s  
I mp o r t a n c e
The i m p o r t a n c e  d i me n s i o n  of  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  in t h e  
a c t o r  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t wo  f a i r l y  d i s t i n c t  
f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  74% of  t h e  e x p l a i n e d  v a r i a n c e .  The 
f i r s t  f a c t o r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  and t h e  
i t e m me a s u r i n g  s u g g e s t i o n  of  t h e  need t o  p u r c h a s e  f u r n i t u r e .  
The s e c o n d  f a c t o r  i n c l u d e d  h i g h  f a c t o r  l o a d i n g s  on t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s .  The v a r i a b l e  me a s u r i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  p r i c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was e l i m i n a t e d  f r om f u r t h e r  
a n a l y s i s  s i n c e  i t  had  a l o a d i n g  l e s s  t h a n  .6 on t h e  s e c o n d  
f a c t o r .
I n f l u e n c e
The i n f l u e n c e  d i m e n s i o n  f a c t o r s  we r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  d i m e n s i o n  f a c t o r s .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f a c t o r  
a n a l y s i s  p r o d u c e d  t wo  f a c t o r s .  The f i r s t  f a c t o r  i n c l u d e d  
t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  i t e ms  and t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
p r o d u c t ,  w h i l e  t h e  s econd  f a c t o r  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  














F i g u r e  9 .  T r a i t s  D e v e lo p e d  from F a c t o r  A n a l y s e s
Traits
(1) Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions 
12) Importance of Financial Furniture Decisions
(3) Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(4) Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions
(5) Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(6) Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions
(7) Importance of Non-Financial and Financial Furniture 
Decisions
(8) Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(9) Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions
(10) Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(11) Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions
(12) Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(13) Importance of Financial Furniture Decisions
(14) Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(15) Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions
(16) Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(17) Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions
(18) Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions
(19) Importance of Financial Auto Decisions
(20) Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions
(21) Influence in Financial Auto Decisions
(22) Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions
(23) Participation in Financial Auto Decisions
(24) Importance of Non-Financial and Financial.Auto 
Decisions
C o n s t r u c t s T r a i t s Methods
14 (25) Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions Spouse
(26) Influence in Financial Auto Decisions Spouse
15 (27) Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions Spouse
(28) Participation in Financial Auto Decisions Spouse
16 (29) Importance of Non-Financial Auto Decisions Joint
(30) Importance of Financial Auto Decisions Joint
17 (31) Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions Joint
(32) Influence in Financial Auto Decisions Joint
18 (33) Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions Joint




T r a i t  F a c to r  Loading f o r  F u r n i tu e  D e c i s io n s -  
A c t o r ' s  Frame o f  R efe ren ce
T r a i t s
Im portance
of
N o n -F inanc ia l
D ec is io n s
Importance
of
F in a n c ia l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
I n f lu e n c e
of
Non-F inanc ia l  
Deci s io n s
I n f lu e n c e
in
F in a n c i a l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
N o n -F inanc ia l
D ec is io n s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
F in a n c ia l
D ec is io n s
F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2
IM,SP,PF 0.71933 0.15733 IN,SP,PF 0.66884 0.43862 P,SP,PF 0.78445 0.18519
IM,CS,PF 0.51756 0.53583 IN,CS,PF 0.60654 0.42426 P.CS.PF 0.52424 0.52139
IM.CS.WF 0.86164 0.20903 IN.CS.WF 0.85652 0.11996 P.CS.WF 0.82156 0 .23373
IM.CS.BF 0.87609 0.14892 IN.CS.BF 0.86646 0.22461 P.CS.BF 0.86696 0.15347
IM.CS.SF 0.82128 0.24223 IN.CS.SF 0.81134 0.17685 P.CS.SF 0.86643 0.13295
IM.CS.FF 0.07725 0.85729 IN.CS.FF 0.16577 0.84807 P.CS.FF 0.05976 0.87721
IM.CS.TF 0.30551 0.80834 IN.CS.TF 0.39240 0.73313 P.CS.TF 0.24621 0.72039
im . o f . pf 0.40124 0.75884 IN,0F,PF 0.43138 0.65653 P,DF,PF 0.16512 0 .67048
IM,DF,WF 0.85915 0 .24386 IN,DF,UF 0.79461 0.28170 P,0F,UF 0 .86840 0.17289
IM,DF,BF 0.85640 0.26822 IN,DF,BF 0.87466 0.22203 P.DF.BF 0.90114 0.16356
IM.DF.SF 0.80098 0.29599 IN,DF,SF 0.82329 0.25110 P.DF.SF 0.86376 0.11387
IM,DF,FF 0.11477 0.90166 ln,DF,FF 0.00188 0.86764 P,DF,FF -0 .00600 0.87363
IM,DF,TF 0.30339 0.83304 1N.DF.TF 0.38890 0.72201 P.DF.TF 0.28726 0.70353
IM=Importance SPP=5uggestion o f  P urchase  o f  P ro d u c t  P=Price  t o  Pay S^Style/Model F = F u rn i tu re
IN = In f lu en ce  C S=C ollec tion  and Search  Phase W=Where to  Buy F=How t o  Pay A=Auto




v a r i a n c e .  The v a r i a b l e  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  a c t o r  
had in s e a r c h i n g  f o r  p r i c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  was e l i m i n a t e d  f r om 
f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  s i n c e  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  l o a d e d  l e s s  t han  .6 on 
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i t e m f a c t o r .
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
A s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was e v i d e n t  in 
t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i m e n s i o n .  Two f a c t o r s  we r e  p r o d u c e d  
a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  69.4% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  e x p l a i n e d .  The f i r s t  
f a c t o r  c o n s i s t e d  of  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s ,  s u g g e s t i o n  of  
t h e  n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  and  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  
s e a r c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  f u r n i t u r e  p r i c e s .  The s econd  
f a c t o r  i n c l u d e d  h i g h  f a c t o r  l o a d i n g s  on t h e  r e m a i n i n g  
f i n a n c i a l  i t e ms  of  p a y i n g  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  when t o  buy,  and t h e  
p r i c e  d e c i s i o n  i n  t h e  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  t h e  f a m i y  f u r n i t u r e  
d e c i s i o n  maki ng p r o c e s s .
Spouse  Frame of  R e f e r e n c e - F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n s  
I mp o r t a n c e
The f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  d i m e n s i o n  of  
f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n one  f a c t o r  t h a t  e x p l a i n e d  
87.4% of  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  The f a c t o r  l o a d i n g s  of  a l l  t h e  i t e ms  
u s e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  we r e  a b o v e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  . 6 l e v e l .  
T h u s ,  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  a n d  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  w e r e  
c o n t a i n e d  in a s i n g l e  f a c t o r .
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I n f  1uence
The i n f l u e n c e  d i me n s i o n  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  r e s u l t e d  in t wo 
f a c t o r s .  The f i r s t  f a c t o r  was  c o mp o s e d  o f  t h e  i t e m s
m e a s u r i n g  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  p u r c h a s e ,  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  t h e  non-  
f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s ,  and t h e  s p o u s e s '  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  s e a r c h
f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r i c e  of  t h e  p r o d u c t .  The s econd
f a c t o r  was  c o mp o s e d  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  i n c l u d i n g
d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  p a y m e n t  and when t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  
and t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r i c e  of  t h e  p r o d u c t .  The 
f a c t o r s  e x p l a i n e d  73.7% of  t h e  v a r i a n c e .
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  r e s u l t e d  i n 
t wo  f a c t o r s .  The f a c t o r s  e x p l a i n e d  75.4% of  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  
A p a t t e r n  o f  mi x e d  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and  f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  was  
p r o d u c e d  in t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  of  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n  
of  t h e  s p o u s e s '  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e .  The r e m a i n i n g  f i n a n c i a l  
d e c i s i o n s  of  when t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t  and p a y m e n t  
a r r a n g e m e n t s  composed t h e  s e c ond  f a c t o r .
J o i n t  Frame of  R e f e r e n c e - F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n s  
I mp o r t a n c e
The i m p o r t a n c e  of  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  d i me n s i o n  u s i n g  
t h e  j o i n t  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  me t hod  r e s u l t e d  i n t wo f a c t o r s  
t h a t  e x p l a i n e d  85. 9% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  The  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  
r e s u i t e d  in a c l e a r  d i s t r i n c t i o n  be t we e n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  and
Table 2













Decisions T ra its








Factor 1 Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 1 Factor 2
IM,SP,PF 0.95980 IN,SP,PF 0.32650 0.32650 P,SP,PF 0.83337 0.15975
IM,CS,PF 0.95450 IN,CS,PF 0.63871 0.49346 P,CS,PF 0.78540 0.23226
IM,CS,WF 0.95888 IN,CS,WF 0.84533 0.10112 P,CS,WF 0.89225 0.12283
IM,CS,BF 0.97179 IN,CS,BF 0.90611 0.09395 P,CS,BF 0.92065 0.06049
IM,CS,SF 0.97464 IN,CS,SF 0.88586 0.10048 P.CS.SF 0.90515 0.12581
IM,CS,FF 0.81519 IN,CS,FF 0.12923 0.90484 P,CS,FF 0.04429 0.89369
IM,CS,TF 0.91845 IN,CS,TF 0.54452 0.59077 P,CS,TF 0.53420 0.62130
IM,DF,PF 0.91941 IN.DF.PF 0.58261 0.63740 P,DF,PF 0.59887 0.53321
IM,DF,WF 0.97022 IN,DF,WF 0.82603 0.24472 P,DF,WF 0.79087 0.30488
IM,DF,BF 0.97511 IN,DF,BF 0.86244 0.27990 P,0F,BF 0.88395 0.17744
IM,DF,SF 0.96817 IN,DF,SF 0.81389 0.28337 P,DF,SF 0.81860 0.26390
IM,DF,FF 0.83157 IN.DF.FF 0.01241 0.89542 P,DF,FF 0.04350 0.93519
IM,DF,TF 0.94958 IN,DF,TF 0.58050 0.54629 P.DF.TF 0.57506 0.60704
IM=Importance SPP=Suggestion of Purchase of Product P=Price to Pay S=Style/Model F=Furniture
IN=Influence CS=Collection and Search Phase W=Where to Buy F=How to Pay A=Auto
P=Participation DF=Discussion and Final Choice Phase B=Brand/Make T=When to Buy
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n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e m s .  The f i r s t  f a c t o r  c o n t a i n e d  
h i g h  l o a d i n g s  o f  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  and t h e  s e c o n d  
f a c t o r  was composed of  h i gh  l o a d i n g  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e m s .
I n f l u e n c e  and P a r t i c i p a t i o n
The i n f l u e n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i m e n s i o n  f a c t o r  
a n a l y s i s  r e s u l t e d  in s i m i l a r  f a c t o r  s t r u c t u r e s .  Both f a c t o r  
a n a l y s e s  y i e l d e d  t wo f a c t o r s  c o n t a i n i n g  h i gh l o a d i n g s  of  t he  
n o n - f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  on t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
d e c i s i o n  i t e ms  l o a d i n g  h i g h l y  on t h e  s e c ond  f a c t o r .  In bot h  
a n a l y s e s  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i t e m  o f  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  p r i c e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  l o a d e d  h i g h e r  on t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  f a c t o r ,  but  
a t  a l e v e l  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  .6 r e q u i r e d  l e v e l .  T h u s ,  t h e  
c o l l e c t i o n  of  p r i c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v a r i a b l e  was e l i m i n a t e d  f r om 
f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s .  The i n f l u e n c e  d i me n s i o n  f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t e d  
f o r  63.4% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n  
f a c t o r s  e x p l a i n e d  73.2% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .
Au t omob i l e  D e c i s i o n s
In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  f a c t o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a u t o m o b i l e  
d e c i s i o n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  6 5 - 8 4 %  o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  The  
c o n s t r u c t s  { i mp o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n )  wer e  
u s u a l l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t wo  f a c t o r s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  V a r i m a x  
r o t a t i o n ;  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  s t y l e ,  and wh e r e  t o  buy 
u s u a l l y  l o a d e d  h i g h l y  on one f a c t o r ,  wh i l e  d e c i s i o n s  abou t  
p r i c i n g ,  p a y m e n t ,  and when t o  buy we r e  j o i n e d  on a s e c o n d  
f a c t o r .  The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  d e s c r i b e  each a u t o m o b i l e -
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r e l a t e d  c o n s t r u c t  and t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s .  
T a b l e  3 d i s p l a y s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  a nd  
d i m e n s i o n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  and i t s  f a c t o r  
c o m p o n e n t s .  T a b l e s  4 - 6  d i s p l a y  t h e  f a c t o r  l o a d i n g s  and 
e i g e n  v a l u e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  e a c h  
c o n s t r u c t .  The  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  w i l l  be 
p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e .
Ac t o r  Frame of  Ref e r e n c e - Aut omob i 1e D e c i s i o n s  
I mp o r t a n c e
The r e s p o n d e n t s '  v i ews  on t he  i m p o r t a n c e  of  t a k i n g  p a r t  
in a u t o m o b i l e  d e c i s i o n s  r e s u i t e d  in t wo f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t i n g  
f o r  65.395 o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  The f i r s t  f a c t o r  c o n s i s t e d  of  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e ms  of  p r i c e ,  pa yme n t ,  and when to 
buy d e c i s i o n s  f o r  t he  s e a r c h  and c o l l e c t i o n  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  
and f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  maki ng s t a g e s .  The v a r i a b l e  me a s u r i n g  t he  
i mp o r t a n c e  of  p r i c e  i n t h e  a c t o r s '  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  l oa de d  
l e s s  t h a n  .6 and was e l i m i n a t e d  f r om f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s .  The 
s e c ond  f a c t o r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  and t he  
s u g g e s t i o n  of  t h e  need t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t .
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
The r e s p o n d e n t s '  v i e ws  on p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a u t o mo b i l e  
d e c i s i o n s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  f a c t o r  p a t t e r n .  The  
s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t  and non-  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  o f  s t y l e ,  ma k e ,  and wh e r e  t o  p u r c h a s e
Table 3
Trait Factor Loading fbr Furnitue Decisions-
Joint Frame of Reference
T r a i t s
Im portance
of
Non-F inanc ia l
D ec is io n s
Importance
of
F in a n c ia l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
In f lu e n c e
of
Non-F inanc ia l
D ec is io n s
In f lu e n c e
in
F in a n c i a l
D ec is ions T r a i t s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
Non-F inanc ia l
D e c is io n s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
F in a n c i a l
D e c is io n s
F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2
1M,SP,PF 0.74576 0.43556 IN,SP,PF 0.56378 0.26118 P,SP,PF 0.69274 0.19081
IM.CS.PF 0.57807 0.68525 IN,CS,PF 0.56771 0.55494 P,CS,PF 0.47791 0.56139
IM,CS,WF 0 . 8469t> 0.37823 IN,CS,WF 0.81830 0 .16182 P,CS,WF 0.81895 0.19363
1M,CS,BF 0.87583 0.34080 IN,CS,BF 0 .83070 0.10218 P,CS,BF 0.85915 0.10751
IM,CS,SF 0.89637 0.31776 IN,CS,SF 0.80090 0.06966 P.CS.SF 0.85090 0.09227
IH.CS.FF 0.25778 0.91042 IN.CS.FF -0 .15934 0.81842 P,CS,FF 0.02500 0.77265
IH,CS,TF 0.52666 0.74337 1N,CS,TF 0.25536 0.70259 P,CS,TF 0.34003 0.71853
IM,DF,PF 0.58655 0.71470 IH,DF,PF 0.40735 0 .68110 P,DF,PF 0 .32530 0 .71216
IM,DF,WF 0.85086 0.40188 IN,DF,HF 0.82135 0.13359 P,DF,WF 0.80214 0.21393
1M,DF,BF 0.86146 0.37267 IN,DF,BF 0.82143 -0 .00494 P.OF.BF 0.87714 0.13487
IM,DF,SF 0.84145 0.37798 IN,DF,SF 0.82585 0.03372 P,DF,SF 0.77326 0.14222
1M,DF,FF 0.27493 0.91101 In,DF,FF -0 .18041 0 .84280 P.DF.FF -0 .14016 0.80014
IM.DF.TF 0.51650 0.77815 IN.DF.TF 0 .33490 0 .62250 P,DF,TF 0 .27408 0.76754
IM=lmportance SPP=Suggestion of Purchase of Product P=Price to Pay S=Style/Model F=Furni*',;.'e
IN=Influence CS=Collection and Search Phase W=Where to Buy F=How to Pay A=Auto
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w e r e  h e a v i l y  l o a d e d  on t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r ,  w h i l e  f i n a n c i a l  
d e c i s i o n s  l o a d e d  h i g h l y  on t h e  s econd  f a c t o r .  The v a r i a b l e  
m e a s u r i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  and c o l l e c t i o n  f o r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p r i c e  was e l i m i n a t e d  f r om f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s  
s i n c e  i t  l o a d e d  l e s s  t h a n  .6 a f t e r  t h e  V a r i m a x  r o t a t i o n .  
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  72.5% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  was  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  
f a c t o r s .
I n f  1uence
The i n f l u e n c e  d i m e n s i o n  of  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  a b o u t  
a u t o m o b i l e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t w o  f a c t o r s .  T h e s e  f a c t o r s  
a c c o u n t e d  f o r  74.2% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  e x p l a i n e d .  The f a c t o r s  
r e s u l t e d  i n f a c t o r s  t h a t  wer e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i m e n s i o n  c o n s t r u c t s .  The f i r s t  f a c t o r  
r e s u l t e d  i n  h i g h  l o a d i n g s  of  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  of  t h e  n e e d  t o  
p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  and  t h e  
v a r i a b l e  me a s u r i n g  i n f l u e n c e  in t h e  s e a r c h  and c o l l e c t i o n  of  
i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e  p r i c e  of  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e s .  The s e c ond  
f a c t o r  i n c l u d e d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  p a y m e n t  and 
when t o  buy d e c i s i o n s  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  and f i n a l  d e c i s i o n ­
maki ng s t a g e .  The v a r i a b l e  me a s u r i n g  t h e  inf.  1 uence  i n  t h e  
f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  a l s o  l o a d e d  
h e a v i l y  on t h e  s e c ond  f a c t o r .
Table 4
Trait Factor Loading for Automobile Decisions
Actor's Frame of Reference
T r a i t s
Im portance
of
Non-F inanc ia l
D ec is io n s
Im portance
of
F in a n c i a l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
In f lu e n c e
o f
N on-F inanc ia l
D e c is io n s
In f lu e n c e
in
F i n a n c i a l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
Non-Financi al 
D e c is io n s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
F in a n c ia l
D ec is io n s
F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2
IM,SP,PA 0.24714 0.61014 IN,SP,PA 0.68276 0.33436 P,5P,PA 0 . 728?,:. 0.31979
IM.CS.PA 0.57452 0.51857 IN,CS,PA 0.60726 0.50155 P,CS,PA 0.58107 0.50612
IM,CS,WA 0.21743 0 .76163 IN.CS.WA 0.84016 0.23667 P.CS.WA 0.83389 0.27037
IM.CS.BA 0.36483 0.83455 IN.CS.BA 0.87645 0.28176 P.CS.BA 0.85778 0.29506
IM,CS,SA 0.41765 0.74102 IN.CS.SA 0.86379 0.17701 P.CS.SA 0.87575 0.20642
IM,CS,FA 0.80362 0.15755 IN.CS.FA 0.17074 0.84289 P.CS.FA 0.20921 0.87582
IM,CA,TA 0.74959 0.35581 IN,CA,TA 0.45644 0.66712 P.CA.TA 0.41360 0.72148
IM.CS.PA 0.75654 0.40147 IN,CS,PA 0.40654 0.71406 P.CS.PA 0.49972 0.59953
IM,DF,WA -0 .06603 0.54710 IN,DF,WA 0.77215 0 .37780 P.DF.HA 0.83877 0.31059
IM,DF,BA 0.46104 0.68202 IN,OF,BA 0.87687 0.23785 P,DF,BA 0.84564 0.31442
1M,DF,SA 0.52430 0.65188 IN.OF.SA 0 .78773 0.20839 P,DF,SA 0 .82980 0.25484
IM,DF,FA 0.88589 0.10763 In,OF,FA 0.09015 0.91840 P,DF,FA 0.12100 0.91487
IM.DF.TA 0 .81510 0.20612 IN.DF.TA 0.37351 0.74391 P.DF.TA 0.43946 0.70516
IM=Importance 
IN = In f luence  
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n
SPP=Suggestion of Purchase of Product P=Price to Pay S=Style/Model F=Furniture
CS=Collection and Search Phase W=Where to Buy F=How to Pay A=Auto
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Spouse  Frame of  Re f e r e n c e - Au t o mo b i 1e De c i s i o n s  
I mp o r t a n c e
, .  The f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  s p o u s e s '  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  
i m p o r t a n c e  d i m e n s i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n one  f a c t o r .  The f a c t o r  
i n c l u d e d  h i gh  l o a d i n g s  on a l l  of  t h e  i t e ms  t h a t  wer e  i n p u t s
i n t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  T h u s ,  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e
n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t  and t h e  f i n a n c i a l  and n o n -  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  wer e  a l l  combi ned  i n t o  a s i n g l e  f a c t o r .  
The f a c t o r  e x p l a i n e d  84.6% of t h e  v a r i a n c e .
I n f 1uence
The i n f l u e n c e  d i m e n s i o n  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  p r o d u c e d  t wo
f a c t o r s .  The f i r s t  f a c t o r  was composed of  t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l
d e c i s i o n  i t e m s ,  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
p r o d u c t ,  and v a r i a b l e  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  s p o u s e ' s  i n f l u e n c e  i n 
t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p r i c e  of  t h e  f u r n i t u r e .  
S i n c e  t h e  p r i c e  v a r i a b l e  had a f a c t o r  l o a d i n g  l e s s  t h a n  . 6 ,  
i t  was e l i m i n a t e d  f r om f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s .  The s econd  f a c t o r  
was  c o mp o s e d  of  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  i n c l u d i n g  p a y me n t  
a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  when t o  buy t h e  p r o d u c t ,  and f i n a l  d e c i s i o n s  
a b o u t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t .  A t o t a l  o f  73.3% o f  t h e  
v a r i a n c e  was e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  f a c t o r s .
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
A p a t t e r n  o f  mi x e d  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  i t e m s  
was p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n
Table 5
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Factor 1 Factor 1 Factor 2 Factor 1 Factor 2
IM,SP,PA 0.92251 IN,SP,PA 0.74727 0.22260 P,SP,PA 0.79479 0.25127
1M,CS,PA 0.94763 IN,CS,PA 0.72471 0.43764 P,CS»PA 0.61004 0.58194
IM.CS.WA 0.92914 IN,CS,WA 0.82207 0.33077 P,CS,WA 0.79572 0.34079
IM,CS,BA 0.94853 IN,CS,BA 0.84376 0.16417 P.CS.BA 0.85395 0.15949
IM,CS,SA 0.94972 IN,CS,SA 0.84176 0.19124 P ,CS,SA 0.81702 0.16133
IM,CS,FA 0.81044 IN.CS.FA 0.16342 0.85595 P,CS,FA 0.08316 0.90781
IM,CA,TA 0.93263 IN,CA»TA 0.37280 0.78456 P ,CA,TA 0.41595 0.73094
IM,CS,PA 0.92782 IN,CS,PA 0.68489 0.47683 P,CS,PA 0.59069 0.61471
IM,DF,WA 0.94399 IN,DF,WA 0.83402 0.30240 P,DF,WA 0.78599 0.35819
IM,DF,BA 0.94670 IN,DF,BA 0.84952 0.15955 P,DF,BA 0.87451 0.13175
IM,DF,SA 0.94676 IN,DF,SA 0.85520 0.13837 P,DF,SA 0.80124 0.26781
IM,DF,FA 0.81371 IN,DF,FA 0.06631 0.89269 P,DF,FA 0.08706 0.90529
IM.DF.TA 0.92406 IN,DF,TA 0.42661 0.70980 P.DF.TA 0.43369 0.73046
IM=Importance SPP=Suggestion of Purchase of Product P=Price to Pay S=Style/Model F=Furniture
IN=Influence CS=Collection and Search Phase W=Where to Buy F=How to Pay A=Auto
P=Participation DF=Discussion and Final Choice Phase B=Brand/Make T=When to Buy
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d i m e n s i o n  of  t h e  s p o u s e s '  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e .  The n o n -  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  s u g g e s t i o n  of  t h e  need t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  
p r o d u c t ,  and p r i c i n g  d e c i s i o n s  c o mp o s e d  t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r .  
The s e c o n d  f a c t o r  was  c o mp o s e d  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f i n a n c i a l  
d e c i s i o n s  o f  when t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t  and p a y me n t  
a r r a n g e m e n t s .  The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n  f a c t o r s  c o n t a i n e d  
73.7% o f  t h e  v a r i n c e .
J o i n t  Frame of Re f e r e n c e - Au t o mo b i 1e De c i s i o n s  
I mp o r t a n c e
The r e s p o n d e n t s '  v i e ws  on t h e  i mp o r t a n c e  of  a u t o mo b i l e  
d e c i s i o n s  u s i n g  t h e  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  p e r s p e c t i v e  
r e s u l t e d  in t wo f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  82.3% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e  
e x p l a i n e d .  The f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e d  h i g h  l o a d i n g s  o f  t h e  n o n -  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e m s  on t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  a n d  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e m s  l o a d i n g  h i g h l y  on t h e  s e c o n d  
f a c t o r .
P a r t i  c i p a t  i on
The f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i m e n s i o n  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t wo  f a c t o r s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  f a c t o r  c o n s t r u c t s .  The f a c t o r s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  
70.2% o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  The p r i m a r y  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  was t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  
of  t h e  d e c i s i o n  i t e m of  s e a r c h  f o r  i n f o r m a t  i on abou t  p r i c e  
f r o m f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s .  The i t e m  l o a d e d  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  .6
Table 6
Trait Factor Loadings for Automobile Decisions
Joint Frame of Reference
T r a i t s
Importance
of
N o n -F in an c ia l
D ec is io n s
Im portance
of
F in a n c ia l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
I n f lu e n c e
o f
N on-F inanc ia l
D ec is io n s
I n f lu e n c e
in
F in a n c i a l
D ec is io n s T r a i t s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
N on*Financia l
D ec is io n s
P a r t i c i p a t i o n
in
F in a n c i a l
D ec is io n s
F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2 F a c to r  1 F a c to r  2
IM,SP,PA 0.66408 0.52061 IN,SP,PA 0.61526 0.46081 P,SP,PA 0.71325 0.38573
IM.CS.PA 0.58368 0.67853 IN.CS.PA 0.56478 0.55890 P,CS,PA 0.61798 0.50716
IM.CS.WA 0.81881 0.39318 IN.CS.WA 0.81607 0.32438 P,CS,WA 0.75205 0.36426
IM.CS.BA 0.85394 0.37107 IN.CS.BA 0.86883 0.23514 P,CS,BA 0.87160 0.15508
IM.CS.SA 0.85133 0.28119 IN,CS,SA 0.84253 0.13352 P,CS,SA 0.83804 0.16401
IM.CS.FA 0.28591 0.87866 IN,CS,FA 0.05506 0.89363 P.CS.FA 0.04784 0.93830
IM.CA.TA 0.48451 0.74812 IN.CA.TA 0.40253 0.70067 P.CA.TA 0.50704 0.60218
IH,CS,PA 0.48608 0.75623 IN.CS.PA 0.34537 0.61957 P.CS.PA 0.45251 0.67960
IM,DF,WA 0.74771 0.48541 IN.DF.WA 0.80543 0.24101 P,DF,WA 0.78873 0.26937
IM,DF,BA 0.85068 0.40413 IN>DF,BA 0.85771 0.16371 P,DF,BA 0.80473 0.14890
IM,DF,5A 0.84709 0.31004 IN,DF,SA 0.83604 0.13059 Pf 0F,SA 0.78882 0.12620
IM,DF,FA 0.28489 0.91783 In,DF,FA 0 .00640 0.91186 P.DF.FA 0.09771 0.92596
IM.DF.TA 0.39409 0.81310 IN.DF.TA 0.37564 0.68905 P.DF.TA 0.50122 0.59972
IM=Importance 
IN = In f luence  
P = P a r t i c i p a t io n
SPP=Suggestion of Purchase of Product P=Price to Pay S=Style/Model F=Furniture
CS=Collection and Search Phase W=Where to Buy F=How to Pay A=Auto
DF=Discussion and Final Choice Phase B=Brand/Make T=When to Buy
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l e v e l ,  and  t h u s  was  n o t  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  
i t e m s  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a u t o m o b i l e  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s .
I n f  1uence
The i n f l u e n c e  d i me n s i o n  f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  r e s u l t e d  i n t wo 
f a c t o r s  t h a t  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  7 0 .4 SC o f  t h e  v a r i a n c e .  The 
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  wer e  v e ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  i mp o r t a n c e  
and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i m e n s i o n s  a n a l y s i s .  The  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  
d e c i s i o n s  l o a d e d  h i g h l y  on t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r  a n d  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  wi t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  s e a r c h  f o r  p r i c e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  l o a d e d  h i g h l y  on t h e  s e c ond  f a c t o r .  The s e a r c h  
f o r  p r i c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  d e c i s i o n  v a r i a b l e  l o a d e d  above t h e  .6 
l e v e l  on t h e  f i r s t  f a c t o r ,  and was  i n c l u d e d  w i t h  t h e  n o n -  
f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n  i t e ms  in t h e  r e m a i n i n g  a n a l y s i s .
As s e s s me n t  of  R e l i a b i 1 i t y - C r o n b a c h 1s Al pha  A n a l y s i s  
Ra t i  o n a l e
C o e f f i c i e n t  a l p h a  was  t h e  me t h o d  u s e d  t o  m e a s u r e  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  t h e  i t e ms  in each  f a c t o r .  As s t a t e d  
by C h u r c h i l l  ( 1 9 7 9 )  a l p h a  s h o u l d  be t h e  f i r s t  m e a s u r e  
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t .  “The 
s q u a r e  r o o t  o f  c o e f f i c i e n t  a l p h a  i s  t h e  e s t i m a t e d  
c o r r e l a t i o n  of  t h e  K- i t e m t e s t  w i t h  e r r o r l e s s  t r u e  s c o r e s "  
( N u n a l l y ,  1 9 6 7 ) .  T h u s ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t ,  
t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  K- i t e m t e s t  c o r r e l a t e s  wi t h  t r u e  s c o r e s .
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A l p h a  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  s u p e r i o r  t o  o t h e r  m e t h o d s  o r  
r e l i a b i l i t y  a s s e s s m e n t .  T e s t  r e t e s t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v e  
t wo  m a j o r  p r o b l e m s :  (1)  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  t e s t  d i f f e r
g r e a t l y  d e p e n d i n g  upon t h e  amount  of  t i m e  b e t we e n  t e s t s  and 
(2)  r e a l  c h a n g e s  i n  p h e n o me n o n  may o c c u r  t h a t  c a n n o t  be 
s e p a r a t e d  f r o m t r u e  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  ( P e t e r ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  T h u s ,  
r e t e s t  s h o u l d  be u s e d  o n l y  as  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  
m e a s u r e .
S p l i t  h a l v e s  i s  a n o t h e r  f o r m  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  
a s s e s s e m e n t .  A l t h o u g h  a u s e f u l  m e a s u r e ,  i t  p r e s e n t s  t h e  
p r o b l e m  o f  d i f f e r i n g  r e s u l t s  d e p e n d i n g  upon how t h e  i t e m s  
a r e  s p l i t .  C o e f f i c i e n t  a l p h a  ove r c ome s  t h i s  p r ob l e m s i  nee 
i t s  mean r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  i s  comput ed  by c o n s i d e r i n g  
a l l  p o s s i b l e  ways  o f  s p l i t t i n g  a s e t  o f  i t e m s  i n  h a l f  
( C r o n b a c h ,  1 9 5 1 ) .  A l p h a  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  t o  be t h e  l o w e r  
bound t o  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  an u n we i g h t e d  s c a l e  of  N i t e ms .  
T h u s ,  i n  mo s t  s i t u a t i o n s  a l p h a  p r o v i d e s  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  
e s t i m a t e  o f  a m e a s u r e  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  a nd  
r e l i a b i l i t y  and i s  much more  s u i t a b l e  t h a n  t h e  t e s t - r e t e s t  
m e t h o d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n p r e v i o u s  h u s b a n d - w i f e  
d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  r e s e a r c h  ( D a v i s ,  1 9 7 5 ;  W i l k e s ,  1 9 7 6 ;  
S z y b i 1 1 o e t  a l . 1 9 7 9 ) .
Aut omob i l e  D e c i s i o n s
Th e  r e l i a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  
d e c i s i o n s  wer e  e x t r e m e l y  r e l i a b l e  and i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t .
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The a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  each  a u t o m o b i l e  d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r  
a p p e a r  i n  T a b l e  7.  As s h o w n  i n  T a b l e  7 e a c h  f a c t o r  
c o e f f i c i e n t  e x c e e d e d  t h e  . 60 a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
The c o r r e l a t i o n s  r a n g e d  f r o m v a l u e s  o f  . 88  t o  .9 8 .  T h u s ,  
a l l  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  w e r e  r e t a i n e d  f o r  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  
m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .
F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n s
The a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  
f a c t o r s  e x c e e d e d  t h e  0 . 60  a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t .  
The v a l u e s  o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  r a n g e d  f r o m 0 .7 5  t o  0 .9 7 .  
T a b l e  8 c o n t a i n s  t h e  a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t  v a l u e  o f  e a c h  
f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  f a c t o r .  S i n c e  each f a c t o r  e x c e e d e d  t h e  
a l p h a  c o e f f i c i e n t  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  a l l  of  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  
f a c t o r s  were i n c l u d e d  in t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .
A ssessm en t o f  Co n v e r g e n t ,  D i s c r i m i n a n t ,  and C o n s t r u c t  
V a l i d i t y  Thr ough The M u l t i t r a i t - M u l t i m e t h o d  M a t r i ~
Co mp o s i t i o n  of  t h e  Ma t r i x
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  a f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  e a c h  c o n s t r u c t  
and a s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t i e s  of  each  c o n s t r u c t  t h e  f a c t o r  
c o n s t r u c t s  w e r e  t h e n  p l a c e d  i n  a m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  
m a t r i x .  Each f a c t o r  c o n s t r u c t  was  c o mp o s e d  o f  t h e  i t e m s  
l o a d i n g  a t  t h e  0.6 l e v e l  o r  above  on each  f a c t o r .  The i t e ms  
t h a t  l o a d e d  a b o v e  t h e  0 . 6  l e v e l  w e r e  t h e n  s ummed t o  f o r m t h e  
f a c t o r  c o n s t r u c t  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x .  Thus ,  
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x  was composed of  34 f a c t o r  c o n s t r u c t s
T a b le  7
Results of Reliability Analysis for 
Automobile Decisions
Frame of Cronbach1s
Reference Automobile Traits Alpha
Actor1s Importance of Non-Financial Auto Decisions .97
Actor's Importance of Financial Auto Decisions .97
Actor's Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .96
Actor's Influence in Financial Auto Decisions .92
Actor's Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .97
Actor's Participation in Financial Auto Decisions .92
Spouse's Importance of All Auto Decisions .98
Spouse's Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .96
Spouse's Influence in Financial Auto Decisions .95
Spouse's Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .96
Spouse's Participation in Financial Auto Decisions .94
Joint Importance of Non-Financial Auto Decisions .92
Joint Importance of Financial Auto Decisions .89
Joint Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .93
Joint Influence in Financial Auto Decisions .88
Joint Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .93
Joint Participation in Financial Auto Decisions .87
T a b le  8
Results of Reliability Analysis for 
Furniture Decisions
Frame of Cronbach's
Reference Furniture Traits Alpha
Actor's Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .96
Actor's Importance of Financial Furniture Decisions .94
Actor1s Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .96
Actor's Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions .83
Actor's Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .97
Actor's Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions .84
Spouse's Importance of All Furniture Decisions .97
Spouse's Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .96
Spouse's Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions .87
Spouse1s Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .96
Spouse's Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions .82
Joint Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .90
Joint Importance of Financial Furniture Decisions .84
Joint Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .89
Joint Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions .80
Joint Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .91
Joint Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions .75
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t h a t  we r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  18 s e p a r a t e  f a c t o r  a n a l y s e s .  Each 
f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  i n c l u d e d  a s e p a r a t e  f r a m e  of  r e f e r e n c e ,  
d i me n s i o n ,  and p r o d u c t .
The  " m e t h o d s "  u s e d  i n  t h e  m a t r i x  i n c l u d e d  s p o u s e s '  
r e s p o n s e s  f o r  each of  t h e  t h r e e  f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e .  Thus ,  
a t o t a l  of  s i x  me t hods  wer e  used i n t h e  s t u d y .  The hu s b a n d -  
wi f e  c o u p l e s  were p a i r e d  in t h e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s .
The " t r a i t s "  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  i n c l u d e d  t h e  34 f a c t o r  
c o n s t r u c t s .  E a c h  c o n s t r u c t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a f r a m e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e ,  d i m e n s i o n ,  and p r o d u c t .  F i g u r e  3 c o n t a i n s  a 
l i s t i n g  of  t h e  " me t hods "  and " t r a i t s "  us ed  in t h e  s t u d y .
P r o c e d u r e  f o r  An a l y z i n g  t h e  Ma t r i x
In a n a l y z i n g  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  a s e r i e s  
o f  s t e p s  mu s t  be f o l l o w e d ,  a f t e r  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  
t r a i t s  h a v e  be e n  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  be a t  an a c c e p t a b l e  l e v e l .  
The f o l l o w i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  m a t r i x  we r e  
s t i p u l a t e d  by C a m p b e l l  and F i s k e  ( 1 9 5 9 )  and h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  
s u b s e q u e n t l y :
(1)  The e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  s h o u l d  
be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  z e r o  and 
s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  e n c o u r a g e  
f u r t h e r  e x a mi n a t i o n  of  v a l i d i t y .
( 2)  The v a l i d i t y  v a l u e  f o r  a v a r i a b l e  s h o u l d  be 
h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  o b t a i n e d  be t we e n  
t h a t  v a r i a b l e  and a ny  o t h e r  v a r i a b l e  h a v i n g  
t r a i t  no r  met hod in common.
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(3)  A v a r i a b l e  m u s t  c o r r e l a t e  h i g h e r  w i t h  an 
i n d e p e n d e n t  e f f o r t  t o  me a s u r e  t h e  same t r a i t  
t h a n  w i t h  m e a s u r e s  d e s i g n e d  t o  g e t  a t  
d i f f e r e n t  t r a i t s  w h i c h  h a p p e n  t o  e m p l o y  t h e  
same me t hod .
( 4)  The same p a t t e r n  of  t r a i t  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
s h o u l d  be s hown  i n a l l  o f  t h e  h e t e r o t r a i t  
t r i a n g l e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  m o n o m e t h o d  and  
h e t e r o me t h o d  b l o c k s .
In o r d e r  t o  s i m p l i f y  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  by t r e a t i n g  each 
o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  as  s e q u e n t i a l  s t e p s  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  ' 
t h e  m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x .  A l s o ,  e a c h  u n i t  o f  
a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h i n  
t h e  m a t r i x  so t h a t  t h e  c o m p a r i s o n s  n e e d e d  f o r  e a c h  s t e p  of  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be  m o r e  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  r e a d e r .  
H e r e a f t e r  e a c h  of  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  w i l l  be r e f e r r e d  t o  as 
St ep  I t h r o u g h  St e p  IV.
As s e s s me n t  o f  Con v e r g e n t  V a l i d i t y  - Step__I
Ac c o r d i n g  t o  C a m p b e l l  and F i s k e  ( 1 9 5 9 )  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
i n  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  v a l i d i t y  o f  a m e a s u r e  i s  t h e  
a s s e s s m e n t  of  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y .  The b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  of  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
d i a g o n a l s  o f  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o p r o d u c t  t r i a n g l e s b e  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m z e r o  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  l a r g e .  
A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  an a b s e n c e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  l e v e l  o f  c o r r e l a t i o n  t h a t  i s  s t i p u l a t e d  as b e i n g  
" l a r g e " ,  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of  t h i s  s t u d y ,  a l e v e l  o f  0 . 40  or  
g r e a t e r  w i l l  be  c o n s i d e r e d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h
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TABLE 9
VALIDITY CORRELATIONS OF TRAITS
FRAME OF CORRELATION
REFERENCE____________________ PRODUCT TRAITS_____________________ COEFFICIENT
ACTOR Importance of Non-Financial Auto Decisions .27
ACTOR Importance of Financial Auto Decisions .37
ACTOR Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .27
ACTOR Influence in Financial Auto Decisions .33
ACTOR Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .19
ACTOR Participation in Financial Auto Decisions .33
ACTOR Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .46
ACTOR Importance of Financial Furniture Decisions .36
ACTOR Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .44
ACTOR Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions .29
ACTOR Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .43
ACTOR Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions .33
SPOUSE Importance of All Auto Decisions .22
SPOUSE Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .40
SPOUSE Influence in Financial Auto Decisions .41
SPOUSE Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .41
SPOUSE Participation in Financial Auto Decisions .33
SPOUSE Importance of All Furniture Decisions .11
SPOUSE Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .38
SPOUSE Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions .51
SPOUSE . Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .32
SPOUSE Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions .39
JOINT Importance of Non-Financial Auto Decisions .64
JOINT Importance of Financial Auto Decisions .67
JOINT Influence in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .49
JOINT Influence in Financial Auto Decisions .46
JOINT Participation in Non-Financial Auto Decisions .53
JOINT Participation in Financial Auto Decisions .43
JOINT Importance of Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .76
JOINT Importance of Financial Furniture Decisions .72
JOINT Influence in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .44
JOINT Influence in Financial Furniture Decisions .49
JOINT Participation in Non-Financial Furniture Decisions .44
JOINT Participation in Financial Furniture Decisions .36
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c o n v e r g e n c e  b e t w e e n  m e t h o d s .  A l e v e l  o f  0 . 0 5  wa s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  as  t h e  r e q u i r e d  l e v e l  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The 34 
v a l i d i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t s  v a r i e d  i n s i z e  f r om 0.19 to  0 .76 . The 
v a l i d i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a p p e a r  i n Ta b l e  9.
F i n d i  ngs
The f o l l o w i n g  p a r a g r a p h s  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d e g r e e  of  
c o n v e r g e n c e  be t we e n  t h e  h u s b a n d s '  and wi v e s '  r e s p o n s e s  f o r  
each  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e .  The a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  c o n v e r g e n c e  
o f  e a c h  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  m e t h o d  w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  
s e p a r a t e l y .
A c t o r ' s  Frame o f  Re f e r e n c e
The  t w e l v e  a c t o r  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s  
c o n v e r g e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  h u s b a n d  and w i f e  p a i r s  v a r i e d  i n  
s i z e  f r om 0 .19 to  0 .46 , and a l l  wer e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0.05 
l e v e l  or  l e s s .  The o n l y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  
0.40 l e v e l  wer e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  of  i m p o r t a n c e  and i n f l u e n c e  
i n n o n - f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s .
Spouse  Frame o f  R e f e r e n c e
The s p o u s e ' s  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s  v a r i e d  i n  
c o n v e r g e n c e  of  t h e  hus band  and wi f e  p a i r s  f r om c o r r e l a t i o n s  
o f  0 .1 1  t o  0 .5 2 .  On l y  f o u r  o f  t h e  t w e l v e  c o n s t r u c t s  we r e  
a b o v e  t h e  m i n i m u m  0 . 4 0  c o r r e l a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  c o n v e r g e n c e .  The c o n s t r u c t s  of  i n f l u e n c e  
i n  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  f u r n i t u r e ,  i n f l u e n c e  i n
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f i n a n c i a l  and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  abou t  a u t o m o b i l e s ,  and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  about  a u t o mo b i l e s  
wer e  t h e  f o u r  c o n s t r u c t s  t h a t  met  t h e  r e q u i r e d  c o r r e l a t i o n  
l e v e l .  Al l  t e n  of  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  we r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  
0 . 0 5  l e v e l  of  s i g n i f i c a n c e .
J o i n t  Frame o f Re f e r e n c e
The j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s  we r e  a l l  
s i g n i f i c a n t  a t  t h e  0 , 05  l e v e l  and a l l  b u t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  
m e a s u r i n g  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  
wer e  above t h e  mi ni mum 0.40 c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l .  The s i z e s  of  
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t we e n  t h e  hus band and wi f e  p a i r s  f o r  t he  
t w e l v e  c o n s t r u c t s  r a n g e d  f r o m  0 . 36  t o  0 . 7 6 .  The h i g h e s t  
l e v e l  of  c o n v e r g e n c e  was among t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  me a s u r i n g  t he  
i mp o r t a n c e  of  f i n a n c i a l  and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n s .
Summary of  An a l y s i s -  S t e p  1
F o l l o w i n g  an e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  v a l i d i t y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  t h r e e  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s ,  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  
t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s  e x h i b i t e d  t he  
g r e a t e s t  amount  of  c o n v e r g e n c e  b e t we e n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  dyad 
r e s p o n s e s .  The  a c t o r  a nd  o t h e r  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  
c o n s t r u c t s  d i d  n o t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  r e q u i r e d  l e v e l s  of  
c o n v e r g e n c e  a t  t h e  0.40 c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l .
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A n a l y s i s  o f  Ac t o r  Frame o f  Re f e r e n c e  C o n s t r u c t s  
Al t hough  t h e  a c t o r  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s  were 
n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  c o n v e r g e n t ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  
h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  a nd  m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  
t r i a n g l e s  was u n d e r t a k e n  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  d e g r e e  of  d i v e r g e n t  
v a l i d i t y  i n t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  c o m p l e t e n e s s .  The f o l l o w i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  The 
c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i c e s  a p p e a r  i n t h e  A p p e n d i x  T a b l e s  Al ,  A2,  
and A3 r e s p e c t i v e l y .
H e t e r o m e t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i  t  A n a l y s i s
The a c t o r  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  h e t e r o t r a i t - h e t e r o m e t  hod 
m a t r i x  c o r r e l a t i o n  m a t r i x  i n c l u d e d  t wo  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  wer e  above t h e  r e q u i r e d  d i s c r i m i n a n t  t r a i t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l s .  The  p r o b l e m  a r e a s  i n c l u d e d  t h e  
d i me n s i o n s  of  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e  i n n o n - f i n  a n c i a l  
f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n f i n a n c i a l  and non-  
f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s .
Mo n o me t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  A n a l y s i s
Al t hough  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e  a n a l y s i s  
i n d i c a t e d  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y ,  n u me r o u s  p r o b l e m s  we r e  
e v i d e n t  i n  b o t h  t h e  h u s b a n d s '  a n d  w i v e s '  m o n o m e t h o d  
m a t r i c e s .  The h u s b a n d s '  m a t r i x  i n c l u d e d  30 i n s t a n c e s  i n  
w h i c h  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  t r a i t s  w e r e  a b o v e  t h e  maxi mum 
c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l .  The m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  m a t r i x  t h a t
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i n c l u d e d  t h e  wi v e s '  c o r r e l a t i o n s  d i s p l a y e d  37 c o r r e l a t i o n s  
above t h e  maximum c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l .  In s ummar y,  i t  a p p e a r s  
t h a t  t h e  a c t o r  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  d i s p l a y s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  
o f  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y .  In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  m a t r i x  r e v e a l e d  m o d e r a t e  e v i d e n c e  o f  
d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y .
A n a l y s i s  o f  Ot he r  Frame o f  R e f e r e n c e  C o n s t r u c t s  
The o t h e r  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  c o n s t r u c t s  d i d  n o t  me e t  
t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n v e r g e n t  
v a l i d i t y .  Al t hough  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  were  n o t  c o n v e r g e n t ,  an 
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  and m o n o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e s  was  u n d e r t a k e n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  
d e g r e e  o f  d i v e r g e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r a i t s .  The f o l l o w i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n  p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  Appendi x  
Ta b l e s  D, E, and F i n c l u d e  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  t r i a n g l e s  of  t h e  
o t h e r  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  me t hod .
H e t e r o m e t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  An a l y s i s
The o t h e r  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  me t h o d  h e t e r o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  m a t r i x  i n c l u d e d  8 c o r r e l a t i o n s  above t h e  maximum 
d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  r e q u i r e d  c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l s .  S e v e r a l  
p r o b l e m  a r e a s  we r e  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s .  The m a j o r  
p r o b l e ms  i n c l u d e d  h i gh  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t we e n  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  in 
f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  c o n s t r u c t  and t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  
f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  and i n f l u e n c e  i n n o n - f i n a n c i a l  
f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s .  P r o b l e m s  we r e  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and  f i n a n c i a l  a u t o m o b i l e  
d e c i s i o n s .
Mo n o me t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  An a l y s i s
The m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e s  t h e  o t h e r  f r a me  of  
r e f e r e n c e  r e v e a l e d  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  of  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  
among b o t h  t h e  h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s .  The h u s b a n d s '  m a t r i x  
i n c l u d e d  28 c o r r e l a t i o n s  a b o v e  t h e  maxi mum c o r r e l a t i o n  
l e v e l .  The m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  r e s p o n s e s  o f  t h e  w i v e s  
i n d i c a t e d  23 i n s t a n c e s  o f  h i g h e r  c o r r e l a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  
maxi mum d i v e r g e n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l s .  In g e n e r a l ,  t h e r e  
a p p e a r  t o  be m a j o r  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  f r a m e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e  m e t h o d .  T h a t  i s ,  i t  l a c k s  c o n v e r g e n t  a nd  
d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y .
As s e s s me n t  of  D i s c r i m i n a n t  V a l i d i t y  - S t e p  I I  
F o l l o w i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  v a l i d i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t s ,  
t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i n t h e  v a l i d a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  
o f  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y .  I n  t h e  s e c o n d  s t e p  o f  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  a n a l y s i s  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  f i r s t  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  
d i s c r i m i n a n t  a n a l y s i s  m u s t  be m e t .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
v a l u e  f o r  a v a r i a b l e  m u s t  be h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  
o b t a i n e d  be t we e n  t h a t  v a r i a b l e  and any o t h e r  v a r i a b l e  ha v i ng  
n e i t h e r  t r a i t  o r  me t h o d  i n  common.  In o r d e r  t o  c o m p l e t e  
t h i s  s t e p  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  e a c h  v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  
c o r r e l a t i o n  was  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e





Wives-Joint Frame of Reference
H13 H14 H15 H16 H17 H31 H32 H33 H34 H35 H36
Husbands
IMrN,F H13 (- 76 >
IM, M . F H14 .64 (.72)
IN,N,F HIS .01 -.12 ( .44)
IN,M,F H16 -.12 -.00 .26 ( .49)
P,N,F H17 .05 -.16 .36 .00 (.44)
IM,N,A H31 .64 . 57 -.03 -.14 -.07 (.64)
IM,M,A H32 .54 .57 -.06 .02 -.04 .63 (.67)
IN,N,A H33 -.01 -.10 .09 -.12 .20 .18 .07 (.49)
IN,M,A H34 -.03 .02 .10 .18 .22 .12 .14 .37 (.45)
P,NrA H35 .02 -.06 .07 -.10 .16 .15 .10 .44 .28 (.53)
P.M.A H36 -.02 .03 .13 .25 .24 .13 .19 .34 .41 .34 (.43)
IM = Importance N = Non-Financial Decision A = Automobile Purchase
IN = Influence M = Financial Decision F = Furniture Purchase
P = Participation H = Husbands’ Responses W = Wives' Responses
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r e s p e c t i v e  rows  and co l umns  of  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  
t r i a n g l e s .  S i n c e  t h e  " j o i n t ” me t h o d  was  t h e  o n l y  me t h o d  
me e t i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  s t i p u l a t e d  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y ,  o n l y  t h e  h u s b a n d s '  and wi v e s '  r e s p o n s e s  
w e r e  c o m p a r e d  u s i n g  t h e  j o i n t  m e t h o d  h e t e r o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e s .  T a b l e  10 d i s p l a y s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  
c o e f f i c i e n t s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  c o mp o s i t n g  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e s  d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  a n a l y s i s .
F i n d i n g s
In g e n e r a l ,  t h e  j o i n t  me t hod me e t s  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of  
h i g h e r  v a l i d i t y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  c o r r e l a t i o n s  among t h e  t w e l v e  
p r o d u c t / d i m e n s i o n / d e c i s i o n  t r a i t s .  The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  
t r i a n g l e s  r e v e a l e d  no i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v a l i d i t y  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  wer e  above  t h e  maximum h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  
c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l s .  From t h e  Ta b l e  10 can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
t h e  t r a i t s  do mee t  t h e  s t i p u l a t e d  r e q u i r e m e n t .
Summary o f  A n a l y s i s - S t e p  I I
I n g e n e r a l  t h e  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  m e t h o d  t r a i t s  e x h i b i t e d  
s t r o n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  Bo t h  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  and a u t o m o b i l e  
t r a i t s  c o r r e l a t i o n s  wer e  g e n e r a l l y  we l l  be l ow t h e  maximum 
c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l s .  T h u s ,  h a v i n g  me t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  
t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  m a t r i x  a n a l y s i s  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  
i n t h e  a s s e s s me n t  of  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  was u n d e r t a k e n .





Husbands-Joint Frame of Reference
H13 H14 H15 H16 H17 H31 H32 H33 H34 H35 H36
Husbands
IM,N,F H13 (.76)
IM , M, F H14 .89 (.72)
IN, N,F H15 .12 -.01 < .44)
IN,M,F H16 .00 .18 .44 (.49)
P,N,F H17 .05 -.05 •?9 .37 (.44)
IM,N,A H31 .76 .79 -.06 .00 -.12 (.64)
IM,M,A H32 .74 .84 -.13 .08 -.17 .84 (.67)
IN,N,A H33 .04 .05 -.08 -.07 .06 .45 .27 (.49)
IN,M,A H34 -.04 -.08 -.20 .12 .02 .24 .39 .65 (.46)
P,N,A H35 .14 .10 -.08 -.15 .02 .46 .31 .89 .54 (.53)
P,M,A H36 .08 .15 -.16 .09 -.03 .25 .49 .54 .86 .52 (.43)
IM = Importance N = Non-Financial Decision A = Automobile Purchase
IN = Influence M = Financial Decision t F = Furniture Purchase
P = Participation H = Husbands’ Responses W = Wives' Responses
V £ >Ln
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As s e s s me n t  of  D i s c r i m i n a n t  V a l i d i t y  - S t e p  I I I  
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e ,  t h e  n e x t  s t e p  i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  
r e q u i r e s  an i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  
t r i a n g l e s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l .  The 
s e c o n d  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  i s  t h a t  a 
v a r i a b l e  s h o u l d  c o r r e l a t e  h i g h e r  wi t h  an i n d e p e n d e n t  met hod 
t o  m e a s u r e  i t  t h a n  w i t h  m e a s u r e s  t h a t  a r e  d e s i g n e d  t o  
m e a s u r e  d i f f e r e n t  v a r i a b l e s  by u s i n g  t h e  s a me  me t h o d  
( C a m p b e l l  a n d  F i s k e ,  1 9 5 9 ) .  T h u s ,  t h e  m o n o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e s  w e r e  e x a m i n e d  a f t e r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
w i t h i n  t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e  was d e t e r mi n e d  
i n  S t e p  I I .  The h u s b a n d s '  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e  s c a l e  composed a m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e ,  
and t h e  w i v e s '  r e s p o n s e s  c o mp o s e d  t h e  s e c o n d  m o n o m e t h o d -  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e .  The c o r r e l a t i o n s  o f  e a c h  t r i a n g l e  
a p p e a r  i n  T a b l e s  11 and 13 r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The  f o l l o w i n g  
d i s c u s s i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  e a c h  
t r i a n g l e .  The h u s ba nds '  r e s p o n s e s  and wi v e s '  r e p s o n s e s  w i l l  
be d i s c u s s e d  s e p a r a t e l y .
Hus ba nds '  Mo n o me t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e -  
J o i n t  Frame o f  Re f e r e n c e
F i n d i n g s
The e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  h u s b a n d s '  m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  
t r i a n g l e  composed of  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  j o i n t  f r a me  of
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Table 12













H13 (IM, N, F) .76 H14 (IM,M,F) .69
H14 (IM.M.F) .72 H31 (IM,N,A) .79
H14 (IM,M,F) .72 H32 (IM,M,A) .84
H15 (IN,N,F) .44 H17 (P,N,F) .79
H31 (IM,N,A) .64 H13 (IM,N,F) .76
H33 (IN,N,A> .49 H34 (IN,M,A) .65
H33 (IN,N,A> .49 H35 (P,N,A) .89
H34 (IN,M,A > .53 H35 (P, N,A) .54
H36 (P,M,A) .43 H32 (IM,M,A) .49
H36 (P,M,A) .43 H35 {P,N,A) .52
H36 (P,M,A) .43 H34 (INrM,A) .86
IM=Importance N=Non-Financial Decision A=Automobile Purchase
IN=Influence M=Financial Decision F=Furniture Purchase
P=Participation H=Husbands' Responses W=Wives' Responses
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r e f e r e n c e  me t h o d  r e v e a l e d  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r i a n g l e  we r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s .  T a b l e  12 d i s p l a y s  e a c h  
v a l i d i t y  c o r r e l a t i o n  and t he  c o r r e l a t i o n s  whi ch e xc e e de d  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  c o r r e l a t i o n .  Each c o r r e l a t i o n  t h a t  e x c e e d e d  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  v a r i a b l e  
( t r a i t )  b e i n g  a n a l y z e d  was  p r o o f  o f  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  t h e  
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a b i l i t y  of  t h e  met hod f o r  t h e  me a s u r e me n t  of  
t h e  v a r i a b l e  b e i n g  a n a l y z e d .  The f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  
p r e s e n t  t h e  f i n d i n g  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  t r a i t s  
( v a r i a b l e s )  f o l l o w e d  by t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  t r a i t s  a n a l y s e s .
F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n  T r a i t s
In g e n e r a l  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  
t r a i t s  r e v e a l s  f o u r  ma j o r  p r o b l e ms  wi t h  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  
a b i l i t y  of  t h e  t r a i t s  me a s u r e d  by t h e  hus ba nds '  j o i n t  f r a me  
of  r e f e r e n c e  m e t h o d .  As e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  
(0. 89)  be t we e n  t h e  I mp o r t a n c e  of  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  
d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  f u r n i t u r e ,  t h e  me t hod does  not  d i s c r i m i n a t e  
w e l l  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  t r a i t s .  T h e r e  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  be a 
r a t h e r  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  non^  
f i n a n c i a l  ( 0 . 7 9 )  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  ( 0 . 8 4 )  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  
f u r n i t u r e  and a u t o m o b i l e s .  The i mp o r t a n c e  of  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  
f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  and t h e  I n f l u e n c e  h us ba nds  have In non-  
f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  i s  a l s o  t o o  h i g h  ( 0 . 7 9 )  t o  
p r o v i d e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be t ween t h e  t r a i t s .
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A u t o m o b i l e  D e c i s i o n  T r a i t s
An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  a u t o m o b i l e  d e c i s i o n  t r a i t s  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  r e v e a l s  a p r o b l e m  of  a d e q u a t e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
l e v e l s  among t h e  d i me n s i o n s  of  i m p o r t a n c e ,  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and 
i n f l u e n c e .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  s i z e s  o f  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  h i g h e r  t h a n  
t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n .  A s i m i l a r  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p r o b l e m  wa s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  i n  
f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  t r a i t s .
Wi ve s '  Mo n o me t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e - J o i n t  
Frame of  Re f e r e n c e
F i n d i n g s
The wi v e s '  m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e  composed of  
r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  i n c l u d e d  a 
mo d e r a t e  number  of  c o r r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  wer e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t s  o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  ( t r a i t s ) .  T a b l e  14 
d i s p l a y s  e a c h  v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t r i a n g l e  t h a t  e x c e e d e d  t h e  s i z e  of  
t h e  v a l i d i t y  c o r r e l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  v a r i a b l e  
( t r a i t )  b e i n g  a n a l y z e d .  Th e  f i n d i n g s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
f u r n i t u r e  t r a i t s  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  f i r s t ,  and f o l l o w e d  by a 
d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  a u t o mo b i l e  t r a i t s .





Wives-Joint Frame of Reference
H13 H14 H15 H16 H17 H31 H32 H33 H34 H35 H36
Wives
IM,N,F W13 (.75)
IM,M,F W14 .75 (.72)
IN,N,F W15 -.00 -.23 (.44)
IN,M,F W16 -.25 .22 .16 (.49)
P,N,F W17 -.07 -.25 .85 .26 (.44)
IM,N,A W31 .64 .63 -.15 -.06 -.19 (.64)
IM,M,A W32 .61 .80 -.25 .16 -.29 .78 (.67)
IN,N,A W33 -.02 .04 -.04 .05 -.08 .45 .38 (.49)
IN,M,A W34 -.09 .23 -.14 .50 -.03 .31 .53 .64 (.46)
P,N,A W35 -.04 .03 -.02 .07 -.06 .53 .35 .90 .60 (.53)
P,M,A W36 -.05 .27 -.17 .48 -.13 .34 .59 .65 .92 .61 (.43)
IM = Importance N = Non-Financial Decision A = Automobile Purchase
IN = Influence M = Financial Decision F = Furniture Purchase
P = Participation H = Husbands' Responses W = Wives' Responses
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W14 (IM,M,F) .72 W32 <IM,M,A> .80
W15 (IN,N,F) .44 W17 (P,N,F) .85
W31 (IM,N,A) .64 W32 (IM.M.A) .78
W32 (IM,M,A) .46 W34 (IN,M,A) .53
W33 tIN,N,A) .49 W3S (P,N,A) .90
W33 (IN,N,A) .49 W36 (P,M,A> .65
W35 (P,N,A) .53 W34 (IN,M,A) .60
W34 (IN,M,A) .46 W36 (P,M,A) .92
W36 (P,M,A) .43 W16 (IN,M,F) .48
W36 (P,M,A) .43 W32 CIM,M,A) .59
W36 (P,M,A) .36 W34 (IN,M,A) .92
IH=Importance N=Non-Financial Decision A=Automobile Purchase
IN=Influence M=Financial Decision F=Furniture Purchase
P=Participation H=Husbands' Responses W=Wives' Responses
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F u r n i t u r e  D e c i s i o n T raits
In g e n e r a l  t h e r e  we r e  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  wh i c h  t h e  
f u r n i t u r e  t r a i t s  e xc e e de d  t h e  a c c ompa ny i ng  v a l i d i t y  d i a g o n a l  
c o e f f i c i e n t s .  The r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a h i gh  c o r r e l a t i o n  (0. 80)  
be t we e n  t h e  i mp o r t a n c e  of  f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  abou t  f a m i l y  
f u r n i t u r e  and a u t o m o b i l e s .  Hi gh  c o r r e l a t i o n s  we r e  a l s o  
c i t e d  be t we e n  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e  in f i n a n c i a l  
( 0 . 8 8 )  and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  ( 0 . 8 8 )  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n  t r a i t s .
Auto Dec i s i o n  T r a i t s
The a u t o  d e c i s i o n  t r a i t s  c o r r e l a t i o n s  d i s p l a y e d  s e v e r a l  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  a b o v e  t h e  maxi mum d i s c r i m i n a n t  l e v e l .  T h e r e  
a p p e a r s  t o  be a m o d e r a t e l y  h i g h  c o r r e l a t i o n  ( 0 . 7 8 )  b e t w e e n  
t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  a u t o  d e c i s i o n s  and t h e  
i m p o r t a n c e  of  f i n a n c i a l  a u t o  d e c i s i o n s .  A h i gh  c o r r e l a t i o n  
(0.90)  be t we e n  i n f l u e n c e  in n o n - f i n a n c i a l  a u t o  d e c i s i o n s  and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n n o n - f i n a n c i a l  a u t o  d e c i s i o n s  was  a l s o  
p r e s e n t ;  t h i s  c o r r e l a t i o n  was t h e  h i g h e s t  among t h e  a u t o  
t r a i t  c o r r e l a t i o n s .  A mo d e r a t e  c o r r e l a t i o n  (0. 60)  be t we e n  
i n f l u e n c e  in n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  au t o  d e c i s i o n s  was 
a l s o  i n d i c a t e d .  As s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
h u s b a n d s '  a u t o  t r a i t  c o r r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a 
p r ob l e m of  l a c k  of  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be t we e n  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and 
f i n a n c i a l  t r a i t s  among t h e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n s .
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S u m m a r y  of F i n d i n g s - S t e p  III
Upon r e v i e w i n g  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  a n a l y s i s  c o mp l e t e d  in 
S t e p  I I I ,  i t  can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i t s  do e x h i b i t  
m o d e r a t e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a c l e a r  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o d u c t s  and w i t h i n  p r o d u c t  
t r a i t s  i n  p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n s .  C l e a r l y  t h e  a r e a  e x h i b i t i n g  
t h e  l e a s t  amount  of  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  w i t h i n  d i me n s i o n s  f o r  
t h e  p r o d u c t s .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be l e s s  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be t we e n  f i n a n c i a l  and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  t r a i t s .  
The t r a i t  of  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  e x h i b i t  t h e  l e a s t  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  among t h e  c o n s t r u c t s .
As s e s s me n t  o f Di s c r i m in ant _V a 1 i d i t y  - S t ep IV 
Fi n d i ngs
The f o u r t h  s t e p  i n t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  
m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  i s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m a t r i x  f o r  c o n s i s t e n c y  in r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Tha t  i s ,  t h e  same 
p a t t e r n  of  t r a i t  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  s h o u l d  be shown in t h e  
h e t e r o t r a i t  t r i a n g l e s  o f  b o t h  t h e  m o n o m e t h o d  a nd  
h e t e r o m e t h o d  b l o c k s  ( C a mp b e l l  and F i s k e ,  1 9 5 9 ) .  T h u s ,  i f  
t h e  m o s t  h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  t r a i t  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  t h e  
i mp o r t a n c e  of  f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  and i n f l u e n c e  in 
f i n a n c i a l  f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  ba s e d  upon t h e  h u s b a n d s '  j o i n t  
f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  me t h o d ,  t h e  same r e l a t i o n s h i p  s h o u l d  be 
p r e s e n t  i n t h e  w i v e s '  j o i n t  f r ame of  r e f e r e n c e  me t hod .
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S u m m a r y  of F i n d i n g s
Upon i n s p e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m o n o m e t h o d - h e t e r o p r o d u c t  
t r i a n g l e s  and t h e  h e t e r o m e t h o d - h e t e r o p r o d u c t  t r i a n g l e s ,  
t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  
t r i a n g l e s .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s i z e  and s t r e n g t h  of  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  of  t h e  t r a i t s  and t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  p a t t e r n s  a r e  
v e r y  s i m i l a r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  r e f e r e n c e  
t r i a n g l e s .  A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  
mul t i m e t h o d - m u l t i t r a i t  m a t r i x ,  t h e  f i n a l  s t e p  i n t h e  p r o c e s s  
i s  an e x a m i n a t i o n  of  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  The f o l l o w i n g  
s e c t i o n  i n c l u d e s  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  t he  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  of  
t h e  me a s u r e s .
As s e s s me nt  o f  Co n s t r u c t  V a l i d i t y
C o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  l i e s  a t  t h e  " h e a r t "  o f  t h e  
s c i e n t i f i c  p r o c e s s .  A r e s e a r c h e r  a s s e s s e s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  
v a l i d i t y  of  an i n s t r u m e n t  by a n s w e r i n g  t wo q u e s t i o n s :  (1)
What  i s  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  r e a l l y  m e a s u r i n g ?  and (2)  What  
c o n s t r u c t  u n d e r l i e s  a r e s p o n d e n t ' s  s c o r e  on a m e a s u r e ?  In 
o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  t h e  m e a s u r e  mu s t  be 
i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  { N u n a l l y ,  1 9 6 7 ,  p.  92 )  a n d  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r  mus t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  and d i s c r i m i n a n t  
v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  ( C h u r c h i l l ,  1979,  p .  71 ) .
Upon c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  c o mp u t a t i o n  of  Cr onba c h ' s  a l p h a s  
among t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  i t  can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  
was  i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  as  e v i d e n c e d  by a l p h a s  r a n g i n g
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f r o m  0 . 7 5  t o  0 . 9 8 .  A f t e r  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  m u l t i t r a i t -  
m u l t i m e t h o d  m a t r i x  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  j o i n t  f r a me  of  
r e f e r e n c e  m e t h o d  p r o v i d e s  s ome  e v i d e n c e  of  c o n v e r g e n t  and 
d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y .  O b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  a r e  s ome  p r o b l e m s  
w i t h  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s ,  b u t  o v e r a l l  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  
c o r r e l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n v e r g e n c e  a n d  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e t we e n  p r o d u c t  t r a i t s .  The f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  
s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  f i n a n c i a l  and n o n -  
f i n a n c i a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  of  d e c i s i o n  maki ng among f u r n i t u r e  
and a u t o m o b i l e  d e c i s i o n s .  The  f a c t o r s  a l s o  c o n s i s t e n t l y  
e x p l a i n e d  a l a r g e  a mo u n t  o f  v a r i a n c e  ( 6 7 - 8 3 %) .  T h u s ,  t h e  
i n s t r u m e n t  y i e l d e d  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .
The ma j o r  c o n s t r u c t  r e q u i r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  
i n  t h e  d i m e n s i o n  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  The  t r a i t  o f  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  f e l l  be l ow t h e  r e q u i r e d  
0 . 4 0  v a l i d i t y  c o r r e l a t i o n  l e v e l .  O v e r a l l  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  of  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a p p e a r e d  t o  be t h e  we a k e s t  t r a i t .  Tha t  i s ,  i t  
e x h i b i t e d  t h e  l e a s t  a mo u n t  o f  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y .  The 
c o n s t r u c t  a l s o  d i s p l a y e d  p r o b l e ms  in d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d a t i o n  
as w e l l .  Thus ,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  of  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s  in need of  
p u r i f i  c a t i o n .
Th e  c o n s t r u c t  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  c o n s t r u c t .  The  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t  was  t h e  h i g h e s t  a mo n g  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  T h e  
d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a b i l i t y  of  t h e  t r a i t  was a l s o  v e r y  good.  The
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c o n s t r u c t  o f  i n f l u e n c e  a l s o  p e r f o r m e d  w e l l .  E v i d e n c e  o f  
s t r o n g  c o n v e r g e n t  and d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  was a l s o  e v i d e n t  
among t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  of  t h e  hus ba nds  and wi ves  r e s p o n s e s .
T h u s ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  c o n s t r u c t  
v a l i d i t y  among t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  and i n f l u e n c e  
and t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t  in t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d i me n s i o n .  The 
o v e r a l l  a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
j o i n t  f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  met hod r e v e a l s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
me t hod  wo r t h y  of  f u t u r e  use  i n h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  maki ng 
r e s e a r c h .  The ma j o r  f i n d i n g s  of  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a r e  s umma r i z e d  
i n  F i g u r e  10.












The constructs of importance, influence, 
and participation for all three methods 
displayed a strong internal consistency. 
Alphas ranged from .75 to .9 8.
The joint frame of referencve displayed 
the greatest amount of convergence between 
the husband-wife couples. The correlation 
levels ranged from .44 to .75. The in­
fluence construct correlation levels were 
the highest for both furniture and auto 
decisions.
In genral, the constructs displayed dis­
criminant validity. The traits of in­
fluence and importance exhibited the 
greatest amount of discriminant validity, 
while the participation construct showed 
the least discrimination.
The results suggest the presence of con­
struct validity among the influence and 
importance constructs. The construct 
of participation displayed construct 
validity, but not as strongly as the other 
constructs.
The joint frame of reference is the most 
reliable and valid method among the three 
frames of reference used in the study.
The joint scale produced the most reliable 
and valid results.
The traits of importance and influence dis­
played substantial evidence of construct 
validity. The participation traits did 
not reveal sufficient evidence of con­
struct validity.
CHAPTER FIVE
Co n c l u s i o n s  and S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  F u r t h e r  Re s e a r c h
I n t r o d u c t i o n
In t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  r e s u l t s  we r e  p r e s e n t e d  and 
f o l l o w e d  by a d i s c u s s i o n  and summar y of  t h e  f i n d i n g s  d u r i n g  
e a c h  s t a g e  o f  t h e  d a t a  a n a l y s i s .  The c h a p t e r  w i l l  i n c l u d e  
t h r e e  ma j o r  s e c t i o n s .  In t h e  f i r s t  s e c t i o n  a s ummar y of  t h e  
p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  t h e  p r i m a r y  
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  s t u d y  t o  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d .  The s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  w i l l  
i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c  c o n c l u s i o n s  and i m p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  can  be 
d r a wn  f r o m t h e  a n a l y s i s .  A d i s c u s s i o n  of  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  
f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  be p r e s e n t e d  i n t h e  l a s t  s e c t i o n .
Co n c l u s i o n s  and I m p l i c a t i o n s  About  Hus band- Wi f e  
De c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  Meas ur es  
The i s s u e  o f  m e a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n  i n m a r k e t i n g  ha s  be e n  
c i t e d  by many r e s e a r c h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  P e t e r  ( 1 9 7 9 )  and 
C h u r c h i l l  ( 1 9 7 9 ) .  The p r i m a r y  f o c u s  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  
a d d r e s s e d  t h e  i s s u e  of  me a s u r e me n t  i n h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n ­
maki ng r e s e a r c h .  The p a r a d i g m o u t l i n e d  by C h u r c h i l l  (1979)  
wa s  u s e d  as  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  
r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  o f  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
me a s u r e s  i n t h e  s t u d y .  Th i s  p a r a d i g m s u g g e s t e d  by C h u r c h i l l  
a p p e a r s  i n  F i g u r e  11.  In o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  m a j o r
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c o n c l u s i o n s ,  f i n d i n g s ,  a n d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  
d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  t he  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  p a r a d i g m w i l l  be used in 
t h e  d i s c u s s i o n .
S p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  Domain of _Hus ba nd- Wi f e  
De c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  C o n s t r u c t s  and 
Ge n e r a t i o n  of  Sample I t ems 
T h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  i n c l u d e d  a 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  f o r  t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  b e t t e r  m e a s u r e s .  As s u g g e s t e d  by P e t e r  
(1979)  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  was r e v i e we d  and t h e  need f o r  
a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t s  was i d e n t i f i e d .  P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  have 
f o c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  c o n s t r u c t  of  i n f l u e n c e .  S a f i l o s -  
R o t h s c h i l d  ( 1 9 7 0 ) ,  and Mc Dona l d  ( 1 9 8 0 )  h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  
need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t s  in t h e  s t u d y  of  m a r i t a l  power  
and d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  Th u s ,  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  of  i mp o r t a n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  o f  i n f l u e n c e .  The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  of  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t s  o f  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
o u t c o m e s .  T h u s ,  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  t h e  new c o n s t r u c t s  was  a 
ma j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  s t u d y .
The s e c o n d  s t e p  o f  t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
of  b e t t e r  me a s u r e s  i n c l u d e d  t he  g e n e r a t i o n  of  s a mp l e  i t e ms .  
A f t e r  a c a r e f u l  r e v i e w of  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  i t e ms  used in
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I l l
t h e  s u r v e y  I n c l u d e d  i t e m s  t h a t  had  be e n  u s e d  i n  s e v e r a l  
p r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  e x a m i n i n g  f u r n i t u r e  and a u t o  p u r c h a s e s  
( D a v i s ,  1 970 ;  W i l k e s ,  1975;  and B u r n s ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  B e f o r e  
u n d e r t a k i n g  t h e  s t u d y ,  p r e t e s t s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  i t e m s  we r e  
u n d e r s t o o d  by r e s p o n d e n t s  and e n c o mp a s s e d  t he  domai n of  t he  
c o n s t r u c t s .
P u r i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  Measur e
The p u r i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  me a s u r e  i n c l u d e d  an a s s e s s m e n t  
of  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  t h e  me a s u r e  t h r o u g h  t h e  use  of  f a c t o r  
a n a l y s e s  and c o e f f i c i e n t  a l p h a .  Thus ,  a f a c t o r  a n a l y s i s  of  
each c o n s t r u c t  f o r  each p r o d u c t  and f r a me  of  r e f e r e n c e  was 
u n d e r t a k e n .
T h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  C r o n b a c h ' s  a l p h a  an a s s e s s m e n t  of  
t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  of  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  was u n d e r t a k e n .  
The  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e d  a h i g h  l e v e l  of  
i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y .  Fr om t h e  r e s u l t s  one  can  c o n c l u d e  
t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  o f  n o n - f i n a n c i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  
f o r  a u t o m o b i l e s  and f u r n i t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  d i m e n s i o n s  o f  
i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a r e  i n t e r n a l l y  
c o n s i s t e n t .  The r e s u l t s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e  me t h o d  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  1 0 0 - p o i n t  c o n s t a n t  sum 
s c a l e  a p p e a r s  t o  be a r e l i a b l e  d a t a - g a t h e r i n g  me t hod .  S i n c e  
no o t h e r  h u s b a n d - w i f e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  u s e d  an i n t e r n a l  
r e l i a b i l i t y  a s s e s s m e n t ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  a r e  p r o m i s i n g  and of  
v a l u e  t o  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i  o n - ma k i n g  l i t e r a t u r e .  Thus ,  t he
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r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  may be u s e d  t o  c o n s t r u c t  i t e m s  t o  be 
u s e d  in f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  and p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  o f  a r e l i a b l e  
s c a l e  on whi ch t o  ba s e  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h .
S i n c e  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  s h o we d  h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  i n t e r n a l  
c o n s i s t e n c y  ( . 75 t o  . 9 4 ) ,  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  t o  be no n e e d  t o  
c o l l e c t  new d a t a  and r e p u r i f y  t h e  m e a s u r e .  The n e x t  s t e p  
i n c l u d e d  an a s s e s s me n t  of  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t he  j o i n t  f r a me  of  
r e f e r e n c e  me t hod .  The h i gh  de g r e e  of  i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  
of  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  i n d i c a t e d  a s t r o n g  c o h e s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  
i t ems  and r e l a t i v e l y  " p u r e "  c o n s t r u c t s .
As s e s s me n t  of  C o n s t r u c t  V a l i d i t y
A f t e r  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  d o m a i n  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t ,  
g e n e r a t i n g  i t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  d o ma i n  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s ,  and 
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s ,  t h e  
a s s e s s m e n t  of  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  was u n d e r t a k e n .  C o n s t r u c t  
v a l i d i t y  " l i e s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o c e s s "  
( P e t e r ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  T h u s ,  t h e  a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  c o n s t r u c t  
v a l i d i t y  oF t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  was t h e  f i n a l  n e c e s s a r y  component  
of  t he  a s s e s s m e n t  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  me a s u r e s .  
The m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i  me t h o d  m a t r i x  was u s e d  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  o f  t he  me a s u r e s .
The a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  
m e a s u r e s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  
b e t w e e n  t h e  s p o u s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  j o i n t  f r a m e  o f  
r e f e r e n c e  met hod and c o n s t a n t  sum s c a l e s .  The c o n s t r u c t s  of
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i m p o r t a n c e  and i n f l u e n c e  a p p e a r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
amount  o f  c o n v e r g e n c e .  P o s s i b l y  a c l e a r e r  o p e r a t i o n a l i z a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  wo u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  of  t he  c o n s t r u c t .
E v i d e n c e  of  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  was  a p p a r e n t  a f t e r  
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  m a t r i x .  S t r o n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be t we e n  
t h e  p r o d u c t s  and d i me n s i o n s  was i n d i c a t e d .  The i n n e r  d i me n ­
s i o n  c o n s t r u c t s  of  f i n a n c i a l  and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  
d i s p l a y e d  e v i d e n c e  of  some d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y ,  but  some 
i m p r o v e m e n t  i s  n e e d e d .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  
d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  a u t o m o b i l e  and f u r n i t u r e  
d e c i s i o n s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a l s o  i n d i c a t e d  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be t we e n  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n .  F r o m t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  
a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  need t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i mp o r t a n c e  and p a r t i c i p a ­
t i o n  ( i n a d d i t i o n  t o  i n f l u e n c e )  o f  t h e  s pous e  i s  i n d i c a t e d .
C o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  r e q u i r e s  e v i d e n c e  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y ,  and d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y .  The r e s u l t s  
o f  t h e  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  
The i n t e r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  o f  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  m e a s u r e s ,  
c o n v e r g e n c e  of  t h e  h u s b a n d - w i f e  r e s p o n s e s ,  and e v i d e n c e  of  
d i s c r i m i n a t e  v a l i d i t y  a l l  i n d i c a t e  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  
T h u s ,  i t  c a n  be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  i s  
e v i d e n c e d  i n t h e  m e a s u r e s .  The s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  s t r o n g  
e v i d e n c e  of  r e l i a b l e  and v a l i d  me a s u r e s  t h a t  can be used in 
f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .
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The c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  v a l i d a t i o n  
f i n d i n g s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  f o l l o w i n g  a r e v i e w  o f  p r e v i o u s  
v a l i d a t i o n  s t u d i e s  i n o r d e r  t o  show t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  p a s t  
r e s e a r c h  and t he  d i s s e r t a t i o n  f i n d i n g s .  Ot he r  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  Da v i s  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  W i l k e s  ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  and  S z y b i l l o  e t  a 1.  
( 1 9 7 9 )  h a v e  ma de  m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  m e t h o d o l o g y  l i t e r a t u r e .  Da v i s  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  
t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  m a t r i x ,  d e t e r m i n e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  
s p e c i f i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  g l o b a l  m e a s u r e s .  F o l l o w i n g  D a v i s '  
l a n d m a r k  s t u d y  ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  W i l k e s  ( 1 9 7 5 )  u s e d  t h e  m a t r i x  t o  
a s s e s s  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  f o u r  m e a s u r e s  and t h e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s  i n t wo s e p a r a t e  a n a l y s e s .  He 
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  v a r i e d  g r e a t l y  a c r o s s  a l l  s t a g e s  of  
d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  The  m o s t  r e c e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
m u l t i t r a i t - m u l t i m e t h o d  i n  h u s b a n d - w i f e  l i t e r a t u r e  was 
u n d e r t a k e n  by S z y b i l l o ,  S o s a n i e ,  and Te n e n b e i n  (1979) .  The 
f o c u s  of  t h e  s t u d y  was t h e  v a l i d a t i o n  of  t h r e e  s c a l e s .  The 
r e s u l t s  of  t h e  s t u d y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t he  f i v e - p o i n t  s c a l e  or  
t h e  t e n - p o i n t  c o n s t a n t  sum s c a l e  w e r e  mor e  l i k e l y  t o  show 
c o mp a r a b l e  r e s u l t s .
P r i ma r y  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  of  t h e  S t udy  t o Fa mi l y  
De c i s i o n - Ma k i n g  L i t e r a t u r e  
The m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was  t h e  
a s s e s s m e n t  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  
p r o c e s s  a l o n g  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s  f o r  t wo  p r o d u c t s .  T h a t  i s ,
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r a t h e r  t h a n  l o o k i n g  a t  p r o d u c t s ,  s t a g e s  of  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  and 
d i me n s i o n s  of  t h e  p r o c e s s  s e p a r a t e l y ,  t h e  f r a me wo r k  of  t h e  
s t u d y  i n t e g r a t e d  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Al s o ,  t h r e e  f r a me s  of  r e f e r e n c e  were us e d ,  
t h u s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t wo  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  i n a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  j o i n t  1 0 0 - p o i n t  sum s c a l e .  
F i g u r e  12 d i s p l a y s  t he  f r a me wo r k  used f o r  t h e  s t u d y .  F i g u r e  
13 p r e s e n t s  t h e  r e v i s e d  f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m t h e  
s t u d y .
From t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  s t u d y  i t  can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  
a u t o  and f u r n i t u r e  d e c i s i o n s  may be g r ouped  i n t o  a f i n a n c i a l  
and n o n - f i n a n c i a l  t y p o l o g y .  I t  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  
d i m e n s i o n s  o f  i m p o r t a n c e ,  i n f l u e n c e ,  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  
h u s b a n d s  and w i v e s  i n d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  
i n d e p e n d e n t .  T h u s ,  i m p o r t a n c e  and p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a r e  t wo 
a d d i t i o n a l  d i m e n s i o n s  of  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  t h a t  s h o u l d  be 
e x a m i n e d .  P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  h a v e  f o c u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on 
i n f l u e n c e .  A f t e r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y  of  
t h e  m e a s u r e s  i t  can be c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  m e a s u r e s  we r e  
i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  and d i s p l a y e d  e v i d e n c e  of  c o n v e r g e n t ,  
d i s c r i m i n a n t ,  and c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y .  T h u s ,  t h e  s t u d y  ha s  
a c c o mp l i s h e d  an e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  me a s u r e s  used in h us ba nd-  
w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  s t u d i e s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  a r e f i n e d  
f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  s t u d y  of  f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g .  
The f r a me wo r k  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of
118
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  p r o c e s s e s .  T h a t  i s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  
a s s e s s m e n t  and e v i d e n c e  of  r e l i a b l e  and v a l i d  me a s u r e s  and 
t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  a d d i t i o n a l  c o n s t r u c t s ,  new d i m e n s i o n s  o f  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n  ma k i n g  can  be e x p l o r e d .  The f r a m e w o r k  
s u g g e s t s  a r e v i s e d  a n d  s t r e a m l i n e d  p a r a d i g m  f o r  t h e  
e x p l o r a t i o n  of  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
c o n s t r u c t s  and p r o d u c t  d e c i s i o n s .
S i nc e  t h e r e  has  been a l a c k  of  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n p r e v i o u s  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  v a l i d a t i o n  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  
t h e  s t u d y  p r o v i d e  new i n s i g h t s  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  
a c t i v i t i e s .  The f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  r e v i e w s  f u t u r e  s t r e a m s  of  
a s s o c i a t e d  r e s e a r c h  i n f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  and me a s u r e  
v a l i  d a t  i o n .
The m a j o r  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  we r e  t h e  u s e  of  a 
c o n v e n i e n t  s a m p l e  and t h e  s a m p l e  c o m p o s i t i o n .  S i n c e  t h e  
s u b j e c t s  we r e  c h o s e n  f r o m t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  s t r a t a  and 
s e l e c t e d  by a c o n v e n i e n c e  d e s i g n ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e  s t u d y  
a r e  n o t  g e n e r a l i z a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s .  Al t hough  t h e s e  l i m i t a t i o n s  
due e x i s t ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  do p r o v i d e  a b a s i s  f o r  
f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  in h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  maki ng r e s e a r c h .
S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  - u t u r e  Re s e a r c h
The r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  i n d i c a t e  s e v e r a l  p o s s i b l e  
a r e a s  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .  A d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  
v a l i d a t i o n  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  m e a s u r e s  i s
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ne e de d .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  of  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  
use of  a f i v e - p o i n t  and c o n s t a n t  sum s c a l e  woul d p r o v i d e  an 
a d d i t i o n a l  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  h u s b a n d - w i f e  
d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  m e a s u r e s .  A l s o ,  t h e  u s e  o f  a b e h a v i o r a l  
m e a s u r e ,  s u c h  as  a l a b o r a t o r y  s t u d y  w i t h  an a c c o m p a n y i n g  
p a p e r - p e n c i l  i n s t r u m e n t  wo u l d  be u s e f u l  i n  a s s e s s i n g  
c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  t h r o u g h  a l t e r n a t i v e  d a t a - c o l l e c t i o n  
m e t h o d s .  T h u s ,  a d d i t i o n a l  wor k i n  m e a s u r e  v a l i d a t i o n  i s  
n e e d e d  and t h e  a f o r e m e n t i o n e d  s u g g e s t i o n s  wo u l d  p r o v i d e  
s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
me t h o d o l o g y .
The s a m p l e  u s e d  i n  t h e  d i s s e r t a t i o n  was  a r e l a t i v e l y  
homogeneous  g r oup  of  f a m i l i e s .  The r e s p o n d e n t s  were  mi d d l e  
c l a s s  and had  c o m p l e t e d  a mi n i mu m o f  one  y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  
e d u c a t i o n .  The e x e c u t i o n  of  a s i m i l a r  s t u d y  u s i n g  a s a mpl e  
o f  b l u e - c o l l a r  f a m i l i e s  woul d p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  i n t o  
t h e  p r o p e r  me a s u r e s  t o  use  in h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
s t u d i e s .  Tha t  i s ,  t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  and d i s c r i m i n a n t  v a l i d i t y  
o f  t h e  m e a s u r e s  may d i f f e r  a c r o s s  s o c i o e c o n o m i c  c l a s s e s .  
An o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  v a r i a b l e  i n t h e  c o n v e r g e n t  v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  
m e a s u r e s  may be t h e  l e n g t h  of  t i m e  a c o u p l e  ha s  be e n  
m a r r i e d .  The  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  l e n g t h  o f  m a r r i a g e  and 
c o n v e r g e n c e  o f  r e s p o n s e s  s h o u l d  be  e x a m i n e d .  T h e s e  
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  i n d i c a t e  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  woul d p r o v i d e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  f a c t o r s  t h a t  may c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  t h e  c o n v e r g e n c e  of  r e s p o n s e s  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e
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d i v e r g e n c e  i n  r e s p o n s e s .  A l s o ,  e v i d e n c e  may be f o u n d  t o  
s u p p o r t  t h e  n e e d  of  d i f f e r e n t  m e a s u r e s  f o r  t h e  v a r y i n g  
s o c i o e c o n o mi c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  d u r a b l e  g o o d  
p u r c h a s e s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  n o n d u r a b l e s  and s e r v i c e s  i s  
n e e d e d .  P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a n a l y s e s  o f  
n o n d u r a b l e s  and s e r v i c e s ,  b u t  f r o m a g l o b a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  
mu l t i  d e c i s i o n  or  m u l t i d i m e n s i o n  p e r s p e c t i v e .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  
of  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d / o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i ­
s i o n  maki ng be t we e n  gr oups  woul d be a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .
In s ummar y,  s e v e r a l  a r e a s  e x i s t  f o r  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h  in 
t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  of  h u s b a n d - w i f e  d e c i s i o n  maki ng .  The r e  i s  a 
need f o r  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l ,  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  and a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h  
i n t h e  a r e a .  The p r e v i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n s  a r e  p o s s i b l e  s t r e a m s  
o f  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w o u l d  h e l p  " f i l l  t h e  g a p s "  i n  t h e  
l i t e r a t u r e  and b u i l d  a f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  b e t t e r  r e s e a r c h  i n t h e  
f a m i l y  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  d i s c i p l i n e .
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APPENDIX A
A c t o r  F ram e o f  R e f e r e n c e
H e t e r o m e t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e
Husbands 1 2 3 4 5
Wives
6 19 20 21 22 23 24
IM,N,F 1 .46
IM,M,F 2 .25 ■ 36
IN, N, F 3 .39 .05 .44
i n,f ,f 4 .19 .12 .25 .29
P,N,F 5 .43 .14 .45 .14 .43
p ,m ,f 6 .16 .20 .25 .38 .24 .33
IM,N,A 19 .02 .09 .00 .07 .15 .24 .27
IM,M,A 20 .12 -.01 .00 -.17 .16 .07 .18 .37
IN,N,A 21 -.10 -.24 -.17 -.30 -.08 -.15 .05 .27 .27
IN,MA 22 -.20 -.10 -.17 .00 -.06 .10 .15 .07 .15 .33
p ,n ,a 23 -.06 -.13 -.11 -.20 -.01 .04 .04 .22 .17 .10 ■ 19
p ,m ,a 24 -.10 -.10 -.07 .03 .00 .11 .13 .00 .20 .33 .11 .33
IM = I m p o r t a n c e  N = N o n - F i n a n c i a l  D e c i s i o n  A = A u to m o b i l e  P u r c h a s e
IN = I n f l u e n c e  M = F i n a n c i a l  D e c i s i o n  F = F u r n i t u r e  P u r c h a s e
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n  H = H u s b a n d s '  R e s p o n s e s  W = W iv e s '  R e s p o n s e s
APPENDIX B
A c t o r  F ra m e  o f  R e f e r e n c e
H u s b a n d s '  M o n o m e t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e




20 21 22 23 24
IM,N,F 1 .46
IM,M,F 2 .43 .36
IN,N,F 3 .80 .33 .44
IN,F,F 4 .25 .61 .48 ■ 29
P,N,F 5 .78 .30 .84 .34 .43
P,M,F 6 .2^ .61 .35 .80 .40 .33
IM,N,A 19 .13 .44 .02 .20 .07 .31 .27
IM,M,A 20 .06 -.14 -.12 -.26 -.08 -.10 .52 .37
IN,N,A 21 .01 -.13 .05 .00 .02 .06 .48 .66 .27
IN,MA 22 -.14 .00 .03 .35 .04 .37 .53 .38 .61 .33
P,N,A 23 .07 -.14 .08 -.04 .09 .06 -.51 .67 .68 .56 .19
p ,m ,a 24 .10 .00 .02 .27 .08 .39 .52 .38 .67 .89 .61 .33
IM = I m p o r t a n c e  N = N o n - F i n a n c i a l  D e c i s i o n  A = A u t o m o b i l e  P u r c h a s e
IN = I n f l u e n c e  M = F i n a n c i a l  D e c i s i o n  F = F u r n i t u r e  P u r c h a s e
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n  H = H u s b a n d s '  R e s p o n s e s  W = W i v e s '  R e s p o n s e s
APPENDIX C
A c t o r  F ram e  o f  R e f e r e n c e
W iv e s '  M o n o m e t h o d - H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e
Wives 1 2 3 4 5
Wives 
6 19 20 21 22 23 24
IM,N, F 1 ■ 46
IM,M,F 2 .55 ■ 36
I N , N , F 3 . 70 - . 4 9 . 44
I N , F , F 4 .32 .68 . 69 .29
P r N , F 5 .75 . 40 .86 .55 . 43
P ,M,F 6 . 3 3 .70 .63 .88 . 61 .33
IM ,N , A 19 .1 6 .49 .12 . 3 6 .00 . 31 .27
IM,M,A 20 . 2 4 .21 . 07 .0 3 - . 0 7 - . 0 3 .6 3 .37
I N , N , A 21 -.21 - . 0 9 .10 .21 . 0 6 .11 . 3 1 .42 ■ 27
IN.MA 22 - . 1 7 .10 .20 .51 .05 .45 . 4 8 .23 .66 . 33
P i N, A 23 - . 1 0 .04 .22 . 31 .07 .25 .31 .40 . 8 7 .65 .19
P .M,A 24 - . 0 3 .17 . 3 7 .59 . 2 5 .5 6 .42 .14 .62 .86 . 72 .33
IM = I m p o r t a n c e  N = N o n - F i n a n c i a l  D e c i s i o n  A = A u to m o b i l e  P u r c h a s e
IN = I n f l u e n c e  M = F i n a n c i a l  D e c i s i o n  F = F u r n i t u r e  P u r c h a s e
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n  H = H u s b a n d s '  R e s p o n s e s  W = W i v e s ’ R e s p o n s e s
APPENDIX D
O t h e r  F ra m e s  o f  R e f e r e n c e
H e t e r o t r a i t - H e t e r o m e t h o d  T r i a n g l e
Heteromethod-•Heterotrait Other
Husbands 8 9 10 11 12 26 27 28 29 30
IM,N,M,F 8 .11
IN,N,F 9 .01 .38
IN,M,F 10 -.02 .28 .51
P,N,F 11 .00 .42 .38 ■ 32
P,M,F 12 -.05 .17 .43 .12 .39
TH,N,M 26 .15 .17 .14 .19 •19 .22
IN,N,A 27 .18 .11 .00 .08 .03 .28 .40
IN,M,A 28 .09 .17 .22 .13 .26 .21 .30 .41
P,N,A 29 .19 .18 .07 .21 .11 .27 .35 .18 .41
P,H,A 30 .03 .06 .14 .17 .07 .13 .27 .35 .31 .33
IH  = I m p o r t a n c e  N = N o n - F i n a n c i a l  A = A u to m o b i l e
IN = I n f l u e n c e  M = F i n a n c i a l  F = F u r n i t u r e
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n  W = W if e  H = H u sb a n d
APPENDIX E
O t h e r  F ra m e s  o f  R e f e r e n c e
H u sb a n d s  Momomethod H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e
Husbands - Other
Husbands 8 9 10 11 12 26 27 28 29 30
IM,N,M,F 8 ■ 11
IN,N,F 9 .11 .38
INrM,F 10 -.03 .69 .51
P,NrF 11 .11 .86 .56 .32
P,M,F 12 -.02 .62 .89 .61 ■ 39
TM,N,M 26 .91 -.05 -.14 -.07 -.10 .22
IN,N,A 27 -.05 -.07 .00 -.18 .08 .26 .40
IN,M,A 28 -.13 .06 .41 -.05 .42 .07 .62 .41
p ,n ,a 29 -.04 -.11 .00 -.20 .08 .24 .90 .66 .41
P,M,A 30 -.10 .05 .40 -.01 .47 .07 .54 .91 .62 .33
IM = I m p o r t a n c e  N = N o n - F i n a n c i a l  A = A u to m o b i l e
IN = I n f l u e n c e  M = F i n a n c i a l  F = F u r n i t u r e
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n  W = W if e  H = H u sb an d
APPENDIX F
O t h e r  F ra m e s  o f  R e f e r e n c e
W i v e s ’ Momomethod H e t e r o t r a i t  T r i a n g l e
Wives - Other
Wives 8 9 10 11 12 26 27 28 29 30
IM,N,M,F 8 .11
IN,N,F 9 .42 .38
IN,M,F 10 .47 .63 ■ 51
Pf N, F 11 .40 .86 .60 .32
P,M,F 12 .43 .48 -.79 .58 .39
TM,N,M 26 .60 .01 .13 -.04 .15 .22
IN,N,A 27 .29 .13 .03 .11 .21 .65 .40
IN,M,A 28 .45 .25 .54 .24 .50 .58 .56 .41
P,N,A 29 .29 .11 .12 .12 .24 .67 .87 .67 .41
P,M,A 30 .36 .26 .41 .29 .44 .45 .50 .85 .60 .33
IM = I m p o r t a n c e  N = N o n - F i n a n c i a l  A = A u to m o b i l e
IN = I n f l u e n c e  M = F i n a n c i a l  F = F u r n i t u r e
P = P a r t i c i p a t i o n  W = W ife  H = H u sb an d
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INSTRUCTIONS
In the following questionnaire you will be aaked to consider several 
decisions Chet would made by you end your spouse while deciding upon 
the choice of your next family c s t  and e  family room furniture a e t ,  
The "definition" of these products are stated below:
FAMILY AUTOMOBILE DECISIONS
The following pages contain questions about decisions related to the 
purchase of your next family automobile, which would reolace the 
automobile that Is your present family auto. The family automobile 
Is che primary auto chat is used for transporting you and your 
spouse and/or children when the family travels together--go eat out, 
visit friends, attend a meeting, etc. Any Influence that children 
may have while making the decision to buy your next auto for the 
family should be excluded from your responses.
FAMILY ROOM FURNITURE DECISIONS
The following pages contain questions about decisions related to the 
purchase of your family's next set of family room fumlture--sofa 
and loveseat or chair. The family room is che area of che house 
in which the family spends most of their time together--watching 
TV, talking with friends, etc.
Husbands and wives usually do not buy a family car or family room 
furniture without some discussion and search for these products. 
Tyoically three stages occur in making these decisions. These stages 
are Hated and explained below:
I. Suggestion of the Need to Purchase a Product:
In this stage the idea of purchasing the product occurs and 
one or both spouses talk about che need for the product and try to 
influence the other spouse to agree to buy or not buy che product.
II. Collection and Search for Information:
During this stage one or both spouses decide who will talk to 
friends, salesmen, and possibly look in magazines or newspapers.
One or both spouses may actively search and collect the information 
about various decisions to be made about each oroduct.
III. Discussion of Alternatives end Final Choices About 
Froduc‘t~Fea cures
This it the last stage of the process. During this period of 
time spouses discuss various decisions about the product they will 
finally decide to purchase and then make the final decision--choose 
the product and its features.
In the two latter stages you will be asked questions about each pro1 
duct end six decisions about the products: price, where to buy it,
what brand or make to buy, what style or model, how to pay for It, 
and when to buy it.
While making chi decision Co buy a produce and decide upon a choice 
that is agreed upon by you and your apouae several types of behaviors
occur. In our study we are looking ac three types of behavior.
They include:
(1) (IMPORTANCE) OF TAKING PART IN A DECISION
(2) (INFLUENCE) IN MAKING THE DECISION
(3) (PARTICIPATION) IN MAKING THE DECISION
The definitions of these terms are below. During the questionnaire 
you will be asked about each of these three terms. It is very 
important that you understand each of these terms and do not con­
fuse then. While answering the questionnaire, please refer back 
to their definitions if you feel you might have forgotten their 
meaning.
IMPORTANCE OF TAKINC PART IN HUSBAND-WIFE 
DECISION MAKING
Whenever a husband and wife attempt to purchase a product several 
decisions muse be made. Each spouse feels a degree of Importance 
about che various decisions. For example, in choosing a place to 
eat one spouse may feel that atmosphere is very important, while 
the other spouse may feel that the quality of the food is extremely 
important, and the atmosphere is of llctle lmnortance.
INFLUENCE IN HUSBAND-WIFE DECISION MAKING
Whenever a husband and wife attempt to resolve a decision, each 
spouse has a certain amount of Influence during the decisions. The 
amount of influence each spouse has may vary with the type of de­
cision being made. For example, one spouse may have 07, or no in­
fluence in a decision about the color of the kitchen phone and may 
have 60X of the influence abouc the services to purchase with the 
phone. Sometimes both spouses may have equal influence, and each 
spouse will have 507. of the Influence,
PARTICIPATION IN HUSBAND-WIFE DECISION MAKING
Whenever a husband and wife attempt to resolve a decision each spouse 
may participate In the decision. Participation refers to the amount 
of time and effort each spouse exerts in a decision. If you and 
your spouse were buying a television sec each of you may spend time 
collecting information about televisions. One spouse may spend 3 
hours reading magazines and calking to salesmen and the other spouse 
may spend only 1 hour collecting information. Thus, one spouse 
participated approximately 8071 and the other spouse about 207,. In 
making the final decision about the choice of brand of the tele­
vision, one spouse may have discussed the decision with the other 
spouse for 1 hour, while the other spouse many have commented very 
llctle--about 10 minutes. In this case one spouse contributed 90/. 
to participating in che brand choice of the TV and the other spouse 
contributed 1071, Of course, both soouses may participate equally,
501 each.
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IMPORTANCE How Much Something Meanr to each 
spouse.
Ques _  (1-3) 
Sp _  (A)
, Vv _  (5)
Cd (6)
Please allocate 10 points between yourself and your spouse to indicate 
the amount of importance each spouse would place on suggesting the 
need to purchase the following products. If both spouses would place 
equal Importance then both spouses would be rated S points each.
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Husband Wife




Please indicate how important it would be for both spouses to take part 
in the COLLECTION AND SEARCH FOR INFORMATION about the following future 
decisions:
What price to pay 
Where to buv it 
What brand/make to buy 
What style/model to buv 
How to pay for it 
When to buv it
Family P.oom Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile









-  10 ( 11 - 12)
- 10 (13-14)
-  10 <15' 16>
- 10 (17-16)
- 10 (19-20)







Please allocate 10 points between yourself and your spouse to indicate 
the amount of importance each spouse would place on taking part In the 
discussion of alternatives and final choices in the following future 
decisions.
What price to pay
Where to buv it
What brand/make to buy 
What style model to buy
How to pay for it
When to buy it
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile 
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Husband Wife
+ ___  - 10 (35-36)
+ ___  - 10 (37-38)
+   - 10 (39-40)
+   - 10 (41-42)
+ ___  - 10 (43-44)
+ ___  - 10 (45-46
+   - 10 (47-48)
+   - 10 (49-50)
+   - 10 (51-52)
+ ___  - 10 (53-54)
+ ___  - 10 (55-56)
+ - 10 (57-56)
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INFLUENCE “ The Amount of Persuasion each spouse 
has








Please allocate 100 points between yourself and your spouse to Indicate 
Che amount of INFLUENCE each spouse would have in suggesting the need 
to purchase the following products;







Please allocate 100 points between yourself and your spouse to Indicate 
the amount of INFLUENCE each spouse would have in DECIDING WHERE TO 
COLLECT AND SEARCH FOP IN'fORMATTCST-about the following future decisions?
What price to pay 
Where to buy it 
What brand/make to buy 
What style/modle to buy 
How to pay for it 
When to buy it
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Faroilty Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Husband Wife




-  100% (11- 12)
-  100% ( 1 3 - 1 4 )
»  1 0 0 %  ( 1 5 - 1 6 )
-  100% ( 1 7 - 1 3 )
-  100% ( 1 9 - 2 0 )
-  10 0% (21- 22)
-  100% ( 2 3 - 2 4 )
-  100% ( 2 5 - 2 6 )
-  100% ( 2 7 - 2 B )
-  100% ( 2 9 - 3 0 )
-  100% ( 3 1 - 3 2 )
-  100% ( 3 3 - 3 4 )
Please allocate 100 points between yourself and spouse to indicate the 
amount of INFLUENCE each spouse would have in the discussion of alterna­
tives and final choices "in the following future decisions:
What price to pay 
Where to buy it 
What brand/make to buy 
What style/model to buy 
How to pay for it 
When to buy it
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Husband Wife
  4    - 100%
  4 ___  - 100%
  4    - 100%
  4  _____  - 100%
  4    - 100%
  4   - 100%
















- 100%(51' 52) 
- 100% (53-54)





PARTICIPATION The Amount of Time or Effort each spouse spends while doing something








Pleaae allocate 100 points between yourself and your spouse to indicate 
che amount of PARTICIPATION each spouse would have in suggesting the 
need to purchase the following products:
Husband Wife
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
1 0 0 ’/.
100-/.
( 7- 6 )
( 9 - 1 0 )
Please allocate 100 points between yourself and your spouse to indicate 
Che amount of PARTICIPATION each spouse would have in DECIDING WHERE TO 
COLLECT AND SEARCH FOR INFORMATION about the following future decisions:
Husband Uife
What price to pav Family Room Furniture + - 1007.(11-12)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (13—1A)
Where to buv it Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (15-16)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (17-18)
What brand/make to buy Family Room Furniture + « 1007. (19-20)
Family Automobile _ + ___  - 1007. (21-22)
What style/model to buy Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (23-26)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (25-26)
How to pav for it Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (27-28)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (29-30)
When to buy it Family Room Furniture + - 1007.(31-32)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007.(33-36)
Please allocate 100 points between yourself and your spouse to indicate
the amount of PARTICIPATION each spouse would have in the discussion of
alternatives and final choices in the Tollowing future decisions:
Husband Wife
What price to pay Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (35-36)
Family Automobile + - 1007. (37-36)
Where to buy it Family Room Furniture + ___  - 1007. (39-60)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (61-62)
What brand/make to buy Family Room Furniture + - 1007.(63-66)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (65-66)
■ What style/model to buv Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (67-68)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (69-50)
How to pay for it Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (51-52)
Family Automobile + ___  - 1007. (53-56)
When to buy it Family Room Furniture + - 1007. (55-56)
Family Automobile + _ _ _  - 1007. (57-58)
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IMPORTANCE • How Much Something Means to You.
Q u e *  _ _ _ ( 1 - 3 )
sp __ ( 4 )
V W  __ ( 5 )
C D  _ _ _ ( 6 )
the following product* •.



























how Important It would be for you to take part In the 






Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9 10 (11-12)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (13-14)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (15-16)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (17-18)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 . (19-20)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (21-22)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (23-24)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (25-26)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9 10 (27-28)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (29-30)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (31-32)
Family Automobile
the IMPORTANCE of you 
final choices in the f
0 1 2  3
taking part In 
ollowing future























Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (35-36)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 4 10 (37-38)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (39-40)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (41-42)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (43-44)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (45-46)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (47-48)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (49-50)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (51-52)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (53-54)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (55-56)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (57-58)
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INFLUENCE ■ The Amount of Persuasion You Have,








Please indicate the amount of INFLUENCE you would have in auggeBting the 
need to purchase the following products:
I would have 
I would have all the
no Influence influence
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% <7"8> 
0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% (9-10)
Please indicate the amount of Influence you would have in 













1 would have 
no Influence
Fanily Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 SO
Family Automobile 0 %  10 20 30 40 50
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50
Family Room Furniture 0 %  10 20 30 40 50
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50
Family Room Furniture 0 %  10 20 30 40 50
Family Automobile 0 %  10 20 30 40 50
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50
;e the amount of INFLUENCE you would have in 
! S  and final choices in the following future
DECIDING WHERE 
future decisions:
I would have 
all the 
influence
60 70 80 90 100% <U-i:j
60 70 80 90 100% «3-l*)
60 70 80 90 100% (15-16)
60 70 80 90 100% (17-18)
60 70 80 90 100% d 9'20)
60 70 80 90 100% (21-223
60 70 80 90 100% I23'24)
60 70 80 90 100% (2S-26>
( 2 7 - 2 8 )  
( 2 9 - 3 0 )
(31-32)
60 70 80 90 100% 
60 70 80 90 100%
60 70 80 90 100%













I would have 
no influence
I would have 
all the 
Influence
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 3 5 - 3 6 )
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 B0 90 100% ( 3 7 - 3 B )
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 2 9 - 4 0 )
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 4 1 - 4 2 )
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 4 3 - 4 4 )
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 4 5 - 4 6 )
( 4 7 - 4 8 )Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 B0 90 100%
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 4 9 - 5 0 )
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 5 1 - 5 2 )
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 5 3 - 5 4 )
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 5 5 - 5 6 )
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% ( 5 7 - 5 8 )
I
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| PARTICIPATION - The Amount of Time or Effort You 
Spend While Doing Someting.
Qumi _  ( 1- 3 ) 
S p  _  ( 4 )
V w  _  ( 5 )
C d  ( 6 )
Please Indicate the amount of your PARTICIPATION in suggesting the need
to purchase the following products in the future:
I would
I would not do all of
particlapte the parti­
cipating
0% 10 20 30 AO 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (7-8)
OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 100X (9-10)
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
The amount of your PARTICIPATION in the COLLECTION AND SEARCH FOR INFORMATION 
about the following future decisions;
I would not 
participate
I would 
do all of 
the parti­
cipating
What price Family Room Furniture 07. 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 1 1 - 1 2 )
to pay Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 1 3 - 1 0
Where to Family Room Furniture 07, 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 1 5 - 1 6 )
buv it Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 1 7 - 1 6 )
What brand/ Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 1 9 - 2 0 )
m a k e  to buv Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 2 1 - 2 2 )
What style/ Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 2 3 - 2 4 )
model to buy Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 2 5 - 2 6 )
Now to pay Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 2 7 - 2 8 )
Tor it Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 2 9 - 3 0 )
When to Family Room Furntlture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 10 ox ( 3 1 - 3 2 )
buy it Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 AO 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 3 3 - 3 4 )








1 would not 
participate
OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70
I would 
do all of 
the parti­
cipating
80 90 100X ( 3 5 - 3 6 )
to pay Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 AO 50 60 70 SO 90 100X ( 3 7 - 3 8 )
Where to Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 60 90 10 OX ( 3 9 - 4 0 )
buy Tt Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 100X ( 4 1 - 4 2 )
What brand/ Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 100X ( 4 3 - 4 4 )
make to buy Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 4 5 - 4 6 )
What style/ Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 1007. ( 4 7 - 4 8 )
model to buy Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 so 60 70 80 90 100X ( 4 9 - 5 0 )
Row to pay Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 100X ( 5 1 - 5 2 )
Tor It Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 100X ( 4 3 - 5 4 )
When to buy Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 A0 so 60 70 80 90 100X ( 5 5 - 5 6 )It Family Automobile ox 10 20 30 A0 50 60 70 80 90 100X ( 5 7 - 5 8 )
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IMPORTANCE - How Much Something MeanB to Your Spouse
Q u e s  _ _  ( 1 - 3 )
S p  _  m  
V w  _  ( S )
Cd (6)
Please Indicate how IMPORTANT It would be for your spouse to suggest 
the need to purchase the following products:







Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
1 0  ( 1 - 8 )  
1 0  ( 9 - 1 0 )
Please Indicate how important it would be for your

















my spouse to my spouse
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (11-12)
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 1 3 - 3 4 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 1 5 - 1 6 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 1 7 - 1 8 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 1 9 - 2 0 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (21-22)
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 2 3 - 2 4 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 9 10 ( 2 5 - 2 6 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 9 10 ( 2 7 - 2 8 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 2 9 - 3 0 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 3 1 - 3 2 )















the IMPORTANCE of your spouse taking part In the discussion 





my spouse to my spouse
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 B 9 10 ( 3 5 - 3 6 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 3 7 - 3 8 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 3 9 - 4 0 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 b 6 7 8 9 10 ( 4 1 - 4 2 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 4 3 - 4 4 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 3 6 7 8 9 10 ( 4 5 - 4 6 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 6 9 10 ( 4 7 - 4 B )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 4 9 - 5 0 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 5 1 - 5 2 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 ( 5 3 - 5 4 )
Family Room Furniture 0 1 2 3 4 S 6 7 8 9 10 ( 5 5 - 5 6 )
Family Automobile 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 (57-58)
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Please Indicate the amount of INFLUENCE your spouse has in suggesting
the need to purchase the following products: Bpou se
My spouse would have
would have all the
no Influence Influence
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
01 10 20 30 40 SO 60 70 
01 10 20 30 40 50 60 70
80 90 100'/. (7-8) 
80 90 1007. (9-10)
Please indicate the amount of influence 
WHERE TO COLLECT AND SEARCH FOR 
decisions:
your spouse would have 




_ in DECIDING 

















Family Room Furniture 01 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100X (11-12)
Family Automobile 07. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100X (13-■14)
Family Room Furniture 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 f-sooH (15-■16)
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% <17-•18)
Family Room Furniture 01 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. <19-■20)
Family Automobile 0% 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. <21-■22)
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (23-•24)
Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. <25-■26)
Family Room Furniture on 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100X (27-•28)
Family Automobile ox 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. <29-■30)
Family Room Furniture ox 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (31- 32)




te the amount of INFLUENCE your spouse 


















How to pay 
Tor ft
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (34-36)
Family Automobile ox 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 B0 90 1007. (37-38)
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 B0 90 1007. (39-40)
Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (41-42)
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (43-44)
Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% (45-46)
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% (47-48)
Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (49-50)
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% (51-52)
Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100X (53-54)
Family Room Furniture OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% (55-56)
Family Automobile OX 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100% (57-58)
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PARTICIPATION “ The Amount of Time or Effort your
spouse Spends While Doing Something.
Cues _  0 -3 )  
Sp _  (4) 
-,Vw _  (5)
:d ( 6 )
Please Indicate the amount of your spouse'b PARTICIPATION In suggesting 






do all of 
the Parti­
cipating
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile









How to pay 
for it
When to buy 
It
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family RPom Furniture 
Family Automobile
Family Room Furniture 
Family Automobile
oz 10 20 30 <>0 50 60 70 BO 90 100Z (1-8)
oz 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (9-10)








do all of 
the Parti­
cipating
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (11-12)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 B0 90 1007. (13-U)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (15-16)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (17-18)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (19-20)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (21-22)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (23-24)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (25-26)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (27-28)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (29-30)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (31-32)
OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (33-34)
The amount of your s p o u s e ' s PARTICIPATION in the discussion of alternatives 














How to pay 
for It
When to
Family Room Furniture OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (35-36)
Family Automobile OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007.(37-38)
Family Room Furniture OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (39-40)
Family Automobile 07. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (41-42)
Family Room Furcnlture 07. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (43-44)
Family Automobile OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007.(45-46)
Family Room Furniture OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (47-48)
Family Automobile OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007. (49-50)
Family Room Furniture OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 1007.(51-52)
Family Automobile 07. 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (53-54)
Family Room Furniture OZ 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100Z (55-56)




W _  (S)
CLASSIFICATION DATA “ --------- 161
Please answer Che following questions; Ignore the questions 
that do not apply to your household;
1. Indicate your sex; M _____  F______________
2. Wife's age: ____________  Husband's age;____________
3. Number of years married: ________
A, Indicate the nurber and ages of your children;
A ge
5. Indicate wife's education level.
High school graduate ____  Yes _____  No
Years beyond highschool
Indicate husband's education level.
High school graduate ____  Yes _____  No
Years beyond h i g h s c h o o l _______
6. Husband's occupation _______________________
Average number of hours worked per week __________
Number of years worked after highschool
Which of the following best describes the husband's
annual income before taxes?
Under $1 0 , 0 0 0  _______
$ 1 0 , 001  - $ 1 5 , 0 0 0  _______
$ 1 5 , 0 0 1  -  $ 2 5 , 0 0 0  _______
$2 5 , 0 0 1  - $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  _______
$ 3 5 . 0 0 ! - $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  _______
Above $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  ____________
7. Wife's occupation __________________________
Average number of hours worked per week __________
Number of years worked after high school 
Which of the following best describes the wife's 
annual income before taxes?
Under $ 1 0 , 0 0 0_____________
$ 10 , 00 1  -  $ 1 5 . 0(10
$1 5 , 0 0 1  -  $2 5 , 0 0 0  _______
$2 5 , 0 0 1  -  $3 5 , 0 0 0  _______
$3 5 , 0 0 1  - $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  _______























1 .  I t  I s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a  w i f e  t o  h e l p  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  c a r e e r  1 2 ?  
t h a n  t o  h a v e  a  c a r e e r  h e r s e l f .
2 .  T h e  l d a a  o f  y o u n g  g l r l a  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  I n  b a a a b a l l  c o m p e t i t i o n
i n  L i t t l e  L e a g u e  l a  r l d l c u l o u a .  1 2  3
3 .  T h e  o l d  e a y l n g  t h a t  " a  w o m a n 1 a  p l a c e  l a  i n  t h e  h o m e M l a  1 2  3
b a a l c a l l y  t r u e .
4 .  A  w o m a n  a h o u l d  r e f r a i n  f r o m  b e i n g  t o o  c o m p e t l v e  w i t h  m e n  1 2  3
a n d  a h o u l d  k e e p  h e r  p e a c e  r a t h e r  c h a n  e h o w  a  m a n  h e  l a
wrong.
3 .  A  w o m a n  w h o a c  j o b  l n v o l v e a  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c  1 2  3
a h o u l d  n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k  w h e n  a h e  l a  n o t l c a b l y  p r e g n a n t .
b .  T h e  h u a b a n d  a h o u l d  t a k e  p r i m a r y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  1 2  3
m a j o r  f a m i l y  d e c l a l o n e  o u c h  e a  t h e  p u r c h a s e  o f  a  h o m e .
7 .  I n  g r o u p s  t h a t  h a v e  b o t h  m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  m e m b e r s ,  I t  1 2  3
L a  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  p o s i t i o n s  b e  
h e l d  b y  m a l e s .
6. U n l e s s  I t  l a  e c o n o m i c a l l y  n e c e s s a r y ,  m a r r i e d  w o m e n  w h o  1 2  3
h a v e  s c h o o l - a g e d  c h i l d r e n  s h o u l d  n o t  w o r k  o u t s i d e  t h e  
h o m e .
9 .  I t  l a  g e n e r a l l y  b e t t e r  t o  h a v e  a  m a n  t h e  h e a d  o f  a  1 2  3
d e p a r t m e n t  c o m p o s e d  o f  m e n  a n d  w o m a n .
1 0 .  A  h u s b a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  f e e l  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  I f  h i s  w i f e  1 2  3
e a r n s  m o r e  m o n e y  t h a n  h e  d o e s .
1 1 .  U  l a  c e r t a i n l y  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  b o y s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g i r l s  1 2  3
t o  p l a y  w i t h  d o l l s .
1 2 .  G i r l s  w h o u l d  p r i m a r i l y  b e  c o u n s e l e d  t o  e n t e r  " f e s d - n l n e "  1 2  3
v o c a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  n u r s i n g ,  t e a c h i n g ,  e t c .
1 3 .  I t  l a  O . K .  f o r  a  w i f e  t o  r e t a i n  h e r  m a i d e n  n a m e  I f  s h e  1 2  3
w a n t s  t o .
1 4 .  T h e r a  l a  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  a  w o m a n  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  p r e s i d e n t  1 2  3
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
1 5 .  C a r e e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  b o y s  s h o u l d  h a v e  h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y  1 2  3
w i t h  p a r e n t s  t h a n  g l r l a 1 e d u c a t i o n .
1 6 .  E v e n  t h o u g h  a  w i f e  w o r k s  o u t s i d e  t h e  h o m e ,  t h e  h u s b a n d  1 2  3
s h o u l d  b e  t h e  m a j o r  b r e a d w i n n e r ,  a n d  t h e  w i f e  s h o u l d
b «  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r u n n i n g  t h e  h o u s e h o l d .
1 7 .  I t  l a  n o t  a  g o o d  I d e a  f o r  a  h u a b a n d  t o  s t a y  h o m e  a n d  c a r e  1 2  3
f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w h i l e  h i s  w i f e  l a  e m p l o y e d  f u l l t i m e
o u t s i d e  t b s  h o m e .
l b .  H a n  s h o u l d  b e  a b l e  t o  c o m p e t e  w i t h  w o m e n  f o r  j o b s  t h a t  h a v e  1 2  3
t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e l o n g e d  t o  w o m e n  s u c h  a s  a  t e l e p h o n e  o p e r a t o r .
§ 2
, 4  3  6  7  ( 4 3 )
5 6 7 <W)  
5 6 7 (45)
5 6 7 (46)
5 6 7 (47)
5 6 7 (48)
5 6 7 (49)
5 6 7 (50)
5 6 7 (51) 
5 6 7 (52) 
5 6 7 (53) 
5 6 7 (54) 
5 6 7 (55)
5 6 7 (56)
5 6 7 (57)
5 6 7 (58)
5 6 7 (59)
5 6 7 (60)
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DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE SAMPLE 
WIVES'  AGE WIVES'  EDUCATION BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL
20- 29 23 0 YEARS 8
30- 39 30 1- 3 YEARS 20
40- 49 13 4 YEARS 37
50-59 12 5-7 YEARS 17
60-69 10 8+ YEARS 6
HUSBANDS' AGE HUSBANDS' EDUCATION BEYOND HIGH SCHOOL
20- 29 17 0 YEARS 2
30-39 32 1- 3 YEARS 12
40- 49 14 4 YEARS 28
50-59 12 5 -7  YEARS 25
60-69 13 8+ YEARS 21
ENGTH OF MARRIAGE FAMILY INCOME
0- 1 5 1 0 , 0 0 0 - 1 9 , 9 9 9 3
2- 4 18 2 0 , 0 0 0 - 2 9 , 9 9 9 4
5-9 20 3 0 , 0 0 0 - 3 9 , 9 9 9 13
1 0-19 16 4 0 , 0 0 0 - 4 9 , 9 9 9 18
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